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PE 

Brown  Plaid 

PB 

Green  Plaid 

Tall  Sizes  (6'2"  &  over)19.95  each: 

PA 

Blue  Plaid 

LT(42-44)    XLT(46-48)  2XLT(50-52) 

PS 

Red  Plaid 

3XLT(54-56)  4XLT{58-60)  5XLT  (62-64) 
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Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time!  ' 
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CONVENTION  HONORS  YOUNGER  VERSIONS  OF  US  By  m  Shearer 

Legionnaires  rally  in  Wisconsin  to  celebrate  the  past  and  set  goals  for  the  future.  

LEGION  ON  PARADE  By  Tim  Shearer 

More  than  6,000  participants  hit  the  streets  of  Milwaukee  for  the  National  Convention  Parade. 
SPOTLIGHTS 

Visits  by  George  W.  Bush  and  Miss  Anfierica  make  it  a  convention  to  remember  

ROSTER  FOR  A  NEW  LEGION  YEAR 

The  Legion's  top  leadership  has  it  all  -  talent,  experience  and  a  desire  to  serve.  

82ND  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  ADOPTS  165  RESOLUTIONS 

The  American  Legion's  list  of  priorities  charts  the  course  for  the  coming  year  

THE  MEN  WHO  WOULD  6EC0IVIE  PRESIDENT 

Candidates  speak  their  minds  on  key  election-year  issues. 


ARTICLES 


ROLLING  TO  LIFE  ByOanAllsup 

Disabled  veterans  emerge  from  the  Wheelchair  Games  with  changed  attitudes. 
GHOSTS  OF  THE  PAST  By  Frank  J.  Gaff ney  Jr. 

America's  policy  of  appeasement  fosters  a  climate  conducive  to  another  widespread  war 

SHOWDOWN  IN  RIVER  CITY  ByDanAllsup 

The  Hoots  and  the  Chiefs  battle  for  No.  1  in  The  American  Legion  World  Series. 


D  E  P  A 


T  M  E  N  T  S 


VETVOICE 


WASHINGTON  WATCH 


VETS 


COMMANDER'S  MESSAGE  1  LEGION  NEWS 


i  PARTING  SHOTS 


COVER  Retired  Special  Forces  veteran  Michael  Stern  throws  the  discus  during  field  events  July 
7  at  the  20th  National  Veterans  Wheelchair  Games  in  San  Antonio.  Photo  by  Fernando  Serna. 
Digital  alterations  by  Holly  K.  Soria. 

The  American  Legion  magazine,  a  leader  among  national  general-interest  publications,  is  published 
monthly  by  The  American  Legion  for  its  2.55  million  readers.  These  wartime  veterans,  working  through 
nearly  15,000  communit/-level  Posts,  dedicate  themselves  to  God  and  Country  and  traditional  Ameri- 
can values;  strong  national  securit/;  adequate  and  compassionate  care  for  veterans,  their  widows  and 
orphans;  community  service;  and  the  wholesome  development  of  our  nation's  youths. 
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The  Doc  is  the  first 

of  Blessings'  new 
Reflections  of  Angels 
Among  Us  col- 
lectible-framed prints. 
This  tribute  to  the 
medics  and  corpsmen. 
who  risked  their  lives 
to  bring  aid  and  ami- 
fort  to  the  wounded,  js 
part  of  a  new  art  senes 
designed  to  capture 
the  reflections  of 
humans  who  give  of 
themselves  as  angels 
among  us. 

Name  &  Address: 


Mail  Tex  Blessings  Expressions  of  Faith 
PO  Box  606  -  St.  Joseph.  MI  49085-0606 


Daytime  Phone: 


In  8"  X  10"  Frame  willi  double  matt  and gtus. 


$32.00 


In  11 "  X  14"  Frame  with  double  matt  and  glass 


$45.00 


If  you  are  not  completely  satisfied,  return  it  with  in  60  days  for  a  full  refund. 
□  Visa  □  MasterCard  □  Discover  □  Check/Money  Order 


Shipping  Charges: 


Card  Holder's  Signati 


TOTAL: 


NEW!  CORDLESS 

ELECTRIC  MOWER! 

The  DR^  WHISPER  LITE^  is  the  CLEAN ^ 
QUIET.  EASY  WAY  to  mow  your  k 

STARTS  INSTANTLY, 

with  the  push  of  a  button! 

SO  QUIET  it  won't  disturb 

neighbors! 
•  LIFT-OUT  BATTERY 

costs  pennies  to  recharge 

HALF  THE  WEIGHT 

OF  GAS  MOWERS. 

Easy  for  anyone  to 

operate! 

PERFECT  FOR 
SMALL  LAWNS, 

camps,  second 
homes!  Also 
ideal  as 
a  trim 
mower 
on  larger 
lawns! 


OLL 


Why  MESS  any  longer 
with  a  hard-to-start  and 
run  gas-powered  mower? 


Please  mail  this  coupon  TODAY  for  FREE 
DETAILS  of  the  DR®  WHISPER  LITE® 
CORDLESS  Electric  Mower,  including  prices, 
specifications  and  Special  Savings  now  in  effect. 


City  State  ZIP  

rm"  COUNTRY  HOME  PRODUCTS',  Dept.  37601X 
"rl  Meigs  Road,  P.O.  Box  25,  Vergennes,  VT  0.5491 
________  www.whisperlite.com   


America's  First 
Commemorative 
Proof  Coin... $9.95 


In  19«2,  the  U.S.  Mint  issued  the  Cieorge 
Washington  250th  Birthday  silver  half 
dollar  proof  for  $12  and  it's  listed  for  up 
to  $17.  Through  this  special  offer,  you 
can  acquire  yours  for  just  $9.95  each, 
3  for  $28.50, 5  for  $47  or  10  for  $89 
(Order  #13503).  Add  just  $2  postage. 
30-Day  No-Risk  Home  Examination: 
Money-Back  Guarantee.  To  order  by 
credit  card  call  toll-free.  Or  send  a 
check  or  money  order  to: 

International  Coins  &  Currency 
62  Ridge  Street,  Dept.  4057 
Montpelier,  Vermont  05602 
1-800-451-4463 
For  other  offers  visit  www.iccoin.com  \  4057 
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WARNING: 


THIS  PRODUCT 
IS  NOT  A  SAFE 
ALTERNATIVE  TO 
CIGARETTES 


Defending  nnr  Rights 

Congratulations  to  Al  Lance  in  ref- 
erence to  "Commander  Slams  China 
Appeasement"  (July).  It  seems  there 
are  so  few  people  anymore  who  really 
stand  up  for  justice  and  our  freedoms. 

Please  continue  to  push  for  the  re- 
building of  our  military  and  defense 
systems  before  it  is  too  late.  And  con- 
tinue to  protect  our  freedoms  as  best 
you  can. 

-  Donald  T.  Proett,  Wahoo,  Neb. 


Firefigliters:  Still  Serving 

Thank  you  for  the  article,  "Crawling 
the  Halls"  (August),  about  our  fire- 
fighting  brothers  in  Chicago.  Firefight- 
ers are  a  different  breed,  and  we  are  of- 
ten misunderstood.  Firefighters 
throughout  the  nation  should  be  hon- 
ored for  their  responsibility  and  com- 
mitment, especially  those  who  have 
given  their  lives  in  service. 

-  David  Paff,  Waukegan,  III 

Essay  Was  Sad,  But  True 

Ian  Foley's  essay,  "Sad  Side  of  the 
Military"  (Vetvoice,  July),  confirms  a 
recent  conversation  I  had  with  some 
military  officers  and  their  wives. 

The  senior  officer,  a  colonel,  ex- 
plained the  difficulty  of  keeping  qual- 
ity people  in  military  service  because 
they  are  easily  attracted  to  civilian 
jobs  with  more  lucrative  wages.  The 
junior  officer,  a  captain,  and  his  wife 
explained  the  problems  of  finding  af- 
fordable housing.  His  wife,  who  was 
in  charge  of  dependent  support  ser- 
vices, explained  that  many  married 
enlisted  personnel  had  off-base  jobs, 
were  on  food  stamps  and  usually 
couldn't  afford  dependable  trans- 
portation. This  is  truly  a  sad  side  of 
the  military.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  at- 
trition is  so  high? 

-  Andy  Brorsen,  Boiirhonnais,  III. 


Article  a  Real  life-Saver 

Do  you  realize  the  service  you  have 
provided  with  the  article,  "Miniature 
Strokes:  TIAs"  (August)?  Nobody  is 
immune  from  strokes,  regardless  of 
age.  That  article  may  save  lives. 

I  have  lived  with  a  stroke  victim  for 
1 1  years.  My  wife  and  I  tour  the  state, 
speaking  for  the  Minnesota  Stroke  As- 
sociation and  the  American  Heart  As- 
sociation. The  devastation  of  a  stroke  is 
beyond  comprehension. 
-  Ellwyn  K.  Collins,  Burnsville,  Minn. 

Only  the  Beginning... 

I  appreciate  the  August  Comman- 
der's message  about  the  need  to  apply 
the  same  payment  guidelines  to  test-site 
and  nuclear-factory  workers  as  to  atom- 
ic veterans.  It  is  important  to  bring  these 
dual  standards  to  the  public's  attention. 

During  the  Marine  Corps'  occupa- 
tion of  Nagasaki  from  1945-1946, 
there  were  no  film  badges  provided. 
But  even  worse,  not  one  official  warn- 
ing was  given  about  the  dangers  of  ra- 
diation or  plutonium. 

After  years  of  effort,  on  May  20, 
1988,  the  "Radiation-Exposed  Veterans 
Compensation  Act  of  1988"  was  passed. 
Ten  years  later,  less  than  600  veterans  or 
their  survivors  had  been  granted  bene- 
fits, according  to  VA  reports. 

The  real  tragedy  and  scandal  in  all 
this  has  been  the  manner  in  which  VA, 
the  Justice  Department,  the  Defense 


The  American  Legion  Magazine 
welcomes  letters  conceming  articles 
that  appear  in  the  publication.  Letter 
writers  are  also  encouraged  to  submit 
photographs  of  themselves  for 
possible  publication  with  their  letters. 
Be  sure  to  include  your  hometown 
and  a  daytime  phone  number  for 
verification.  All  letters  are  subject  to 
editing.  Send  your  opinions  to: 

The  American  Legion  Magazine 
P.O.  80x1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

You  can  also  contact  us  via  e- 
mail  directly  or  through  the  World 
Wide  Web: 

e-mail:  magazine@leglon.org 
Internet:  http://www.legion.org 


Department  and  the  Energy  Depart- 
ment have  all  combined  in  their  ef- 
forts to  prevent  veterans,  their  widows 
and  genetically  harmed  children  from 
obtaining  justice.  Your  article  lifts  the 
lid  on  a  very  cruel  chapter  on  treat- 
ment of  veterans. 
-  Walter  G.  Hooke,  Cambridge,  N.Y. 


The  U.S.  Army  1st  Armored  Division  was 
deployed  in  Bosnia. 


New  Beplnyment  Pnlicy 

The  article,  "Army  Sets  New  Policy 
Limiting  Deployments"  (On  Duty,  Au- 
gust), concerned  me.  I  am  in  the  Na- 
tional Guard  and  my  unit  is  to  be  sent  to 
Kuwait  for  five  months.  I  am  excited,  as 
are  the  other  members  of  my  unit.  How- 
ever, we  can't  help  but  feel  neglected. 

In  many  cases,  veterans  applying 
for  government  jobs  get  bonus  points. 
This  does  not  apply  to  the  National 
Guard  or  Reserves  unless  you  have 
served  in  a  deployment  for  180  days  or 
more.  I  see  this  as  the  government  sav- 
ing money,  not  doing  us  a  favor. 

I  will  have  spent  six  years  in  the  ser- 
vice of  my  country  including  an  over- 
seas deployment  to  a  country  that  Con- 
gress still  considers  a  hostile  area,  yet  I 
am  not  considered  a  veteran. 
-  Christopher  M.  Jones,  Franklin,  Ind. 

Cnast  Guard  Plug 

Thank  you  for  the  article  about  the 
Coast  Guard  ("Standing  Watch,"  July). 
You  helped  raise  the  visibility  of  the 
smallest  member  of  our  armed  forces. 
The  Coast  Guard  is  constantly  tasked 
with  doing  more  work  with  less  money. 
-Retired  Chief  Warrant  Officer  Dale 
Bartels,  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Resei-ve, 
Travelers  Rest,  S.C. 

Gurreetlnn 

Editor's  Note:  In  the  article  "No 
Easy  Life"  (September),  Ms.  Keil  re- 
ferred to  C-47  and  C-54  aircraft, 
rather  than  the  C-119s  as  printed.  We 
apologize  for  the  error. 
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Important  news  about 
digital  hearing  aids. 


Seems  like  every  company  that  makes  hearing 
aids  is  talking  about  digital  these  days.  But 
none  of  them  offer  AudioZoom™,  our  patented 
technology  proven  in  clinical  tests  to  help  hearing- 
aid  wearers  better  understand  speech  in 
background  noise.  And  background  noise  is  the 
major  complaint  among  hearing-aid  wearers. 

Every  AudioZoom  hearing  aid  contains  two 
microphones.  One  picks  up  sound  in  front  of  the 
wearer  and  the  other  picks  up  sounds  from  behind. 
A  microcomputer  inside  the  hearing  aid  suppresses 
interfering  background  noise  and  enhances 
conversation. 

Now  AudioZoom  is  even  more  advanced.  We 
call  it  Adaptive  digital  AudioZoom  .  Not  only  does  it 
reduce  noise  from  behind  the  wearer  but  also  noise 
from  the  sides.  It's  like  radar...  constantly  scanning 
around  you  and  reducing  unwanted  noise 
wherever  it's  coming  from. 

Introducing  Claro  \  the  all  digital  solution 

Besides  Adaptive  digital  AudioZoom-Claro-om 
new  line  of  hearing  instruments  features  Digital 
Perception  Processing". 

DPP  is  a  sophisticated  technology  that  lets  Claro 
process  sound  precisely  the  way  the  human  ear 
does. . .  by  calculating  how  each  sound  should  he  heard 
and  amplifying  it  appropriately.  Ordinary  multiband 
hearing  aids,  overamplify  noise  and  other 
unwanted  sounds  which  is  one  reason  why  they  are 
less  effective  when  there's  background  noise. 


And  that's  not  all.  Claro  offers  a  third  break- 
through technology- the  Fine- Scale  Noise  Cancelef'. 
This  circuit  further  separates  important  sounds-like 
speech-from  unwanted,  repetitive  sounds-like 
motors,  fans,  printers  and  the  like. 

A  new  level  of  digital  performance 

By  combining  all  these  new  digital  technologies, 
Claro  has  set  a  new  standard  for  high-quality 
hearing  instruments.  And  despite  its  outstanding 
performance,  Claro  is  competitively  priced  with 
other  high-performance  hearing  aids. 

Value  and  performance.  Two  reasons  why  Claro 
is  your  best  choice  in  hearing  instruments. 

To  learn  more  about  Claro  write  to  us  or  call  our 
toll-free  number,  (888)  566-6473. 


PH9NAK 

hearing  systems 


Call  888-566-6473 

or  write 

4520  Weaver  Parkway 
Warrenville,  IL  60555 

www.phonak-us.com 
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legiottttaires  Can  Make  RecruitiBg  fan 


During  my  acceptance  speech  at 
this  year's  National  Conven- 
tion, I  promised  to  end  the 
membership  slide  of  this  great 
organization.  With  your  help,  I 
know  we  can  accomplish  the 
task. 
All  Legionnaires  have  their 
own  membership  stories,  and 
I'm  no  different.  Forty-five  years  ago, 
my  neighbor  in  Benson,  N.C.,  knocked 
on  my  door.  I  had  just  returned  home  af- 
ter four  years  in  the  Air  Force.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  World  War  I  and  wanted  me 
to  join  his  American  Legion  Post.  He 
was  persuasive,  but  I  doubt  even  he  had 
any  idea  of  how  The  American  Legion 
would  shape  my  future.  As  your  Nation- 
al Commander,  I  want  you  to  consider 
how  a  simple  invitation  to  join  The 
American  Legion  might  impact  our  fu- 
ture. The  way  to  boost  membership  is  to 

"As  Legionnaires  we 
l(now  iiow  to  liave  fun. 
Softball  games,  family 
picnics  and  golf  tourna- 
ments are  frequent 
events.  All  of  tfiose  fun 
activities  can  and 
should  be  turned  into 
recruiting  opportunities." 

make  recruiting  FUN. 

As  Legionnaires  we  know  how  to 
have  fun.  Softball  games,  family  picnics 
and  golf  tournaments  are  frequent  events 
at  many  of  our  15,000  Posts  across  the 
country.  All  of  those  fun  activities  can 
and  should  be  turned  into  recruiting  op- 
portunities. 

And  what  could  be  more  fun  than  vis- 
iting your  local  military  installation  to 
interact  with  the  fine  young  men  and 
women  in  uniform?  We  are  accomplish- 
ing this  through  our  Reconnect  Program. 
Sadly,  many  service  members  on  active 


duty  don't  even  know  they  are  eligible 
for  Legion  membership. 

Fighting  for  Freedom.  When  speaking 
with  members  of  your  military  communi- 
ty, remind  them  the  Legion  is  fighting  for 
decent  pay  raises,  health  care  and  benefits 
for  those  defending  America's  freedom. 
Tell  them  The  American  Legion  wants  to 
ensure  that  they  have  the  weapons  and 
manpower  to  train  properly  and  -  if  need 
be  -  win  America's  wars. 

Tell  potential  Legionnaires  that  the 
world's  largest  veterans  organization 
cares  about  America's  youth.  We  prove 
this  through  such  programs  as  American 
Legion  Baseball,  Oratorical  contests  and 
Boys  State/Nation,  just  to  name  a  few. 

And  when  an  emergency  strikes,  we 
are  there !  We  are  no  strangers  to  floods, 
tornadoes,  hurricanes,  earthquakes  or 
other  natural  disasters.  Just  more  than  a 
year  ago,  members  of  my  Post  were  run- 
ning ice  machines  to  keep  milk  cold  for 
babies  during  North  Carolina's  severe 
floods.  At  a  cemetery  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state.  Legionnaires  were  tying  up- 
rooted caskets  to  trees  to  keep  them  from 
floating  away.  Three  hurricanes  and  37 
inches  of  rain  in  one  week  took  their  toll, 
but  that  didn't  stop  Legionnaires  from 
mobilizing.  Our  National  Emergency 
Fund  provided  more  than  $144,000  in 
grants  to  veterans  and  their  families  dur- 
ing their  time  of  need. 

Some  of  the  best  recruiting  \\\%liiy, 
opportunities  come  from 
"thinking  outside  the  box." 

One  Florida  Post,  for  ex- 
ample,  is  using  the  current  s 
gas  crunch  as  an  opportunity 
to  gain  new  members.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Arthur  Sawyer  Post  ^y^ens^gy 
28  in  Key  West  earn  $  10  in  free    ^'"H 1***^ 
gas  at  a  local  service  station  for  each 
person  they  recruit. 


it  is  large.  We  have  Posts  made  up  of  fire- 
fighters, police  officers,  pilots  and  Harley- 
Davidson  riders!  We  have  Posts  at  sea  and 
in  foreign  lands.  We  have  a  Hollywood 
Post  and  even  an  Elvis  Presley  Post. 

A  fair  question  often  asked  by  non- 
members  is  'why  join?'  When  asked 
this,  I  try  to  answer  with  a  poem  that  I 
once  read.  I  don't  know  who  wrote  it, 
but  it  goes  like  this: 

For  God  and  country,  to  sei-ve  and  care. 
That's  why  I' ma  Legionnaire. 


To  make  my  country  a  better 
place 

and  meet  my  neighbor  face 
^  to  face, 

^  To  help  the  distressed,  their 
cross  to  bear. 

That's  why  Tma  Legionnaire. 


To  face  with  courage  the  coming  day, 
and  teach  my  children  how  to  pray. 


Ray's  Aces.  I  plan  to  initiate  my  own 
"Ray's  Aces"  program  by  awarding  pins 
to  Legionnaires  who  recruit  five  or  more 
members.  Special  recognition  will  also 
go  to  Posts  that  meet  their  recruiting 
goals  for  2000  and  2001. 

If  a  veteran  says  the  Legion  is  not  for 
him  or  her,  remind  the  potential  Legion- 
naire that  our  membership  is  as  diverse  as 


To  make  my  flag  a  symbol  rare. 
That's  why  Tm  a  Legionnaire. 

And  when  our  Great  Commander  calls 
And  taps  are  sounded  for  each  and  all. 


Forget  not  to  breathe  a  prayer, 
thank  the  Lord 
Tm  a  Legionnaire. 


and 
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Own  the  first  knife  to  support  our 
beroes  and  capture  the  spirit  of  "The  WaU" 


First  PVA  knile  to  commemorate  "The  Wall" 
Individually  numbered 
Liiui  ted  forever  to  just  45  casting  days 
Authenticated  with  the  official  PVA  gold-plated  medallion 


Generously  plated 
with  stprling- 
silver  and  22 
karat  gold 


Hand-enaraeled  Vietnam 
Service  Medal  Ribbon 
accented  with  gold 
and  three  bron/i' 
campaign  stars 


Dramatic  scene 

depicting  the 

Vietnam  Veterans' 

Memorial 

ill  vivid  color  .  : 


The  Vietnam  Memorial  ; 
Knife  shown  actual  si/e 
ol7i/;-(ixU'nded) 


JIST  837.50  Unil  A  LIIKTIMK  no;\EV-BACK  Gl  AK  A\Ti:  ll. 


YOUR  purchase  directly  supports  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 
in  helping  our  paralyzed  heroes  achieve  dignity  and  independence. 
So  order  your  premiere,  numbered  edition  collector  knife  today! 


NO  AMERICAN  monument  rivals 
the  power  of  "The  Wall,"  the 
ultimate  expression  of  American 
sacrifice.  Now  Paralyzed  Veterans  of 
America  presents  its  first  knife  to 
support  America's  true  heroes-  our 
paralyzed  veterans  and  those  who 
gave  their  lives  in  Vietnam.  It 
captures  the  poignant  contrast 
between  personal  mementos  left  at 
The  Wall  and  the  Washington 
Monument,  symbol  of  the  values  our 
veterans  have  always  defended. 
Every  detail  is  vivid  and  real-  the 


combat  boots,  helmet  and  purple 

heart. .  .the  wreath  and  the  flowers, 

perhaps  lefl;  by  a  grieving  mother. 

Created  by  award-winning  knife 

designer  Jared  Dietz.  Generously 

plated  in  sterling  silver  and 

22  karat  gold,  hand-enaraeled 

and  individually  numbered. 

To  acquire  this  exceptional 

collecting  premiere 

and  help  America's 

paralyzed  veterans, 

please  mail  your 

^  PSS\ 

order  today.  PARALYZED  VETERANS 

OF  AMERICA 


Mail  to:  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America  Please  mail  promptly! 

Veterans  Commemoratives  Order  Center 
7453  Shipley  Avenue,  Harmons,  MD  21076 

YES.  I  wish  to  support  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America  by  ordering 
THE  WALL  commemorative  knife  including  a  Certificate  of 
Authenticity  and  Lifetime  Guarantee.  I  need  send  no  money  now. 
I  mil  be  billed  for  $37,50*  when  my  knife  is  ready  to  be  sent  to 
me.  I  understand  I  may  only  acquire  one  knife. 

*Plus  $4.95  for  shipping  and  handling.  PA  residents  add  6%  state  sales  tax. 

Signature  


Mr/Mrs/Ms  _ 

Address  

City  


_State_ 


Telephone  (_ 


Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 


[WAll.KN-ALM-ll/OO  | 


National  Commander  Al  Lance  salutes  the  American  Flag  during  the  opening  of  the  82nd  National  Convention. 


IfllOK  HIKORS 


versions 
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6,000  Legion 
delegates  meet 
in  l\/lilwaul(ee. 

By  Tim  Shearer 

s  National  Commander  Al 
Lance  presided  over  the 
opening  session  of  the 
82nd  American  Legion  Na- 
tional Convention,  he  fo- 
cused heavily  on  the  posi- 
tive actions  that  have 
marked  the  past  year. 
;]      "We  all  survived  the 
I  Y2K  scare,  and  The  Amer- 
ican Legion,  Fm  proud  to 
report,  is  alive  and  well,"  he  said  as 
the  Convention  was  called  to  order  in 
Milwaukee's  Midwest  Express  Center 
Sept.  5.  "I  promised  to  travel  and  see 
American  fighting  men  and  women  on 
active  duty  around  the  world.  I  did 
this,  and  now  I  can  tell  you  from  first- 


"/  promised  to  travel  and  see  American 
figliting  men  and  women  on  active  duty 
around  tl\e  world.  I  did  this,  and  now  I  can 
tell  you  from  firsthand  observation  that  they 
are  dedicated.  They  are,  in  essence, 
younger  versions  of  us. " 


during  his  opening 


hand  observation  that  they  are  dedicat- 
ed. They  are,  in  essence,  younger  ver- 
sions of  us." 

Conventioneers  heard  Repubhcan 
presidential  candidate  Gov.  George  W. 
Bush  share  his  vision  for  America. 
Vice  President  Al  Gore,  though  invit- 
ed, was  conspicuously  absent  from  the 
Convention  (See  "Gore  snubs  Legion 
family"  on  page  18). 

Veterans  Vote  2000.  Bush's  speech 
helped  kick  off  "Veterans  Vote  2000," 
an  online  straw  poll  designed  to  give 
the  Democratic  and  Republican  presi- 
dential candidates  feedback  from 
America's  veteran,  active-duty. 
Reserve  and  Guard  communities. 
Straw-poll  voters  were  able  to  register 
online  and  cast  ballots  on  issues 
through  Oct.  17.  The  text  of  Bush's 
remarks  to  the  6,000  convention  dele- 
gates was  posted  on  the  Web  site.  The 
Web  site  also  carried  public  statements 
made  by  Gore  on  issues  affecting  vet- 
erans. 

During  his  speech.  Bush  pledged  to 
rebuild  the  military  power  of  America, 
address  veterans'  rights  and  constitu- 
tionally protect  the  American  Flag 
from  desecration. 

"It's  an  honor  to  be  here  in  the  pres- 
ence of  veterans,"  said  Bush,  a  veteran 
of  the  Texas  Air  National  Guard  and  a 
member  of  Legion  Post  77  in  Houston. 
"When  duty  called  in  the  country's 
hour  of  need,  it  was  you  who  answered 
the  call  and  I  respect  what  you  did." 

Education  concerns  topped  Bush's 
agenda,  and  he  praised  The  Legion  for 
its  efforts  to  improve  the  lives  of  chil- 
dren across  the  nation.  "You  care  for 
the  young  through  child  welfare  foun- 
dations and  through  the  Children's 


-  National  Commander  Al  Lance, 
statements  at  the  82nd  National  Convention 


Miracle  Network,"  he  said.  "The 
American  Legion  is  helping  build 
knowledge  and  character  in  our  young 
people.  You  introduce  students  to  the 
best  traditions  of  this  country." 

Bush  voiced  a  commitment  to  those 
who  served.  As  veterans  age,  they  have 
needs  that  need  to  be  addressed,  espe- 
cially in  the  area  of  health  care. 

"No  discussion  of  health  care  is 
complete  without  addressing  concerns 
of  veterans,"  Bush  said.  "When  I'm 
elected  you  will  have  an  advocate 
working  daily  in  the  White  House." 

He  explained  that  great  things  have 
been  bom  out  of  the  veterans'  health- 
care system,  including  CAT  scans  and 
a  cure  for  tuberculosis,  but  it  is  still  a 
"complicated,  bureaucratic  process." 

"Veterans  are  faced  with  long  lines 
and  a  confusing  process  that  leads  to 
denial  of  claims  that  no  one  can 


Miss  America  2000  Heather  Renee 
French  sings  the  National  Anthem  during 
the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  Milwaukee 
Convention. 

explain,"  he  said.  "And  it  takes  an  av- 
erage of  745  days  to  get  an  answer  on 
an  appeal. 

"The  present  administration  claims 
to  have  reinvented  government,"  he 
added.  "But  that  doesn't  seem  fair  and 
friendly  to  me." 

To  that  end  Bush  promised  to  return 
VA  to  its  prior  role  as  an  organization 
existing  to  help  veterans  and  make  it 


Jennifer  Mele  of  iBelong,  center,  shows  The  American  Legion  Web  site  to  Frederick 
Correy  Sr.,  Post  69,  Providence,  R.I.  (left)  and  Joe  Schaefer,  Post  67,  Lincoln  Park, 
Mich.  Veterans  can  log  onto  www.MyLegion.com  to  read  the  presidential  candidates' 
positions  on  veterans'  issues. 
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troops  to  war,  the  cause 
must  be  just,  the  goal  must 
be  clear  and  the  victory 
must  be  overwhelming. " 


Texas  Gov.  George  W.  Bush  addresses  a  gathering  of  The  American  Legion,  Auxiliary  and  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  at  the 
Convention.  The  presidential  hopeful  affirmed  his  commitment  to  protect  the  flag. 


easier  for  them  to  get  the  help  they  de- 
serve. He  said  he  would  establish  a 
task  force  on  veterans'  health  care, 
manned  with  competent  people  who 
understand  the  needs  of  veterans. 

Also  on  the  forefront  of  his  agenda. 
Bush  said,  is  the  World  War  II  Memor- 
ial in  Washington. 

"We  need  to  preserve  the  memory 


Retired  Maj.  Gen.  Patrick  Brady  tells  dele- 
gates why  he  believes  Old  Glory  should 
be  protected. 


of  your  service,"  he  told  the  Legion- 
naires. "We  need  to  get  the  memorial 
where  it  belongs  -  right  in  the  heart  of 
the  nation's  capital." 

He  also  noted  there  are  empty 
spaces  for  names  on  the  Vietnam 
Memorial,  reserved  for  those  still  miss- 
ing from  that  war,  and  that  nothing  less 
than  full  accounting  is  acceptable.  "All 
who  serve  this  country  must  know  that 
they  will  never  be  abandoned  by 
America,"  he  said. 

Flag-Protection  Amendment.  Bush 
affirmed  his  commitment  to  Old  Glory. 
"You  and  I  share  a  commitment  to  vet- 
erans who  wrote  America's  proud 
record  of  defending  freedom.  You  and  I 
also  share  a  commitment  to  the  nation's 
symbol,"  he  said.  "We  must  not  allow 
for  desecration  of  our  American  Flag." 

He  then  spoke  of  a  commitment  to 
future  veterans.  "The  present  adminis- 
tration inherited  a  military  that  was 
ready  for  the  challenges  and  dangers 
that  face  our  nation,"  he  said.  "The 
next  president  will  inherit  a  military  in 
decline,  and  Legionnaires  understand 
this  problem  and  many  Legionnaires 
have  spoken  out. 

"Should  I  become  president  I  will 


rebuild  the  military  power  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,"  he  promised. 

Bush  said  the  military's  morale  is 
undermined  by  back-to-back  deploy- 
ments, poor  pay  and  shortages  of  equip- 
ment. "Let's  get  this  straight,"  he  added. 
"These  aren't  criticisms  of  the  military; 
they  are  criticisms  of  the  current  com- 
mander in  chief  and  vice  president  for 
not  providing  the  proper  leadership." 

Bush  promised  to  provide  that  lead- 
ership to  America's  military  forces  and 
said  he  plans  to  do  so  by  speaking  up 
and  demanding  nothing  but  the  best. 

"We  will  act  to  give  our  armed 
forces  better  pay,  better  treatment  and 
better  training,"  he  said. 

The  presidential  hopeful  also 
promised  to  curtail  the  increasing  de- 
mands put  on  the  armed  forces. 
"America  will  be  involved  in  the 
world,  but  that  doesn't  mean  our  mili- 
tary will  be  the  answer  to  every  single 
difficult  foreign  relations  policy  ques- 
tion," he  said.  "I'll  order  an  immediate 
review  of  our  overseas  commitments 
in  dozens  of  countries." 

Bush  said  he  plans  to  make  it  clear 
that  America  will  not  put  troops  on  the 
ground  to  keep  warring  parties  apart  all 
around  the  world.  "We'll  let  our 
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Life  is  our  life's  work. 

Would  you  like  to  make  it  yours? 


-ion 

HBEST  COMPANIES  TO  WORK  FOR 

FOmJNE 

2000 


We  have  a  formula  no  other 
pharmaceutical  company  can  duplicate. 
Our  ingredient  for  success— our  people. 
Fortune  magazine  has  named  Pfizer  one  of  the 
best  companies  to  work  for  in  America. 
Pfizer  ranked  number  20  on  Fortune's  top  100  list, 
the  highest  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 
Our  name  is  synonymous  with  innovation  and  success. 

If  yours  is  too,  consider  joining  our  team. 
Visit  us  at  www.pfizercom  or  send  your  resume  to: 
Pfizer  Inc,  235  E.  42nd  St.  4-42,  New  York,  NY  10017. 

Pfizer  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Life  is  our  life's  work. 


Conveiiiion20(IO 


National  Chaplain  Bishop  David  R.  Brown  of  Covington,  La.,  opened  and  closed  the 
Convention  sessions  with  prayer. 


friends  be  peacekeepers;  the  great 
country  of  America  will  be  peacemak- 
ers," he  said. 

The  military  needs  to  be  fully  pre- 
pared to  fight  and  win  wars.  Bush  said, 
adding  that  there  are  too  many  distrac- 
tions taking  away  from  this.  He  added 
that  a  strong  military  is  one  of  the  pri- 
mary keys  to  preventing  war  in  the  first 
place. 

"I  will  use  this  window  of  opportu- 
nity to  create  a  military  for  the  future," 
he  said.  "Our  military  is  organized  to 
face  threats  we  used  to  have  in  the 
Cold  War.  We  need  a  military  that  is 
ready  to  face  the  challenges  of  this 
new  century." 

Bush  said  he  envisions  a  force  that 
is  fast  to  deploy,  easy  to  sustain  and 
packs  a  potent  punch  that  can  win 
overwhelming  victories. 

"When  we  commit  our  troops  to 
war,  the  cause  must  be  just,  the  goal 
must  be  clear  and  the  victory  must  be 
overwhelming,"  he  said. 

"America  is  great  because  of  our 
people,"  Bush  said.  "And  the  veterans 
of  America  are  the  best  people  Ameri- 
ca has  ever  produced." 

Miss  America  Sings.  Highlighting  the 
opening  ceremony  were  Miss  America 
2000  Heather  Renee  French,  singing 
the  National  Anthem,  and  the  Youth 
Choral  Group  from  Milwaukee's  Roo- 
sevelt School  of  the  Arts,  perfomiing 
five  patriotic  songs. 

Conventioneers  honored  two  Past 
National  Commanders  who  passed 
away.  Roger  Munson,  who  served 
from  1992  to  1993,  and  Erie  Cocke  Jr.. 
commander  from  1950  to  195 1 .  were 
honored  as  Sergeant-at-Anns  Charles 
F.  Price  Sr.  lit  the  peace  candle. 

This  year's  Youth  Champions  were 
introduced,  and  the  new  Spirit  of  Ser- 
vice Awards  were  given  to  active-duty 
members  of  each  of  the  military  ser- 
vices. (See  "Legion  honors  friends"  on 
page  20.) 

Wisconsin  Gov.  Tommy  Thompson 
was  one  of  the  first  to  sum  up  the  posi- 
tive impact  The  Legion  has  in  his  state 
as  well  as  across  America.  "There  are 
76,000  Legionnaires  in  Wisconsin's 
527  Posts,  and  they  foiTn  the  patriotic, 
civic  and  social  nucleus  of  our  small 
towns.  That's  the  way  it  is  across 
America,"  he  said. 

After  Thompson  welcomed  the  Leg- 
ionnaires, Lance  returned  to  the  podi- 
um to  present  The  American  Legion 
Distinguished  Service  Medal  to  Sen. 


Orrin  Hatch,  R-Utah.  Hatch  has  been  a 
strong  voice  in  Congress  for  the  past  1 6 
years,  representing  Legion  views  and 
helping  promote  the  causes  of  Ameri- 
canism, the  flag-protection  amendment 
and  a  strong  national  defense. 

"I  have  always  appreciated  the  in- 
put of  people  from  The  American  Le- 
gion," Hatch  said.  "America  also  owes 
The  Legion  a  lot.  Through  scholarship, 
speaking  and  other  youth  programs, 
you  are  lifting  young  people  to  higher 
and  higher  levels." 


Hatch  warned,  though,  that  there 
are  voices  out  there  trying  to  trivialize 
the  things  The  Legion  stands  for.  "We 
need  to  stay  the  course  and  drown  out 
those  who  think  that  desecrating  our 
flag  is  an  acceptable  form  of  protest," 
he  said.  "We  need  to  drown  out  the 
voice  of  an  administration  that  year 
after  year  pays  nothing  but  lip  service 
to  veterans'  needs  until  an  election 
year  comes  around." 

Hatch's  strongest  message  centered 
(See  page  16) 
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joints? 

I  don't  have 
time  for  'em." 


James  Brolin 


''If  sore,  stiff  joints  are  slowing  you  down,  do  what  I  do. 
Take  maximum  strength  Flex-A-Min.  It  goes  right  to  the  source  of 
my  occasional  joint  problems.  So  whether  I'm  in  front  of  or  behind 
the  camera,  now  I  have  the  flexibility  to  move  easily  and  freely." 

Flex-A-Min  is  the  top  quality  brand  with  glucosamine,  chondroitin  and  the  power  of  MSM, 
all  in  one  joint  support  formula  that  nourishes 
and  helps  rebuild  cartilage*  Available 
wherever  quality  vitamins  are  sold. 
1-800-255-8490  www.flexamin.com 


Flex-A-Min 


"Don't  live  with  achy  [~ 
joints.  Now  there's 
maximum  strength 
Flex-A-Min!' 


Formulated  By 
Arthritis  Research  Corporation 


The  Arthritis  Research  Corporation 
proudly  funds  the  research  initiotives 
of  various  arthritis  and  joint  care 
organizations. 

©Arthritis  Research  Corp. 2000 

*  These  statements  have  not  been 
evaluated  by  the  Food  and  Drug 
Adrriinistrotion.  This  product  is  not 
intended  to  diagnose,  treat,  cure, 
or  prevent  any  disease.  |_ 


SAVE  *3.00 

on  any  Flex-A-Min  product 

CONSUMER:  One  coupon  per  purcliose  towards  ony  regular  size.  Not  to  be  used 
in  conjunction  with  any  other  offer  Cash  value  1  /20  of  one  cent.  RETAILER:  Arthritis 
Reseorch  Corp.  will  reimburse  you  for  the  face  value  of  this  coupon,  plus  8  cents 
handling,  provided  this  coupon  is  redeemed  in  accordance  with  Arthritis  Research 
Corp.  Coupon  Redemption  Policy.  Void  where  taxed,  restricted,  or  prohibited  by  law, 
AAoii  to:  Arthritis  Research  Corp.,  P.O.  Box  1040-73,  mWbum.  H\  07041 . 
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Milwaukee  rolls  out  red  carpet 


By  Tim  Shearer 


he  American  Legion  82nd  Annu- 
al National  Convention  Parade 
kicked  off  in  front  of  Mil- 
waukee's Midwest  Express  Cen- 
ter Sept.  3,  with  an  estimated 
6,000  parade  participants.  More 
than  100  units  thrilled  a  crowd 
that  lined  the  route. 

The  parade  represented  a  year 
of  planning  and  behind-the- 
scenes  work  by  many  volunteers, 
including  Parade  Chairman  Earl 
Rigg  of  the  Department  of  Wis- 
consm  and  his  staff. 

Milwaukee  mounted  police  and  a  series  of 
color  guards  led  the  parade  down  Wisconsin 
Avenue,  ending  near  the  Lake  Michigan  wa- 
terfront. Marching  units,  U.S.  Army  combat 
vehicles  and  a  thundering  swarm  of  Harley- 
Davidson  motorcycles  rounded  out  the 
event. 

"The  annual  parade  is  all  about  patriotism 
and  showing  the  American  people  what  The 
Legion  is  all  about,"  said  Billy  Bell,  who 
was  marching  with  Legionnaires  from  South 
Carolina.  "Fve  marched  in  each  parade  since 
1992  and  it's  an  important  part  of  the  con- 


vention to  many  of  us." 

Bell,  who  was  South  Carolina  Department 
Commander  in  1991,  also  explained  how 
Legion  participation  in  parades  is  growing 
more  important  each  year.  "So  many  chil- 
dren don't  have  parents  who  are  GIs  and 
aren't  learning  about  the  flag  or  developing 
a  love  for  our  country,"  he  said.  "Parades  are 
a  chance  to  get  out  and  show  Americans  how 
to  salute  and  honor  the  flag." 

Bell  also  places  flags  in  schoolrooms  in 
his  hometown. 

"We  all  need  to  get  involved  in  teaching 
the  younger  generation  about  flag  respect," 
he  added. 

One  young  man,  Robert  Birchett,  1 1,  of 
Phoenix  needed  no  coaxing  to  march  with 
his  grandmother  and  the  rest  of  Post  35.  "I 
guess  it  is  about  patriotism,"  he  said.  "This 
is  my  first  parade  and  it's  really  exciting  to 
be  out  here."  His  grandmother,  Jeanne 
Birchett,  said  that  events  like  parades  will 
help  Robert's  generation  develop  respect  for 
veterans. 

Tim  Shearer  is  a  member  of  Post  137  in 
Orange  Park,  Fla. 
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Above,  left:  National 
Commander  Al  Lance 
marches  through 
downtown  Milwaukee. 
Above:  "Chief" 
Wayne  Pedigo  leads 
the  Oklahoma 
delegation. 
Right:  Rockland, 
Maine,  Vanguard 
Color  Guard  members 
Nancy  Brackett,  left, 
Brenda  Kalen  and 
Nick  Weatherby 
salute  Old  Glory. 
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National  Commander  Al  Lance  congratulates  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch, 
R-Utah,  after  Hatch  was  awarded  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal. 


on  the  flag  amendment  as  he  related  a 
story  from  Sen.  John  McCain's  days  as 
a  POW.  One  of  his  fellow  prisoners 
made  an  American  Flag  out  of  scraps 
of  cloth  and  was  beaten  when  his  com- 
munist captors  found  it.  The  night  after 
the  beating,  the  severely-battered-but- 
not-defeated  prisoner  stoically  began 
sewing  a  new  one. 

"That  flag  was  not  just  a  piece  of 
cloth  to  those  men,"  Hatch  said.  "It 
was  a  symbol.  It  was  something  that 
sustained  them. 

"With  your  help,  this  next  Congress 
can  pass  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
protect  our  flag  against  desecration." 

Another  warrior  in  the  fight  to  pro- 
tect the  flag,  retired  Maj.  Gen.  Patrick 
H.  Brady,  U.S.  Army,  also  was  opti- 
mistic about  the  amendment. 

"Someday  our  voice  will  be  heard, 
and  it  will  make  a  difference,"  said 


Brady,  chairman 
of  the  Citizens 
Flag  Alliance  and 
a  Medal  of  Honor 
recipient.  "Elec- 
tion years  are  a 
time  that  we  can 
put  people  in  of- 
fice that  will  hear 
our  voice  and 
live  up  to  the 
promises  they 
make. 

"Veterans  to- 
day wouldn't 
have  problems  if 
promises  from 
some  of  the  past 
politicians  had  been  met,"  he  said.  "I 
would  challenge  those  who  support 
desecration  of  the  flag  to  tell  warriors 
face-to-face  that  they  are  fighting  for 
the  right  of  others  to  bum  the  flag.  Old 
Glory  is  a  constant  companion  to  our 
troops  in  the  field.  We  will  recapture 
our  flag." 

Secretary  of  Defense  William  Co- 
hen, who  delivered  a  videotaped  mes- 
sage, lauded  the  Legion's  support  for 
the  military.  Cohen  said  that  fewer 
Americans  are  familiar  with  the  mili- 
tary, but  organizations  like  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  help  re-establish  that  con- 
nection. 

Lt.  Gen.  Timothy  Maude,  deputy 
chief  of  staff  for  personnel  for  the  U.S. 
Army,  emphasized  the  need  to  bridge 
the  gap  between  those  who  have 
served  and  those  who  haven't.  "We 
need  to  get  the  message  out  that  serv- 
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ing  the  country  is  the  right  thing  to 
do,"  he  said.  "It's  more  than  a  job  or  a 
way  to  see  the  world  -  it  is  a  jump- 
start  in  life." 

He  asked  for  the  support  of  Legion- 
naires to  spread  this  message  to  every 
town  in  America.  "You  are  the  influ- 
encers,"  Maude  said.  "You  are  the 
ones  young  Americans  will  listen  to." 

National  Commander  Ray  Smith. 

Convention  delegates  elected  Air 
Force  veteran  Ray  Smith  as  The  Amer- 
ican Legion's  National  Commander  for 
2000-2001. 

"The  membership  slide  is  over," 
Smith  told  cheering  delegates  during 
his  acceptance  speech.  "It's  time  to 
make  recruiting  members  fun." 

Smith,  a  former  North  Carolina  De- 
partment Commander  and  National 
Vice  Commander,  stressed  community 
service  to  the  delegates. 

"When  you  have  fun  in  everything 
you  do  at  the  Post,"  he  added,  "when 
you  create  a  bond  with  members  of 
The  American  Legion  family,  you 
have  success  in  every  program,  includ- 
ing membership." 

Smith  said  Convention  delegates 
have  an  obligation  to  share  this  dream 
with  members  of  their  communities 
and  to  involve  every  member  in  mem- 
bership. 

Smith  is  a  fighter  for  the  flag-pro- 
tection amendment.  "I'm  not  a  lawyer. 
I  don't  have  a  Ph.D.  Shucks,  I'm  just  a 
country  boy  from  North  Carolina,"  he 
said.  "People  ask  me  why  we  keep 
pushing  this  amendment.  I  answer 
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Singer  Crystal  Gayle  was  the  featured  performer  at  the  Convention  banquet.  Gayle  performed  her  signature  songs  "Don't  It  Make 
My  Brown  Eyes  Blue"  and  "I'll  Get  Over  You." 


m  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  NOVEMBER  2000 


"When  you  have  fun  in  everything  you  do  at  the  Post, 
when  you  create  a  bond  with  members  of  The  American 
Legion  family  you  have  success  in  every  program, 
including  membership. " 

-  Ray  G.  Smith,  during  his  acceptance  speecli  as  the  new  National  Commander 


Air  Force  veteran  Ray  Smith  is  sworn  in  by  Past  National  Commander  E.  Roy  Stone. 


them  from  my  heart:  Because  it's  the 
right  thing  to  do! 

"I  don't  beUeve  desecrating  the  flag 
is  freedom  of  speech.  I  do  beUeve  that 
we  truly  represent  the  majority  of 
Americans.  That  is  why  I  keep  pushing 
the  amendment.  That  is  why  we  will  be 
successful." 

Smith  predicted  big  things  ahead 
for  the  world's  largest  veterans'  orga- 
nization. "We  will  taste  victory  for  our 
flag.  We  will  continue  to  dare  mighty 
things.  We  will  increase  our  member- 
ship," he  said.  "We  will  keep  the  Na- 
tional Emergency  Fund  solvent.  We 
will  take  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation 
to  new  heights.  And  we  will  have  fun 
doing  all  of  this."  □ 

Tim  Shearer  is  a  member  of  Post 
137  in  Orange  Park,  Fla.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine  editor  John 
Raughter  also  contributed  to  this 
report. 
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Ray  Smith's  supporters  rally  for  his  candidacy  during  the  Milwaukee  Convention. 
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Gore  snubs  Legion  family,  misses  National  Convention 


Vice  President  Al  Gore  became 
the  first  non-incumbent  presidential 
candidate  to  decline  an  invitation  to 
speak  at  an  American  Legion  Nation- 
al Convention. 

Disappointing  thousands  of  Legion- 
naires in  Milwaukee  and  the  nearly  4 
million  members  of  The  American  Le- 
gion family,  the  Democratic  candidate 
offered  to  send  a  surrogate  in  his  place. 

"It  is  Albert  Gore  who  is  running 
for  president  of  the  United  States,  not 
a  substitute,  no  matter  how  well  quali- 
fied -  so  I  refused  the  offer,"  National 
Commander  Al  Lance  said  on  the 


Convention  podium,  as  the  crowd 
roared  with  approval. 

"I  believe  The  American  Legion,  the 
world's  largest  war-time  veterans'  orga- 
nization, deserves  to  hear  directly  from 
the  man  himself.  The  man  who  would 
be  commander  in  chief  -  and  no  other." 

Lance  pointed  out  that  in  1992  then- 
Gov.  Clinton  spoke  before  the  Legion 
to  explain  the  circumstances  surround- 
ing his  failure  to  serve  in  the  military 
during  Vietnam.  "That  was  a  genuine 
ordeal  by  fire  before  this  audience,  yet 
he  was  warmly  received.  Even  Presi- 
dent Bush  was  applauded  -  and  forgiv- 


en -  when  he  declared  that  September 
7th  was  the  50th  anniversary  of  Pearl 
Harbor.  I  think  the  record  shows  that 
we  are  clearly  non-partisan." 

Lance  said  the  Legion's  straw  poll, 
which  measures  Legionnaire  support 
for  the  candidates'  stand  on  important 
issues,  would  continue.  Legion  staff 
members  researched  Gore's  public 
statements  regarding  the  issues  in 
question.  Those  statements  were  post- 
ed on  www.MyLegion.com.  Excerpts 
from  Gov.  Bush's  speech  before  the 
Legion  Convention  were  also  included 
on  the  Web  site. 


American  Legion  donates 
$3.!iMtoWWII  Meniorial 

The  American  Legion  reiterated  its 
support,  financially  and  otherwise,  for 
construction  of  the  World  War  11  Memo- 
rial on  The  Mall  in  Washington,  D.C. 

During  the  Convention,  then-Na- 
tional Commander  Al  Lance  vowed 
that  The  Legion  would  continue  to 
advocate  in  favor  of  the  memorial's 
proposed  site  and  location  (the  site  has 
since  won  final  approval  from  the  Na- 
tional Capitol  Planning  Commission). 
Lance  also  presented  a  $3.5  million 
donation  to  the  memorial's  fundrais- 
ing  campaign  on  behalf  of  the  entire 
American  Legion  family. 

Retired  Army  Maj.  Gen.  John  Her- 
ding, secretary  of  the  American  Battle 
Monuments  Commission  and  a  member 
of  Legion  Post  1 9  in  Washington,  ac- 
cepted the  donation  as  well  as  individual 
contributions  raised  by  Departments. 

"Lately,  it  seems,  a  vocal  minority 
has  set  out  to  derail  the  construction  of 
the  World  War  II  Memorial  on  The 
Mall  in  our  nation's  capital,"  Lance 
said.  "Thankfully,  they  have  not  been 
successful.  The  American  Legion  fam- 
ily is  very  proud  to  work  with  the 
American  Battle  Monuments  Commis- 
sion and  to  have  been  a  small  part  of 
this  gigantic  undertaking." 


Tooawaodas,Joiietwin 
iiaflie  of  Legion  bands 

"Harmonious  war"  might  seem  like 
an  oxymoron,  but  not  to  those  who  wit- 


Dole  at  Convention  -  Former  Sen. 
Bob  Dole  leads  a  discussion  on 
healthy  aging  with  Legionnaires 
and  Auxiliary  members  at  the 
National  Convention.  Next  to  Dole 
are  Dr.  Mike  Magee  of  Pfizer  Inc., 
left,  and  Dennis  Henkemeyer,  vice 
chairman  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine  Commission. 


nessed  the  best  bands  in  The  American 
Legion  square  off  in  Milwaukee. 

The  Tonawandas  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  New  York  placed  first  in  the 
Concert  Band  Competition,  held  at  the 
Midwest  Express  Center.  They  were 
followed  by  The  American  Legion 
bands  from  greater  Kansas  City,  Joliet, 
111.,  and  Oconomowoc,  Wis.  The  bands 
were  rated  according  to  their  instrumen- 


tation, conducting,  articulation,  and  in- 
tonation and  repertoire  skills. 

The  musicians  from  Joliet  won  the 
Parade  Band  competition.  The  bands 
were  judged  by  their  musicianship, 
march  and  maneuver  skills  and  general 
effect.  The  Tonawandas  and  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  band  from  Fargo,  N.D., 
placed  second  and  third,  respectively. 


Coior  Guards  razor  siiarp 
at  Legion  drill  competition 

Sixteen  drill  units  marched  center 
stage  at  the  convention  center,  compet- 
ing for  top  honors  in  one  of  The  Le- 
gion's most  visible  programs. 

"We  marched  into  battle  under  those 
colors,"  said  Bill  Stokes,  chief  judge  of 
national  competition.  "The  flag  is  a 
meaningful  thing  to  many,  many  peo- 
ple and  The  Legion  is  a  driving  force 
behind  the  amendment  that  is  designed 
to  protect  it." 

The  top  three  finishers  in  each  of  the 
categories  were: 

IVIIiltary  Open  Class 

Post  86  from  Rockville,  Md. 
Pure  Haven  Color  Guard  from  Ames,  Iowa 
SAL  Squadron  148  from  Baltimore. 
Senior  Open  Class 

Lady  Liberties  Color  Guard,  Unit  1830 
from  Scottsville,  N.Y. 
Apple  Core  Color  Guard,  Post  370  from 
Louisiana,  Mo. 

Edward  Schultz  Post  697  from  Lansing,  III. 
Military  Class 

Albany  Post  10  from  Albany,  Ore. 
Port  City  Post  260  from  Portage,  Ind. 
Edward  Schultz  Post  697  from  Lansing,  III. 
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A  Match  Made  in  Heaven 
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The  only  mattress 
that  lets  you  control  the 
firmness  on  your  side  of  the  bed 

Actually,  most  couples  think  they  agree  on  the  firmness  of  a 
mattress  until  they  try  a  SELECT  COMFORP  mattress.  A  full  9  out  of  10 
couples  surveyed  reported  that  they  have  very  different  tastes  w/hen 
they  can  set  the  firmness  to  exactly  their  preference  on  their  side  of  the 
bed.  Plus,  it's  easy!  Just  a  touch  of  a  button  allows  you  to  customize 
your  mattress  exactly  to  your  liking.  That's  why  96%  of  Select  Comfort 
owners  would  recommend  it  to  a  friend! 


Better  support  for  your 
entire  body  thanks  to  our 
nnovative  technology 

The  secret  is  individual  chambers  of  air  that  contour  to 
every  inch  of  your  body  while  you  sleep  providing  the  most 
comfortable  sleep  you  can  imagine.  Research  shows  that 
on  a  Select  Comfort  mattress,  participants  fell  asleep 
faster,  enjoyed  more  restorative  sleep  and  woke  up 
more  refreshed,  ready  to  enjoy  life  to  its  fullest! 


Here's  why  traditional  mattresses  just  don't  measure  up 

Metal  coil  mattresses  create  uncomfortable  pressure  points  and  uneven  support  over  time.  Only  Select  Comfort 
mattresses  cradle  and  support  you  all  night  long  with  the  precise  firmness  you  desire  on  your  side  of  the  bed! 

For  a  FREE  VIDEO  and  Brochure,  call  1  -800-8 


I  Yes!  Please  rush  me  a  Free  Video  and  Brochure. 

I           or  visit  us  @  www.selectcomfort.com/sleeptips 
'  Name.  


Address, 
City  


SELECT  COMFORT 


e-mail 


_State  

Plione 


.Ext.  28077 


Mail  to:  Select  Comfort  Direct 

6 1  OS  Trenton  Lane  N.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55442 

©  2000  Select  Comfort  Direaj 


Miss  America  IHeather  Renee  French  addresses  the  Convention. 


Miss  America  rallies 
troops  at  Convention 

After  singing  a  powerful  version  of 
"The  Star-Spangled  Banner"  during  the 
opening  ceremonies  of  The  American 
Legion's  82nd  National  Convention, 
Miss  America  2000  Heather  Renee 
French  summed  up  her  year  of  promot- 
ing veterans'  causes. 

"I  think  of  many  things  when  I  sing 
the  Anthem  with  my  hand  over  my 
heart,"  she  said.  "1  often  think  about 
my  father  and  brother.  But  this  time  I 
also  thought  about  how  this  is  the  last 
time  I  will  be  singing  this  song  as  Miss 
America.  I'm  proud  to  be  doing  this  for 
The  Legion." 

Then-National  Commander  Al  Lance 
described  how,  during  her  reign.  Miss 
America  has  been  more  than  just  a  vocal 
advocate  for  veterans'  issues.  "She  got 
down  in  the  trenches  and  didn't  just  talk 
to  homeless  vets,  she  put  her  arm  around 
them,"  Lance  said  .  "She  stood  by  us  in 
The  Legion  and  people  listened  to  her. 

"Remember  her  name,  because  this 
isn't  the  last  we  are  going  to  see  of  this 
young  lady,"  he  added. 

French,  brandishing  her  Miss  Ameri- 
ca crown,  compared  the  shiny  headpiece 
to  the  plight  of  homeless  veterans,  a 
cause  she  has  championed  throughout 
her  reign.  "This  crown  is  not  just  a  deco- 
ration for  pretentious  purposes,"  she 
said.  "Every  jewel  and  every  sparkle 
represents  who  you  are  and  a  better  way 
of  life  for  those  275,000  homeless  veter- 


ans who  sleep  on  the  street  every  night. 

"You  are  the  ones  who  deserve  the 
spotlight,"  she  said.  "Each  of  you  de- 
serves the  best  our  country  has  to  offer." 


Legion  honors  friends, 
presents  awards 

The  American  Legion  often  uses  its 
National  Conventions  as  a  forum  to  pre- 
sent awards  to  outstanding  Americans. 
This  year  was  no  different.  However, 
the  82nd  Convention  was  the  debut  of 
the  new  Spirit  of  Service  Awards. 

Enlisted  representatives  from  the  five 
armed  services  were  honored  for  their 
volunteer  service  to  their  local  commu- 
nities. 

Recipients  of  this  year's  awards  were 
Air  Force  Staff  Sgt.  Billy  Fly,  Coast 
Guard  Petty  Officer  2nd  class  Corey 
King,  Army  Sgt.  Laura  Jemigan,  Marine 


Sgt.  Evella  Smith  and  Navy  Petty  Offi- 
cer 2nd  class  Annette  Marie  French. 

The  Legion  also  recognized  those  who 
excelled  in  the  organization's  youth  pro- 
grams during  the  past  year.  They  were 
Boys  Nation  President  Justin  Chapa,  Ju- 
nior Shooting  Sports  Gold  Medalist 
Daniel  Crews,  National  Oratorical  Con- 
test winner  Max  Miller,  Eagle  Scout  of 
the  Year  Erik  Swensen  and  1999  Baseball 
Player  of  the  Year  Jeremy  S.  Roberts. 

The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate 
Award  for  outstanding  journalism  went 
to  "Dateline  NBC"  for  its  investigative 
piece  "Body  of  Evidence." 

The  William  Randolph  Hearst  Tro- 
phy went  to  the  Department  of  Alaska 
for  its  devotion  to  Americanism 
programs.  The  Frank  Belgrano  Jr. 
Award  was  presented  to  the  Department 
of  Illinois  for  its  strong  support  of  Boy 
Scouts.  The  Department  of  Arizona  won 
the  Ralph  T.  O'Neil  Education  Award 
for  supporting  The  American  Legion 
Medal  program. 

Employer  of  the  Year  awards  went  to 
companies  dedicated  to  hiring  veterans. 
Garlick  Helicopters  of  Hamilton,  Mont., 
won  top  honors  in  the  small-business  cat- 
egory. ITS  Medical  Systems  of  Tomah, 
Wis.,  won  in  the  mid-size  (51-200  em- 
ployees) category.  Boeing  Aerospace  Op- 
erations, based  in  Midwest  City,  Okla., 
was  named  Employer  of  the  Year  for  a 
company  with  more  than  200  employees. 

Outstanding  Employment  Service 
Office  of  the  Year  honors  went  to  the 
Oklahoma  City  Metro  South  Office. 

Tom  Little,  a  police  officer  from  De- 
catur, Ala.,  was  honored  as  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  National  Law  Enforcement 
Officer  of  the  Year. 

The  Garland  D.  Murphy  Jr.  Award 
was  presented  to  the  Department  of 
Rorida  for  its  support  of  the  Child  Wel- 
fare Foundation.  The  Department  of  In- 
diana was  named  the  winner  of  the  Child 
Welfare  Foundation  Legacy  Award. 


Air  Force  Staff  Sgt.  Billy  Fly,  left,  Coast  Guard  Petty  Officer  2nd  Class  Corey  King,  Army 
Sgt.  Laura  Jernigan,  Marine  Sgt.  Evella  Smith  and  Navy  Petty  Officer  2nd  Class  Annette 
Marie  French  are  honored  with  The  American  Legion's  Spirit  of  Service  Awards. 
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AIR  POWER 

Own  the  planes  that  won 
World  War  II  in  authentic  1:72  scale 


WRTCHBax: 


■k  Lockheed  P-38I  ★ 
Lightning 

The  Lockheed  P-38J  Lightning 
looks  like  It  did  on  D-Day— with 
engine  exhaust  streaking  its 
wings. ..five  tank  busting  rockets  under 
each  wing... four  machine  guns  and  a 
cannon  in  its  nose... and  the  pilot's 
nose  art.  Manna  s  Boy.  |ust  outside 
the  cockpit.  8/2"  wingspan. 


★  North  American  ★ 
P-51D  Mustang 

The  North  Amencan  P-51 D  Mustang  is  the 
legendary  fighter  that  shot  down  more  enemy  air- 
craft than  any  other  Manned  by  "Bunnie,"  Rosco 
C.  Brown,  one  of  the  famed  Tuskegee  Airmen, 
wearing  his  authentic  flight  gear.  6'/-"  wingspan. 


The  great  allied  fighter  planes  captured  in  models 
so  authentic,  you'll  see  engine  exhaust  streaking  on  the 
wings  and  a  pilot  in  each  cockpit.  Just  $29.95  each. 


★  Chance- Vought 
F4U-1 A  Corsair 

The  Chance-Vought  F4U-1A  Corsair  is 
considered  the  finest  piston-engine 
fighter  plane  ever.  Now  the  plane 
that  knocked  out  68  Japanese  Zeros 
in  Its  first  action  is  captured  in 
die-cast.  6'/)"  wingspan. 


★  Curtiss  ★ 
P-40E  Warhawk 

The  Curtiss  P-40E  Warhawk  is  decorated 
with  the  emblem  of  the  "Flying  Tigers" 
who  helped  the  Chinese  fight  the  Japanese. 
It  was  the  only  modern  American  fighter 
plane  in  service  at  the  time  when  the 
Japanese  attacked  Pearl  Harbor. 
6'A"  wingspan. 


★  Grumman  ★ 
F6F-5  Hellcat 

The  Grumman  F6F-5  Hellcat  shot  down  an 
incredible  5,156  enemy  aircraft,  thus  earning 

the  moniker  the  "Ace  Maker"  Now  cap- 
tured with  authentic  U.S.  Navy  graphics  and 
nose  art.  7"  wingspan. 


When  axis  aggression  threatened  world  peace 
America  and  her  allies  responded— with  the 
best  equipment  and  the  most  courageous 
pilots.  Now  the  wings  that  won  the  war  can 
be  yours  forever  in  a  collection  crafted  to  a 
new  standard  of  authen- 
ticity and  value  by 
Matchbox  Collectibles. 

This  collection  hon- 
ors some  of  the  greatest 
fighter  planes  ever, 
including  the  legendary 
Mustang  and  Hellcat.  It 
captures  the  planes  that 
played  a  pivotal  role  in 
major  battles  like  D-Day. 
And  it  pays  tribute  to 


*  Supermarine 
MR  la  Spitfire 

The  Supermarine  Mkl  a  Spitfire  was  crucial  in  countering  the 
German  Luftwaffe  with  its  Browning  machine  guns,  Hispano  cannon, 
wing-mounted  rockets  and  massive  bomb  load.  6%'  wingspan. 


heroes  like  Pappy  Boyington  in  his  Corsair 
Navy  fighter... and  Captain  Brian  Lane  of  the 
Bhtish  Air  Force  who  flew  his  Spitfire  through 
flak-filled  skies  at  the  Battle  of  Britain. 

Each  die-cast  model  is  entirely  accurate- 
down  to  the  official  mark- 
ings...and  the  wear  and 
tear!  The  pilot  inside  is 
dressed  just  the  way  he 
was  for  battle.  And  the 
propellers  on  each  die-cast 
aircraft  actually  turn.  Yet 
each  model  is  pnced  af 
lust  $29.95.  Send  no  pay- 
ment now.  Mail  your  order 
today  or  call  toll  free: 
1-800-858-0102. 


Each  die-cast  plane  comes  with  its  own  display  stand. 

Crafted  by  the  Greatest  Name  in  Die-Cast' 

Visit  us  online  at  www.matctibox.com 


ORDER  FORM  •  PLEASE  RESPOND  PROMPTLY  ★   ★  ★ 
□  YES.  Enter  my  subscription  to  The  Matchbox  Collectibles  Legendary  Planes  Collection:  The  World 
War  II  Series.  I  need  send  no  money  now.  I  will  receive  one  precision  die-cast  model  approximately 
every  four  weeks  and  will  be  billed  $29.95*  for  each.  My  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  I  may  return 
any  Matchbox  Collectibles  model  within  28  days  for  refund  or  replacement. 
•  Plus  $3.95  per  model  for  shipping,  handling  and  insurance  Sales  tax  will  be  billed  if  applicable 


Name 

ORDERS  SUBJECT  TO  ACCEPTANCE 

PLEASE  PRINT  CLEARLY 

Address 

City 

State  Zip 

NCV049 

Telephone  (include  Area  code) 

Mail  to:  Matchbox  Collectibles ™  P.O.Box  10490,  Glendale,  AZ  85318-0490 
Call  toll  free  1-800-858-0102,  Weekdays:  9:30  am -6  pm  (EST)  Fax  orders  toll  free  to:  1-888-634-9207 


Roster  for  a  New  Legion  Year 


Henry  P.  Bradley 

National  Vice  Commander -Northeast  Region 
Home:  Quincy,  Mass. 
Legion  Membership:  30 

years;  Post  294 
Military  Service:  Mass.  Air 
National  Guard,  1957-61; 
U.S.  Air  Force,  1961-1962; 
Air  Guard/  Army  Reserve, 
1962-95 

Occupation:  Police  Officer  (ret);  Director  of 
Veterans  Services,  Quincy,  Mass. 
Legion  Highlights:  Post  Adj.,  1970;  Post 
Cmdr.,  1972-73, 1985-86;  Dept.  Cmdr., 
1994-95 

National  Positions:  NEC,  Legislative  Cmsn.; 
Constitution  and  By  Lavi^s,  and  Constitutional 
Amendments  Cmtes. 
Region  Includes:  Connecticut.  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Mass- 
achusetts, New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont 


Charles  C.  Ragsdell 

National  Vice  Commander  -  Central  Region 
Home:  Heber  Springs,  Ark. 
Legion  Membership:  22 

years;  Post  64 
Military  Service:  U.S. 
Army,  1949-53 
Occupation:  Retired  farmer 
and  businessman;  Arkansas 
Athletic  Commissioner 
Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1979-80; 
Post  Adj.,  1981-87;  Dept.  Adj.,  1988-93; 
Dept.  Cmdr,  1993-94 

National  Positions:  Public  Relations  Cmsn.; 
Constitution  and  By  Laws  Cmte. 
Region  Includes:  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
France,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma,  Texas 


Dr.  Calvin  C.  Turpin 

National  Chaplain 

I  Home:  Hollister,  Calif. 
a^l^m     Legion  Membership:  15 
^^^^  ,    years;  Post  69 

Military  Service:  U.S. 
Army,  1943-45 
Occupation:  Ordained 
Southern  Baptist  Minister; 
Professor,  various  colleges;  Published  Author 
Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1989-90, 93-94 
National  Positions:  Legislative  and  Foreign 
Relations  Cmsns.;  Legislative  Cncl. 


James  E.  (Jim)  Koutz 

National  Vice  Commander  -  Midwest 
Region 

Home:  Boonville,  Ind. 
Legion  Membership:  29 

years;  Post  200 
Military  Service:  U.S. 
Army,  1969-71 
Occupation:  Amax  Coal 
Warrick  Co.  Veterans  Ser- 

Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1973-84 
(nine  terms);  Dept.  Membership  Chair,  1989- 
90;  Dept.  Cmdr.,  1990-91 
National  Positions:  Legislative  and  Foreign 
Relations  Cmsns.;  Legislative  Cncl. 
Region  Includes:  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  North  Dako- 
ta, Ohio,  South  Dakota,  Wisconsin 


William  A.  (Bill)  Weatherly 

National  Vice  Commander  -  Southeast  Region 
Home:  Sumter,  S.C. 
Legion  Membership:  53 

years;  Post  15 
Military  Service:  U.S. 
Army,  1945-47 
Occupation:  Salesman  and 
Contractor  (ret.);  Sumter 
Co.  Veterans  Assoc.  Chair 
Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1968-69; 
Dept.  Cmdr,  1978-79;  Dept.  Membership 
Chair 

National  Positions:  Americanism  Cncl.  Vice 
Chair  (15  years) 

Region  Includes:  Florida,  Georgia,  Ken- 
tucky, North  Carolina,  Puerto  Rico,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  West  Virginia 


James  L.  Buterbaugh 

National  Historian 

Home:  Winfield,  Kan. 
Legion  Membership:  32 

years;  Post  10 
Military  Service:  U.S. 
Navy  Reserves,  1963-69 
Occupation:  Accountant, 
1971-77;  Insurance-Real 
Estate  Broker,  1977-present 
Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1988-89, 
1998-2000;  Dist.  Cmdr.,  1991-92;  Dept.  His- 
torian, 1992-98 


John  C.  Pellegrini 

National  Vice  Commander - 

Home:  Anaconda,  Mont. 
Legion  Membership:  28 

years;  Post  21 
Military  Service:  U.S. 

Army,  1944-46 
Occupation:  Soft  Drink  Sales 
Manager  and  Plant  Manag- 
er(ret.);  Exec.  Board,  Anaconda  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Montana  Soft 
Drink  Association 

Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1985-87; 
Dept.  Exec.  Committee,  1991-93;  Dept. 
Cmdr.,  1994-95 

National  Positions:  NEC,  Children  and  Youth 
Cmsn.;  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Cmte. 
Region  Includes:  Alaska,  Arizona,  California, 
Colorado,  Hawaii,  Idaho,  Mexico,  Montana, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Phillippines, 
Utah,  Washingtion,  Wyoming 


R.  Shuford  Edmisten 

National  Sergeant-At-Arms 

Home:  Hendersonville, 
N.C. 

Legion  Membership:  17 

years;  Post  77 
Military  Service:  U.S. 
Army,  1968-71 
Occupation:  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Northwestern  Bank  (ret.);  Manager,  For- 
est Lawn  Cemetery 

Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1988-89; 
Dist.  Cmdr.,  1990-91;  Dist.  Membership 
Chair,  1996-98;  Dept.  Cmdr.,  1992-93 
National  Positions:  Public  Relations  and 
Constitutional  Amendments  Cmsns.;  Foreign 
Relations  and  Convention  Cmtes.;  American- 
ism and  Legislative  Cncls. 


:  Photos  by  Tom  Strickland 


Walter  "Frank"  Standi 

Aide  to  the  National  Commander 
Home:  Cary,  N.C. 
Legion  Membership:  16 

years;  Post  67 
Military  Service:  U.S. 
Navy,  1959-63 
Occupation:  North  Carolina 
Highway  Patrol  (ret.) 
Legion  Highlights:  Post  Cmdr.,  1991-93; 
Post  Adj.,  1994-96;  Department  Cmdr., 
1997-98 

National  Positions:  Foreign  Relations  Cmsn.; 
Distinguished  Guests  Cmte.;  Legislative  Cncl. 
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Now  Supporting  Parolyzed  Veterans  of  America 

i^^^.  Exclusive  United  States  Veterans 
Commemorative  Military  Watches 

Personalized  with  your  initials  and  service  years 


NOW  WITH  A  "NIGHT  VISION" 
LUMINOUS  DIAL! 


Your  purchase  directly  supports  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 
in  helping  our  paralyzed  heroes  achieve  dignity  and  independence 


We  are  extremely  proud  to  honor  those  of  you  who  have  served  our 
Country  in  the  United  States  Army,  Navy,  Airforce,  IVIarines  and 
Coast  Guard,  by  commissioning  an  exclusive  commemorative 
Military  watch. 

This  special  timepiece  is  personalized  with  your 
Official  Service  Branch  Emblem,  engraved  with 
your  initials,  years  of  service  and  Legion  Post 
Number,  making  your  watch  a  family  heirloom. 
Delivered  in  a  handsome  gift  box-  perfect  for 
Father's  Day,  Birthdays  and  Holidays. 

Fine  watch  features,  found  in  watches  costing 
much  more,  include  a  precision  quartz  move- 
ment, 24  hour  military  time  dial  that  glows  in 
the  dark,  date  window,  water  resistant  case  and 
adjustable  bracelet,  both  fully  decorated  with  1  micron  of  23  karat  Gold. 


"THANK  YOU"  priced  at  just  $95*,  an  affordable  payment  plan  is ; 
with  no  interest.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  100%  or  return  within  30 
days  for  a  full  refund  or  replacement.  And,  the  vital  watch  movement  is 
covered  by  a  Lifetime  Service  Warranty!  So,  order  today  with  confidence. 

This  beautiful  watch  will  serve  as  a  permanent  reminder  of  your  special 
place  in  history.  And  your  purchase  will  provide  generous  support  to  help 
America's  Paralyzed  Veterans  in  their  continuing  struggle  for  dignity 
and  independence. 


Call  Now  Toll-Free  to  Reserve  Your  Watch 
1 -800-255-3048 

Monday  -  Friday  from  Gam  -  5pm 
Have  your  credit  card  ready  when  ordering  by  phone 
Visit  our  web  site  at:  www.vetcom.coin 


Mail  to-  PARALYZED  VETERANS  OF  AMERICA 

Veterans  Commemoratives  Watch  Order  Center 
^™  7453  Shipley  Avenue,  Hanover,  MD  21 076 

□  YES.  I  wish  to  support  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America  by  ordering  the 
following  Watch(es)  backed  by  a  lifetime  service  warranty:  {/  Choices) 

ARMYQ      NAVYQ      AIR  FORCE  □      MARINE  □      COAST  GUARD  □ 

□  INITIALS  DESIRED  (3):  □  SERVICE  YEARS:  to  

YEAR  YEAR 

□  I  WISH  TO  PAY  AS  FOLLOWS:  ^  POST  #:  

□  Enclosed  is  my  ctieck  or  money  order  for  $  95*  per  watch  payable  to 
"PVA  Veterans  Commemoratives"  as  payment  in  full,  OR 

□  Cliarge  my  credit  card  $95'  per  watch  as  payment  in  full,  OR 

□  Cliarge  my  credit  card  in  4  monthly  installments  of  $23.75*  each  per  watch. 
Credit  Card  #    □  VISA,    □  MASTER  CARD,  or   □  AMEX 

I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I  I 
Expiration  Date:  Month:  Year:  

SIGNATURE  

Daytime  Ptione  #  (  )  

□  Shipping  Address  (We  CANNOT  ship  to  P.O.  Boxes) 

Name  

Address  

City  Sta 


'Plus  $  4.95  per  watch  for  Shipping  and  Handling. 
PA  residents  add  $  6.00  sales  tax. 


-Zip. 


(Allow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery)  s 
I  MILWAT-ALM-11/00  |  I 


82nd  IVational  Convent 

adopts  165  r<»«nl"Hnn« 


Legionnaires  express 
tlieir  collective  will. 

c^0w,  therefore,  be  it 
(Resolved... 


AMERICANISM 

Chairman  Joseph  E.  Caouette  Jr.  (N.H.) 

Res.  No.  299  -  U.S.  Citizenship  Process  -  Encourages 
Congress  to  ensure  comprehensive  background  checks 
are  made  on  all  citizenship  applicants  and  to  prohibit  the 
demeaning  of  the  naturalization  process  and  ceremonies. 

Res.  No.  300  -  Constitutional  Amendment  to  Protect  the 
U.S.  Flag  -  Reaffirms  The  Amencan  Legion's  commit- 
ment to  secure  constitutional  protection  for  the  flag  from 
acts  of  physical  desecration. 

Res.  No.  320  -  Illegal  Aliens  -  Supports  strict  enforce- 
ment of  heavy  penalties  for  employers  who  knowingly 
hire  illegal  aliens;  encourages  funding  for  INS;  urges  de- 
nial of  government  benefits  to  illegal  aliens;  urges  Con- 
gress not  to  expand  the  current  legalization  program;  and 
calls  for  legislation  to  guarantee  mutual  assistance  be- 
tween government  agencies. 

Res.  No.  321  -  Injured  or  Disabled  Non-Citizen  Veterans 
Applying  for  Naturalization  -  Supports  legislation  that 
will  allow  certain  non-citizen  veterans  to  seek  naturaliza- 
tion. 

Res.  No.  322  -  Conscientious  Objectors  Tax  Diversion  - 

Opposes  legislation  that  would  give  conscientious  objec- 
tors the  option  of  diverting  their  tax  monies  from  military 
spending. 

Res.  No.  323  -  Opposition  to  a  Constitutional  Convention  - 

Opposes  a  Constitutional  Convention  and  any  efforts  to 
alter  existing  procedures  for  amending  the  Constitution. 

Res.  No.  324  -  Internal  Security  of  the  United  States  - 
Urges  Congress  to  restore  the  U.S.  House  internal  Secu- 
rity Committee,  to  strengthen  the  CIA  and  FBI,  and  to 
deny  subversive  individuals  or  groups  the  ability  to  infil- 
trate government  agencies  through  federal  employment. 

Res.  No.  325  -  School  Prayer  -  Reaffirms  support  for  a 
constitutional  amendment  that  would  permit  voluntary 
prayer  in  public  buildings,  and  urges  legislation  to  pro- 
mote the  concept  of  school  prayer. 

Res.  No.  326  -  Pledge  of  Allegiance  -  Encourages  the 
President  of  the  U.S.  Senate  and  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  or  designees  to  lead  the  recitation  of  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  at  each  daily  session,  and  urges 
Congress  to  designate  the  Pause  for  the  Pledge  of  Alle- 
giance as  part  of  National  Flag  Day  celebrations. 

Res.  No.  327  -  Return  Patriotic  Holidays  to  Traditional 
Dates  -  Urges  Congress  to  restore  the  official  obser- 
vance of  Lincoln's  Birthday  to  Feb.  12,  Washington's 
Birthday  to  Feb.  22,  Memorial  Day  to  May  30  and  Colum- 
bus Day  to  Oct.  12  each  year;  urges  legislation  to  call  on 
all  American  institutions,  public  and  pnvate,  to  toll  their 
bells  for  one  minute  at  1 1  a.m.  on  Memorial  Day. 

Res.  No.  328  -  Star-Spangled  Banner  -  Encourages  the 
playing  of  the  national  anthem  at  all  sporting  events; 
urges  radio  and  television  stations  to  not  pre-empt  the 
event;  and  promotes  the  establishment  of  March  3  as  a 
national  observance  for  "The  Star-Spangled  Banner." 

Res.  No.  329  -  Award  Medal  of  Honor  to  the  Four  Chap- 
lains -  Requests  Congress  to  award  the  Medal  of  Honor 
posthumously  to  four  Army  chaplains  for  heroism  which 
cost  them  their  lives  Feb.  3, 1943. 

Res.  No.  330  -  Foreign  Manufacture  of  American  Flags  - 
Encourages  purchase  and  display  of  American  Flags 
manufactured  only  in  the  United  States,  and  seeks  legis- 
lation to  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign-made  flags. 

Res.  No.  331  -  English  as  the  Oflicial  U.S.  Language  - 


Urges  Congress  to  pass  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
establish  English  as  the  official  national  language,  and  to 
fund  altemative  bilingual  education  programs  to  achieve 
English  proficiency. 

Res.  No.  332  -  Immigration  Reform  -  Urges  action  to  stop 
illegal  immigration  into  this  country. 

Res.  No.  333  -  Filipino  Veterans  Citizenship  Interview 
Requirement  -  Seeks  a  govemment  ruling  to  allow  Fil- 
ipino veterans  to  apply  for  U.S.  citizenship  in  the  Philip- 
pines. 

Res.  No.  334  -  Support  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America  -  Sup- 
ports the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  in  its  efforts  to  maintain 
and  practice  traditional  family  values. 

Chairman  Elmer  Fuhrhop  (Ohio) 

Res.  No.  301  -  Admission  of  Children  of  U.S.  Citizens  - 

Seeks  amendments  to  the  Immigration  and  Nationality 
Act  to  provide  equal  treatment  in  admission  of  all  children 
of  U.S.  citizens. 
Res.  No.  302  -  Children  in  Pornographic  Literature  -  En- 
courages improvements  in  state  and  federal  laws  aimed 
at  punishing  individuals  involved  in  the  child  pornography 
business. 

Res.  No.  303  -  Production,  Sale  and  Distribution  of  Ob- 
scene Literature  -  Opposes  attempts  to  weaken  current 
laws  governing  obscene  materials. 

Res.  No.  304  -Immunization  Program  -  Reaffirms  sup- 
port for  the  fullest  use  of  vaccines  to  combat  communi- 
cable diseases,  particulariy  for  children. 

Res.  No.  305  -  Violence  and  Vandalism  in  the  Schools  - 
Recommends  state  education  agencies  and  local  law  en- 
forcement officials  develop  programs  aimed  at  reducing 
violence  and  vandalism  in  schools;  urges  Posts  to  assist 
in  these  efforts,  and  urges  Congress  to  enact  legislation 
to  assist  through  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delin- 
quency Prevention. 

Res.  No.  306  -  National  Family  Week  -  Urges  Congress 
to  establish  National  Family  Week  during  Thanksgiving 
Holiday  Week  as  a  permanent  annual  observance. 

Res.  No.  307  -  School  Nutrition  Program  -  Urges  Con- 
gress to  fund  school  nutrition  programs. 

Res.  No.  308  -  Support  for  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice 
and  Delinquency  Prevention  -  Opposes  efforts  to  elim- 
inate the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Pre- 
vention and  its  programs  due  to  lack  of  funding. 

Res.  No.  309  -  Catastrophic  Illness  Among  Children  - 
Reaffirms  support  for  federal  and  state  govemments'  leg- 
islation to  assist  families  faced  with  catastrophic  illness 
of  a  child,  and  urges  the  inclusion  of  catastrophic  illness 
in  the  Maternal  and  Child  Health  Services  Block  Grant 
program. 

Res.  No.  310  -  Drug  Trafficking  -  Urges  Congress  to  fund 
all  border  state,  federal  and  military  dnjg  trafficking  pre- 
vention programs. 

Res.  No.  311  -  Protect  Children  from  Unrestricted  Media 

-  Supports  legislation  to  restrict  the  excessive  use  of  vio- 
lence, vulgarity  and  other  forms  of  moral  depravation  in 
movies,  on  television  and  the  Internet. 
Res.  No.  312  -  Comprehensive  Health  Care  for  Children 
and  Youth  -  Supports  programs  outlined  by  the  Matemal 
and  Child  Health  Bureau  and  urges  Congress  to  fund 
these  programs. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

Chairman  Vincent  M.  Gaughan  (III.) 

Res.  No.  1  -  Change  in  Eligibility  of  Membership  in  The 

American  Legion  -  Petitions  Congress  for  changes  in 

Legion  membership  eligibility. 

ECONOMIC 

Chairman  Robert  E.  David  (S.G.) 

Res.  No.  12  -  Veterans  Employment  Opportunities 
Act,  1 998  -  Seeks  an  amendment  to  Public  Law  1 05- 
339  to  include  those  who  served  honorably  for  at  least 
179  days. 

Res.  No.  20  -  Hire  a  Veteran  Week  -  Urges  institution  of 


The  American  Legion  supports  efforts  to 
encourage  recitation  of  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance. 

a  national  Hire  a  Veteran  Week  during  the  week  of  Veter- 
ans Day  each  year,  and  urges  employers  and  other  citi- 
zens to  recognize  and  support  veterans. 

Res.  No.  26  -  Assign  Local  Veterans  Employment  Rep- 
resentatives -  Petitions  the  Secretary  of  Labor  to  adhere 
to  legal  requirements  of  assigning  Local  Veterans  Em- 
ployment Representatives  positions. 

Res.  No.  35  -  Service  Members  Occupational  Conver- 
sion and  Training  Act  (SMOCTA)  -  Seeks  continuation 
and  adequate  funding  of  the  Service  Members  Occupa- 
tional Conversion  and  Training  Act. 

Res.  No.  40  -  Priority  of  Service  to  Veterans  in  All  One- 
Stop  Centers  -  Preserves  priority  of  service  status  to  vet- 
erans at  one-stop  centers  as  the  Department  of  Labor 
awards  them  to  states. 

Res.  No.  43  -  Tax  Credits  for  Certain  Employers  -  Seeks 
legislation  providing  tax  credits  to  any  employer  who  ei- 
ther pays  a  regular  salary  to  employees  called  to  active 
duty  or  makes  up  the  difference  between  the  employee's 
military  pay  and  civilian  salary. 

Res.  No.  44  -  Re-establish  Adjustable  Rate  Mortgages 
tor  VA  Loan  Guaranty  Program  -  Reaffirms  support  for 
legislation  to  reinstate  VA's  Adjustable  Rate  Mortgage 
Program. 

Res.  No.  49  -  Home  Loan  Program  Extended  to  Lebanon, 
Grenada,  Panama  and  Gulf  Veterans  -  Urges  changes 
in  the  IRS  Code  of  1986  to  further  define  "Qualified  Vet- 
eran." 

Res.  No.  52  -  Recognition  of  Military  Service  and  Pay  - 

Seeks  legislation  requiring  federal  agencies  to  take  into 
consideration  military  experience  and  military  pay  history 
when  computing  an  applicant's  starting  salary. 
Res.  No.  54  -  TAP  Training  Availability  -  Seeks  legislation 
to  make  the  Transition  Assistance  Program  permanent 
and  require  all  service  members  to  be  given  an  opportu- 
nity to  participate  in  the  training  before  separation  or  re- 
tirement. 

Res.  No.  64  -  Funding  for  Veterans'  Employment  and 
Training  Service  -  Lobbies  Congress  and  the  Veterans' 
Employment  and  Training  Service  for  a  budget  to  ade- 
quately address  the  needs  of  veterans  and  active-duty 
members  who  receive  TAP  assistance  and  veterans  who 
receive  other  assistance  by  the  Department  of  Labor. 

Res.  No.  130  -  All-Volunteer  Force  Educational  Assis- 
tance Program  -  Supports  major  enhancements  to  the 
current  All-Volunteer  Force  Education  Assistance  Pro- 
gram, better  known  as  the  Montgomery  Gl  Bill. 

Res.  No.  131  -  Reinvention  of  Veterans'  Employment 
and  Training  Service  -  Supports  reorganization  of  the 
Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  to  make  it 
more  effective,  efficient  and  responsive  to  veterans' 
needs. 

Res.  No.  133  -  Study  of  Licensure  and  Certification  Re- 
quirements -  Supports  efforts  to  eliminate  employment 
barriers  that  impede  the  transfer  of  military  job  skills  to 
the  civilian  labor  market;  urges  the  Department  of  De- 
fense to  ensure  service  members  are  infonned  about  li- 
censure or  certification  requirements  when  entering  the 
civilian  workforce. 

Res.  No.  142  -  Preference  for  Veterans  in  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  -  Supports  legislation  to  give  pref- 
erence to  veterans  and  their  families  in  obtaining  housing 
through  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
programs. 

Res.  No.  143  -  Home  Loan  Guaranty  Program  -  Supports 
raising  the  VA  Home  Loan  Guaranty  limit  to  $227,150. 

Res.  No.  144  -  Funding  for  Homeless  Veterans  -  Renews 
commitment  to  assist  homeless  veterans  and  their  fami- 
lies; supports  public  and  private  efforts  to  aid  homeless 
veterans  and  their  families;  and  seeks  medical,  rehabilita- 
tive and  employment  assistance  to  homeless  veterans 
and  their  families. 
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Res.  No.  145  -  Improved  Small-Business  Services  for 
America's  Veteran-Entrepreneurs  -  Supports  legislation 
to  reauthorize  and  fund  a  VA  small-business  loan  program 
for  disabled,  Vietnam  and  post-Vietnam  veterans. 

Res.  No.  146  -  Reimbursement  for  Correspondence  and 
Distance  Learning  Courses  -  Supports  efforts  to  restore 
tfie  reimbursement  rate  for  distance  learning  training  to 
90  percent  of  tuition. 

Res.  No.  148  -  Employment  of  Veterans  in  Government 
Work  Force  -  Opposes  any  attempt  to  degrade,  dilute  or 
modify  the  precedent  of  job  eligibility  preference  for  vet- 
erans; and  opposes  legislation  that  would  reduce  em- 
ployment opportunities  for  veterans  in  the  federal  or  state 
w/orkforce. 

Res.  No.  149  -  Disabled  Veterans  as  Priority  Under 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  -  Urges  Congress  to 
enact  legislation  giving  disabled  veterans  priority  in  affir- 
mative action  as  a  group  within  other  designated  groups 
for  which  affimiative  action  is  required. 

Res.  No.  151  -  Job  Protection  for  Veterans  Requiring 
Visits  to  VA  Facilities  -  Urges  state  and  federal  legisla- 
tors to  adopt  provisions  to  protect,  from  any  employer, 
any  veteran  who  is  required  to  report  to  VA  facilities  for 
rehabilitation,  counseling,  evaluation  or  treatment  for  any 
service-connected  condition  treated  by  VA. 

Res.  No.  163  -  Report  Veterans'  Wages  at  Placement  - 
Urges  state  employment  security  agencies  to  voluntarily 
report  veterans'  wages  at  placement,  and  urges  Con- 
gress and  the  Department  of  Labor  to  an-ange  for  such 
reporting. 

Res.  No.  222  -  Transfer  of  Veterans'  Employment  and 
Training  Service  to  VA  -  Opposes  legislation  to  transfer 
the  Department  of  Labor's  Veterans'  Employment  and 
Training  Service  to  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

Res.  No.  231  -  Credit  Service  of  Military  Retirees  Toward 
Federal  Employment  Benefits  -  Supports  legislation  to 
amend  Title  5,  U.S.  Code,  to  allow  military  retirees  enter- 
ing federal  service  to  credit  all  military  service  to  accrual 
of  annual  leave. 

Res.  No.  251  -  Revision  of  VETS  Performance  Stan- 
dards -  Seeks  a  revision  of  existing  Veterans'  Employ- 
ment and  Training  Service  reporting  requirements  for 
measuring  performance  standards  and  for  determining 
compliance  with  requirements  in  providing  employment 
services  to  veterans. 

Res.  No.  253  -  Homestead  Privilege  to  Veterans  -  Peti- 
tions Congress  to  open  up  homestead  privileges  to  veter- 
ans on  a  priority  basis. 

Res.  No.  259  -  National  Veterans'  Training  Institute  -  Pe- 
titions Congress  to  continue  full  funding  of  the  National 
Veterans'  Training  Institute  as  required  by  law. 

Res.  No.  269  -  Veterans'  Hiring  Preference  for  Federal 
Contractors  -  Urges  Congress  to  alter  the  tenninology  of 
covered  groups  under  Title  38,  U.S.  Code. 

Res.  No.  272  -  Veterans'  Hiring  Preference  from  Em- 
ployers with  Federal  Grants  -  Seeks  to  ensure  that  vet- 
erans receive  preference  from  employers  with  grants  and 
contracts  from  the  federal  government  and  preference 
from  employers  who  receive  funding  on  federally  assist- 
ed projects. 

FOREIGN  REWnONS 

Chairman  William  M.  Bishop  (Alaska) 

Res.  No.  2  -  Relations  With  the  Republic  of  China  -  Sup- 
ports and  encourages  continued  sales  of  sophisticated 
American  weapons  systems  to  the  Republic  of  China 
(Taiwan)  so  that  it  can  maintain  sufficient  self-defense. 

Res.  No.  3  -  Peace  and  Democracy  in  Taiwan  -  Supports 
and  encourages  the  democratic  process  in  Taiwan  and 
urges  peaceful  dialogue  between  Taiwan  and  China. 

Res.  No.  70  -  Panama  Canal  -  Establishes  the  belief  that 
the  United  States  should  act  to  ensure  the  Panama  Canal 
is  operated  efficiently  and  consistently  with  U.S.  national 
security  interests;  seeks  agreements  to  continue  station- 
ing U.S.  forces  in  Panama;  and  encourages  democratic 
evolution  in  Panama. 

Res.  No.  71  -  Policy  on  Central  America  -  Urges  U.S. 
economic  aid  to  friendly,  democratic  societies  with  mar- 
ket economies,  and  recommends  minimal  U.S.  military 
aid  in  Central  America. 

Res.  No.  72  -  War  on  Drugs  in  Latin  America  -  Urges 
economic  assistance  and  continued  cooperation  with 
Latin  American  nations  to  destroy  illegal  dmg  trafficking. 

Res.  No.  73  -  Policy  on  Mexico  -  Urges  increased  em- 
phasis on  IVIexican-U.S.  cooperation  to  enhance  pros- 
perity and  security;  urges  expanded  number  of  scholar- 
ships to  Mexicans;  and  recommends  a  student  exchange 
program  between  the  two  countries. 


Res.  No.  74  -  Policy  on  Cuba  -  Urges  mainiaining  conFol 
of  Guantanamo  Bay  Naval  Base,  continuing  intelligence 
flights  over  Cuba,  and  continuing  broadcasting  news  and 
infonnation  to  the  Cuban  people. 

Res.  No.  76  -  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative  - 
Supports  U.S.  participation  in  Enterprise  for  the  Americas 
Initiative,  seeking  to  enhance  growth  and  cooperation 
throughout  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  (except 
Cuba). 

Res.  No.  87  -  Priority  POW/MIA  Actions  -  Urges  the  re- 
turn of  U.S.  service  members  who  are  still  Prisoners  of 
War  or  Missing  in  Action. 

Res.  No.  88  -  Principles  of  U.S.  Foreign  Policy  -  Supports 
U.S.  foreign  policy  objectives  of  maintaining  peace  with 
freedom  while  preserving  and  promoting  democracy. 

Res.  No.  89  -  United  Nations  -  Urges  U.N.  refomis,  in- 
cluding the  establishment  of  an  equitable  fiduciary  rela- 
tionship between  the  United  States  and  other  U.N.  coun- 

Res.  No.  90  -  Foreign  Lobbying  -  Calls  for  comprehensive 
hearings  to  ascertain  the  influence  of  foreign  govern- 
ments in  the  nation's  capitol,  particulariy  financial  contri- 
butions to  presidential  campaigns,  and  to  correct  any 
abuses. 

Res.  No.  91  -  Vietnam  POW/MIA  Policy  -  Urges  the  ad- 
ministration to  ensure  pledges  made  by  the  Socialist  Re- 
public of  Vietnam  are  fulfilled,  and  if  not,  to  oppose  further 
improvements  of  economic  and  political  relations. 

Res.  No.  92  -  World  War  II,  Cold  War  and  Korean  War 
POW/MIAs  -  Urges  the  U.S.  govemment  to  resolve  the 
fate  of  unaccounted-for  Americans. 

Res.  No.  290  -  Embargo  With  Cuba  -  Urges  Congress  to 
lift  the  economic  embargo  on  Cuba  and  allow  free  trade 
with  the  United  States  -  if  Cuba  takes  positive  action  to- 
ward a  more  open  and  free  society. 

Res.  No.  316  -  Policy  on  Balkan  Deployments  -  Urges 
withdrawal  of  U.S.  military  forces  deployed  in  the  Balkans 
as  soon  as  possible  and  encourages  our  European  allies 
to  shoulder  more  of  the  burden  for  providing  security  and 
economic  rehabilitation  to  the  region. 

Res.  No.  31 7  -  Trade  with  the  People's  Republic  of  Chi- 
na -  Does  not  support  pennanent  normal  trade  relations 
with  China  or  China's  entry  into  the  Worid  Trade  Organi- 
zation unless  China  cooperates  with  certain  policies. 

Res.  No.  318  -  Policy  on  Support  to  the  Republic  of  Ko- 
rea -  Urges  reconciliation  between  the  two  Koreas,  and 
that  the  U.S.  and  Republic  of  Korean  governments  in- 
crease contact  with  the  North  Korean  govemment  to  re- 
solve the  Korean  War  POW/MIA  issue. 

Res.  No.  319  -  America's  Future  -  Urges  the  U.S.  gov- 
emment to  adopt  a  bipartisan  national  security-foreign 
policy  of  "Democratic  Activism,"  promoting  democratic 
values,  maintaining  adequate  military  strength  to  deter  or 
defeat  aggression,  cooperating  with  allies,  encouraging 
free  and  fair  trade,  and  assisting  developing  nations. 

INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Chairman  Herman  G.  Harrington  (N.Y.) 

Res.  No.  313  -  Appreciation  to  Host  City  -  Expresses  ap- 
preciation to  key  people  involved  with  making  the  82nd 
National  Convention  a  complete  success. 

Res.  No.  314  -  Legal  Immunity  for  Volunteers  -  Urges 
legislation  to  provide  volunteers  immunity  from  all  suits 
alleging  negligence  in  their  volunteer  capacity. 

Res.  No.  315  -  Post  Tax  Exempt  Status  -  Supports  legis- 
lation to  amend  U.S.  Code  to  allow  American  Legion  Aux- 
iliary and  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  and  family  mem- 
bers of  Legion  members  to  use  Post  facilities  without  en- 
dangering the  tax-exempt  status  of  the  host  Post. 

Chairman  Allen  L.  Titus  (Ind.) 

Res.  No.  53  -  National  Missile  Defense  -  Urges  the  U.S. 
government  to  renegotiate,  modify  or  abrogate  the  Anti- 
Ballistic  Missile  Treaty  of  1972  and  to  develop  and  de- 
ploy a  national  missile  defense  system. 

Res.  No.  55  -  Selective  Service  System  Registration 
Program  -  Supports  retention  of  the  Selective  Service 
Registration  Program. 

Res.  No.  56  -  Readiness  of  the  U.S.  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps  -  Urges  Congress  to  fully  fund  the  U.S.  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps  to  maintain  a  high  degree  of  readiness. 

Res.  No.  57  -  Aerospace  Production  and  Research  - 
Urges  Congress  to  commit  to  keeping  the  United  States' 
status  as  the  worid  leader  in  aeronautics  and  aircraft  pro- 
duction, and  in  space  exploration  and  research. 

Res.  No.  60  -  Modernization  of  the  U.S.  Army  -  Urges 
Congress  to  fully  fund  the  Army  to  maintain  a  full  an-ay  of 


options  to  meet  the  threats  of  the  21  st  century. 
Res.  No.  84  -  Policy  on  the  Use  of  Depleted  Uranium  - 

Urges  the  Department  of  Defense  to  require  its  comman- 
ders to  inform  their  subordinates  about  the  dangers  of 
approaching  targets  that  have  been  destroyed  by  deplet- 
ed uranium  munitions  and  to  conduct  scientific  studies  to 
detemiine  the  extent  of  fallout  near  these  targets. 

Res.  No.  94  -  Combating  Potential  Biological,  Cyber- 
space and  Other  Threats  in  the  21st  Century  -  Urges 
Congress  to  provide  resources  to  combat  potential  bio- 
logical, cyberspace  and  other  threats  to  the  United  States 
in  the  21  st  century. 

Res.  No.  95  -  Uniformed  Services  Former  Spouses  Pro- 
tection Act  -  Supports  the  principal  that  spouses  of  mili- 
tary personnel  have  the  right  to  adequate  support,  and 
that  military  pay  should  only  be  included  on  a  case-by- 
case  basis. 

Res.  No.  96  -  Military  Commissaries  -  Urges  Congress 
and  the  Department  of  Defense  to  continue  funding  the 
military  commissary  system. 

Res.  No.  97  -  Collegiate  and  High  School  ROTC  Pro- 
grams -  Urges  Congress  and  the  Department  of  Defense 
to  continue  funding  the  collegiate  ROTC  programs  and 
expand  high  school  JROTC  programs. 

Res.  No.  98  -  Non-Federal  Roles  of  the  National  Guard  - 
Urges  Congress  to  retain  National  Guard  units  at  reason- 
able levels  to  provide  assistance  for  civil  disturbances, 
disasters  and  dmg  interdiction. 

Res.  No.  99  -  Total  Force  Policy  and  Viable  National 
Guard  and  Reserve  Forces  -  Urges  realistic  manning, 
structure,  equipment,  training  and  readiness  for  National 
Guard  and  Reserve  forces. 

Res.  No.  100  -  Combating  Crime  in  America  -  Recom- 
mends municipal,  state  and  federal  authorities  take  mea- 
sures against  repeat  youthful  offenders. 

Res.  No.  101  -  Theater  Missile  Defense  Systems  -  Urges 
Congress  to  fund  and  deploy  a  missile  defense  in  high- 
threat  theaters  of  operation. 

Res.  No.  102  -  Foreign  Investments  in  American  De- 
fense Industries  -  Urges  the  govemment  to  ensure  for- 
eign governments  are  not  permitted  to  own  critical  U.S. 
defense  industries;  opposes  the  transfer  and  sale  of  sen- 
sitive U.S.  technologies. 

Res.  No.  103  -  Rebuilding  America's  Defense  Industrial 
Base  -  Urges  Congress  to  provide  funding  to  retain  our 
technological  edge  in  the  21  st  century  and  to  assure  our 
military  production  can  surge  whenever  U.S.  military 
power  is  committed. 

Res.  No.  104  -  U.S.  Military  Forces  in  Peacekeeping  Op- 
erations -  Urges  the  govemment  to  cleariy  define  its  vi- 
tal national  interests  as  they  relate  to  all  military  opera- 
tions; to  have  Congress  approve  the  commitment  of  U.S. 
troops  to  any  further  peacekeeping  and  humanitarian  op- 
erations; to  not  allow  U.S.  military  forces  to  be  placed  un- 
derforeign  or  U.N.  operational  control  in  most  cases;  and 
to  grant  full  POW  status  to  service  members  captured 
during  these  operations. 

Res.  No.  105  -  Anthrax  Vaccination  Immunization  Pro- 
gram -  Supports  the  continued  monitoring  of  the  Anthrax 
Vaccination  Implementation  Program,  urges  congres- 
sional oversight;  and  urges  production  of  a  newer, 
proven  vaccine. 

Res.  No.  106  -  Contingency  Planning  for  Military  Con- 
scription -  Urges  Congress  and  the  Selective  Service 
System  to  develop  contingency  plans  for  implementing  a 
fair  and  equitable  conscription  system  as  a  source  of  mil- 
itary manpower. 

Res.  No.  108  -  Support  for  the  Jones  Maritime  Act  and 
Related  Cabotage  Laws  -  Supports  the  Jones  Act  and 
related  maritime  cabotage  laws  critical  to  America's  mar- 
itime infrastmcture  and,  therefore,  national  defense;  sup- 
ports providing  commercially-operated  ships  on  long- 
tenri  charter  for  logistic  support  to  Naval  forces;  supports 
proposals  to  move  taick  traffic  from  coastal  highway  and 
train  conidors  to  offshore  ships;  and  supports  measures 
to  maintain  a  robust  U.S. -flagged  Merchant  Marine. 

Res.  No.  109  -  Using  Military  Personnel  for  Experimen- 
tation Purposes  -  Opposes  the  utilization  of  service 
members  for  human  experimentation  without  their 
knowledge  or  consent. 

Res.  No.  110- Armed  Forces  Retirement  Homes  -  Urges 
Congress  to  provide  for  the  long-term  solvency  and  via- 
bility of  the  U.S.  Soldiers'  and  Airmen's  Home  and  the 
U.S.  Naval  Home. 

Res.  No.  111  -  American  Battle  Monuments  Commission 
Funding  -  Urges  Congress  to  provide  funding  and  hu- 
man resources  to  the  American  Battle  Monuments  Com- 
mission. 
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)  toention  2000  -  Resolutions 


Res.  No.  112  -  Proposals  to  Ensure  a  Strong  National 
Defense  -  Urges  Congress  to  implement  four  specific 
recommendations  with  regard  to  cun-ent  and  future  de- 
fense budgets. 

Res.  No.  1 1 4  -  Military  Recruiters  in  High  Schools  -  Sup- 
ports legislation  to  encourage  high  schools  to  allow  ac- 
cess to  military  recruiters. 

Res.  No.  115  -  Oppose  Pardon  for  Convicted  Spy 
Jonathan  Pollard  -  Urges  the  president  not  to  grant  a 
pardon  to  convicted  Israeli  spy  Jonathan  Pollard  under 
any  circumstances  and  to  require  him  to  serve  his  full  life 
sentence. 

Res.  No.  116  -  Retention  of  Vieques  Weapons  Range  - 

Urges  Congress  to  support  the  continued  live-fire  use  of 
Vieques  Weapons  Range  as  vital  to  the  readiness  of  U.S. 
naval  task  force  groups. 
Res.  No.  117  -  Concurrent  Receipt  of  IVIilitary  Retired 
Pay  and  VA  Disability  Compensation  -  Urges  Congress 
to  fund  the  concurrent  receipt  of  military  retirement  pay 
for  longevity  and  disability  compensation  for  all  disabled 
retirees. 

Res.  No.  118  -  Homosexuals  Serving  in  the  Armed 
Forces  -  Supports  the  former  Department  of  Defense 
policy  that  homosexuality  is  incompatible  with  military 
service. 

Res.  No.  119  -  Separate  Gender  Basic  Training  -  Sup- 
ports separate  gender  basic  training  and  separate  billet- 
ing in  basic  training. 

Res.  No.  1 20  -  Service  of  Women  in  the  Armed  Forces  - 

Supports  the  exclusion  of  military  women  from  direct 
ground  combat  roles,  including  special  operations  units 
and  service  on  submarines. 

Res.  No.  1 21  -  Quality-of-Life  Features  -  Urges  Congress 
and  the  Department  of  Defense  to  fund  quality-of-life  fea- 
tures for  military  members  such  as  pay,  health  services 
and  cost-of-living  adjustments. 

Res.  No.  122  -  Department  of  Defense  Health  Care 
Reform  for  Military  Beneficiaries  -  Recommends 
the  Department  of  Defense  adopt  certain  guidelines  in 
the  TRICARE  health-care  package  for  military  re- 
tirees, dependents  and  military  survivors. 

Res.  No.  123  -  National  Security  Principles  -  Upholds 
specific  national  security  principles  as  fundamental 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States. 

Res.  No.  124  -  Military  Funeral  Honors  for  Veterans 
-  Urges  Congress  to  mandate  and  fund  military  hon- 
ors upon  request  at  veterans'  funerals;  encourages 
DoD  to  participate  more  in  military  funeral  honors. 

Res.  No.  125  -  Uniformed  Services  University  of  the 
Health  Sciences  (USUHS)  -  Urges  Congress  to  ex- 
pand the  F.  Edward  Hebert  School  of  Medicine  and 
the  USUHS  as  a  continued  source  of  uniformed 
physicians,  nurses  and  scientists  dedicated  to  ca- 
reers of  service  in  the  military  and  the  Public  Health 
Service. 

Res.  No.  126  -  Support  for  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  - 

Urges  Congress  to  fund  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  budget 
to  include  deepwater  initiatives. 

Res.  No.  162  -  Support  for  Aeronautical  Research  - 
Urges  Congress  to  restore  full  funding  of  the  NASA 
budget  and  mandate  1 0  percent  of  NASA's  budget  for 
aeronautical  research  programs,  to  direct  NASA  to 
achieve  goals  announced  in  1997  and  to  restore 
NASA's  budget  to  its  1990  funding  levels. 

Res.  No.  164  -  Support  for  the  National  Space  Pro- 
gram -  Urges  Congress  to  adopt  objectives  for  the 
National  Space  Program  in  regards  to  management, 
cost,  national  security,  exploration,  launch  and 
propulsion  systems,  and  liaisons  with  other  space- 
faring  nations  who  share  U.S.  goals. 

Res.  No.  174  -  USS  Montana  (SSN-777)  -  Requests 
the  secretary  of  the  Navy  designate  nuclear  attack 
submarine  hull  number  777  as  the  USS  Montana. 

Res.  No.  187  -  Security  of  Nuclear  Weapons  Tech- 
nology -  Supports  the  transfer  of  the  security  of  U.S. 
nuclear  weapons  technology  and  systems  from  the 
Department  of  Energy  to  the  Department  of  Defense. 

Res.  No.  201  -  Manufacturing  M-16  Rifles  Abroad  - 
Calls  for  the  review  of  M-16  rifle  manufacturing  con- 
tract to  FN  Hershal  and  an  explanation  as  to  why  a  for- 
eign arms  manufacturer  was  selected  for  the  contract. 

Res.  No.  266  -  Nuclear  Energy  and  Nuclear  Waste  - 
Urges  Congress  to  compel  the  Department  of  Energy 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Nuclear  Waste 
Policy  Act. 

Res.  No.  267  -  Domestic  Energy  and  Production  - 

Urges  Congress  and  the  Department  of  Energy  to  im- 
plement provisions  of  the  Energy  Policy  Act  for  fur- 
ther development  of  domestic  sources  of  energy. 


Res.  No.  335  -  Support  for  the  Second  Amendment  - 

Urges  our  nation's  lawmakers  to  preserve  the  right 
for  law-abiding  citizens  to  keep  and  bear  arms. 

Res.  No.  336  -  Appropriations  Oversight  for  the  Se- 
lective Service  System  -  Urges  Congress  to  place 
oversight  for  the  Selective  Service  System  under  the 
Defense  Appropriations  Subcommittee  at  the  start  of 
the  fiscal  2002  budget  process. 

Res.  No.  337  -  Burial  Eligibility  for  Arlington  National 
Cemetery  -  Urges  Congress  to  codify  eligibility  crite- 
ria for  burial  at  Ariington  National  Cemetery. 

Res.  No.  338  -  Support  for  the  U.S.  Air  Force  -  Urges 
Congress  to  support  the  Air  Force's  commitment  to 
attract,  retain  and  train  quality  people  and  to  enhance 
readiness  through  total  force  integration. 

■i 

Chairman  Thomas  P.  Cadmus  (Mich.) 

Res.  No.  50  -  Policy  on  the  Slate  Veterans'  Home  Pro- 
gram -  Supports  funding  for  and  improvements  to  state 
veterans'  homes. 

Res.  No.  51  -  Protect  Disability  Rating  After  10  Years  - 
Recommends  amendment  to  Title  38,  U.S.  Code,  to  pro- 
vide that  disability  evaluations  are  continuously  protected 
after  a  period  of  1 0  years. 

Res.  No.  58  -  Special  Pension  for  World  War  I  Veterans 
-  Seeks  legislation  to  amend  Title  38,  U.S.  Code,  to  au- 
thorize the  VA  secretary  to  pay  each  World  War  I  veteran 
who  meets  service  requirements  a  special  pension  of 
$150  per  month. 

Res.  No.  61  -  Former  POWs  Elevated  to  the  Priority  One 
Eligibility  Classification  -  Supports  elevating  former 
POWs  to  their  rightful  position  of  Priority  One  of  VA's 
health-care  eligibility  system. 

Res.  No.  68  -  Entitlement  to  VA  Headstones  -  Supports 
entitlement  for  all  honorably  discharged  veterans  to  an 
appropriate  grave  marker  provided  by  VA. 

Res.  No.  69  -  Policy  on  the  National  Cemetery  Adminis- 
tration -  Supports  the  establishment  of  additional  state 
and  national  cemeteries,  opposes  "user  fees"  for  burials, 
and  supports  restoration  of  the  criteria  to  provide  eligibil- 
ity for  a  government-furnished  headstone. 

Res.  No.  78  -  Transfer  of  the  Fort  Lyon  VAMC  -  Urges  VA 
to  retain  health-care  facilities  at  the  Fort  Lyon  Medical 
Center  until  an  altemate  site  is  made  available. 

Res.  No.  85  -  Presumption  of  Service  Connection  for  He- 
patitis C  for  Veterans  -  Encourages  VA  to  study  the  is- 
sue of  presumptive  service  connection  for  Hepatitis  C. 

Res.  No.  86  -  Policy  on  Prostrate  Cancer  Research 
and  Treatment  -  Supports  funding  for  prostate  can- 
cer research,  treatment  and  therapies,  and  urges 
Congress  to  step  up  its  efforts  to  find  a  cure  for 
prostate  cancer. 

Res.  No.  141  -  Gl  Bill  of  Health  -  Supports  additional 
components  of  the  Gl  Bill  of  Health,  including  Medicare 
subvention  and  access  to  VA  for  all  veterans  and  depen- 
dents. 

Res.  No.  165  -  Disability  and  Death  Pension  Program  - 

Supports  amendments  to  Title  38,  U.S.  Code,  on  matters 
concerning  pension  rates. 

Res.  No.  166  -  Policy  on  VA-NSLI  Insurance  -  Supports 
legislation  to  provide  for  the  reopening  of  the  National 
Service  Life  Insurance  program  for  a  minimum  of  one 
year  for  all  disabled  veterans  within  underwriting  criteria. 

Res.  No.  167  -  Policy  on  Gulf  War  Veterans  Illnesses  - 
Encourages  VA  to  devote  resources  to  find  medical  treat- 
ments to  alleviate  the  unexplained  physical  symptoms  of 
Gulf  War  veterans. 

Res.  No.  168  -  Persian  Gulf  War  Benefits  for  Those  Who 
Served  in  Israel  and  Turkey  -  Supports  legislation  to 
provide  authority  for  VA  to  extend  priority  health  care  to 
veterans  who  served  during  the  Persian  Gulf  War  in  Israel 
or  Turkey. 

Res.  No.  176  -  Policy  on  Former  POWs  -  Supports  legis- 
lation to  provide  presumptive  service  connection  for  cer- 
tain ailments,  and  supports  efforts  to  alleviate  certain  dis- 
abilities experienced  by  fonner  POWs. 

Res.  No.  177  -  Policy  on  Agent  Orange  -  Urges  comple- 
tion of  scientific  study  and  supports  liberalization  of  the 
rules  relating  to  claims  of  Agent  Orange  exposure. 

Res.  No.  178  -  Time  Limitations  for  Filing  Applications 
for  Correction  of  Military  Records  -  Seeks  legislation  to 
amend  Title  1 0,  U.S.  Code,  to  eliminate  all  time  limitations 
for  filing  applications  for  correction  of  military  records. 

Res.  No.  192  -  Health  Care  for  World  War  II  Veterans  - 
Urges  Congress  to  grant  Priority  Six  health  care  to  Worid 
War  II  Veterans. 

Res.  No.  205  -  Policy  on  VA  Compensation  -  Opposes 
any  proposal  that  would  subject  VA  disability  compen- 


sation benefits  to  taxation;  opposes  diluting  or  eliminat- 
ing any  provision  of  the  disability  compensation  pro- 
gram; supports  legislation  to  provide  periodic  COLA 
and  disability  compensation  increases;  opposes  auto- 
matically indexing  COLA  adjustments;  and  seeks  legis- 
lation authorizing  VA  disability  compensation  to  veter- 
ans having  no  dependents  and  who  are  in  nursing 
homes. 

Res.  No.  206  -  Policy  on  Dependency  and  Indemnity 
Compensation  -  Supports  legislation  to  provide  periodic 
COLA  in  Die  and  seeks  legislation  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  Die  to  surviving  spouses  who  are  in  Medicaid- 
covered  nursing  homes. 

Res.  No.  207  -  Accrued  Benefits  in  a  Pending  Claim  to 
the  Date  the  Deceased  Veteran's  Claim  Was  Filed  - 
Supports  legislation  to  provide  that,  where  the  veteran's 
claim  was  pending  at  time  of  death,  the  payment  for  ac- 
crued benefits  shall  go  back  to  the  date  of  the  original  fil- 
ing of  the  claim. 

Res.  No.  208  -  Provide  Emergency  Response  Service  for 
Independent  Living  Veterans  -  Urges  Congress  to  ap- 
prove funding  for  VA  to  authorize  full  and  partial  pay- 
ments of  a  Personal  Response  Service. 

Res.  No.  216  -  Incompetent  Veterans'  Estate  Limitations 

-  Supports  legislation  to  increase  the  incompetent  veter- 
an's estate  limitation  from  $1 ,500  and  $500  to  $4,000 
and  $2,000. 

Res.  No.  220  -  Exempt  VA  Benefits  and  Services  from 
Pay-Go  Provisions  -  Supports  legislation  to  exempt  VA 
benefits  and  services  provided  to  service-connected  dis- 
abled veterans,  their  dependents  and  survivors  from  the 
"pay-go"  provision  of  the  Budget  Enforcement  Act. 

Res.  No.  224  -  Funding  for  VA  Construction  Program  - 
Urges  Congress  to  fund  the  Department  of  Veterans  Af- 
fairs Construction  Program  to  ensure  the  continued  pro- 
vision of  quality  health  care  to  veterans. 

Res.  No.  233  -  30- Year  Delimiting  Date  for  Agent  Orange 
Claims  -  Supports  the  removal  of  the  30-year  delimiting 
date  on  all  veterans  exposed  to  Agent  Orange. 

Res.  No.  236  -  Presumptive  Period  for  Amyotrophic  Lat- 
eral Sclerosis  (ALS)  -  Urges  legislation  to  extend  the 
cun-ent  presumptive  period  for  service  connection  of  ALS 
(Lou  Gehrig's  Disease)  from  one  year  to  seven  years 
from  the  date  of  active-duty  separation. 

Res.  No.  239  -  Policy  on  a  Federal  Settlement  with  U.S. 
Tobacco  Companies  -  Urges  the  president  and  Con- 
gress to  undertake  a  comprehensive  settlement  with  the 
tobacco  companies  for  VA  benefit  and  medical  care  pro- 
grams for  veterans;  opposes  any  federal  agency  divert- 
ing funds  from  VA's  budget  to  support  the  federal  tobac- 
co suit. 

Res.  No.  240  -  Disability  Requirements  for  Nonservice- 
Connected  Pension  -  Supports  legislation  to  restore  the 
special  age  consideration  in  determinations  of  entitle- 
ment to  nonservice-connected  pension. 

Res.  No.  241  -  Policy  on  Tobacco-Related  Disabilities  - 
Supports  legislation  to  restore  entitlement  to  service  con- 
nection for  disability  or  death  related  to  the  veteran's  use 
of  tobacco  products;  supports  funding  to  pay  compen- 
sation benefits  for  tobacco-related  illness  claims. 

Res.  No.  288  -  "Wartime "  Benefits  for  Active  Military 
Service  between  Feb.  28, 1 961 ,  and  August  5, 1 964  - 
Urges  the  federal  government  and  VA  that  neither  should 
discriminate  against  veterans  who  did  not  serve  "in 
country"  from  Feb.  28, 1 961 ,  through  Aug.  5, 1964;  and 
urges  that  these  veterans  be  entitled  to  the  same 
wartime  benefits  as  those  veterans  who  served  during 
the  Vietnam  War. 

Res.  No.  292  -  Establish  Policy  of  Enrollment  in  VA 
Health  Care  System  at  the  Time  of  Separation  from  Ac- 
tive Military  Service  -  Requests  that  the  DoD  and  VA  es- 
tablish a  policy  for  all  active-duty  personnel  to  enroll  in  VA 
health  care  at  the  time  of  separation  from  active  duty. 

Res.  No.  293  -  VA  Funding  for  Medical  and  Prosthetic 
Research  Activities  -  Supports  funding  for  VA  biomed- 
ical research  activities,  and  encourages  the  development 
of  research  on  conditions  that  significantly  affect  veter- 
ans. 

Res.  No.  294  -VA  as  an  Authorized  Health-Care  Provider 

-  Supports  legislation  to  pemiit  VA  to  be  an  authorized 
health-care  provider  under  all  duly  licensed  HMOs,  PPOs 
and  similar  plans  to  provide  reimbursement  to  VA  for  ser- 
vices rendered  to  eligible  veterans. 

Res.  No.  295  -  Extend  Improvement  of  Compensation, 
Pension  and  Benefits  to  Filipino  WWII  Veterans  - 
Urges  legislation  to  extend  improvement  of  compensa- 
tion, pension  and  health-care  benefits  to  Filipino  Worid 
War  II  veterans  and  the  increase  of  benefits  equal  to  that 
of  World  War  II  veterans. 
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THE  MEN  WHO  WDUIB  BECOME 


Guard  and  Reserve  communities. 

The  American  Legion  has  excerpt- 
ed Bush's  remarks  from  this  year's 
national  convention  address.  Vice 
President  Gore,  whose  answers  to  the 
issues  were  taken  from  public  record, 
did  not  address  The  American  Legion 
Convention. 

'^^i  Imm  nmmnh 

What  do  you  believe  is  the  most 
important  challenge  facing  our 
nation  today,  and  how  would  you 
deal  with  it? 

There  is  almost 
no  relationship  between  our  budget 
priorities  and  a  long-term  strategic 
vision  of  what  the  military  ought  to 
look  like.  Now  is  the  time  to  shape  the 


Candidates 
respond  to  issues 
facing  nation. 

Important  issues.  Different  views. 
Veteran  support  in  this  year's 
presidential  election  will  ride  on 
how  front-runners  George  W. 
Bush  and  Al  Gore  respond  to 
America's  greatest  concerns: 
national  security,  VA,  flag  dese- 
cration and  education. 

The  two  candidates  hail  from  very 
different  backgrounds.  Vice  President 
Al  Gore  has  served  as  a  congressman 
for  Tennessee's  4th  Congressional 
District  from  1976  to  1985,  as  a  sena- 


tor from  1985  to  1992  and  as  vice 
president  for  two  terms. 

Republican  nominee  George  W. 
Bush  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
Texas  governor,  where  his  emphasis 
has  been  on  improving  the  state's  pub- 
lic schools.  A  graduate  of  Yale  Uni- 
versity and  Harvard  Business  School, 
Bush  served  in  the  Texas  Air  National 
Guard  as  a  fighter  pilot  before  work- 
ing in  the  energy  industry  and  as  a 
managing  partner  for  the  Texas 
Rangers  baseball  team. 

During  the  82nd  National  Conven- 
tion in  Milwaukee,  The  American 
Legion  launched  Veterans  Vote  2000, 
an  online  straw  poll  designed  to  clari- 
fy the  presidential  candidates'  plat- 
forms and  to  give  them  feedback  from 
America's  veterans,  active-duty. 
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I  owe  our  men  and  women  in  uniform  not 
military  strengtli  and  readiness,  but  also 
'  living  standards  and  a  high  quality  of  life 
lake  certain  their  service  is  not  only 
irding,  but  well-rewarded. " 


future  of  the  military  with  new  con- 
cepts, new  strategies,  new  resolves.  As 
president  1  will  begin  an  immediate 
and  comprehensive  review  of  our  mili- 
tary. 

Our  forces  must  be  able  to  project 
power  over  great  distances  and  do  it 
quickly.  They  must  be  agile  and  hard- 
er to  find,  easier  to  move,  and  lethal  in 
action.  They  must  have  the  technology 
to  dominate  information  as  well  as  the 
technology  to  dominate  the  skies  and 
the  seas  in  order  to  keep  the  peace. 
Whenever  we  commit  our  troops,  our 
cause  must  be  just,  the  goal  must  be 
clear  and  the  victory  must  be  over- 
whelming. 

I  will  also  end  the  confusion  and 
chaos  in  handling  top-secret  nuclear 
information  and  our  other  most  vital 
secrets.  In  my  administration,  Amer- 
ica's nuclear  labs  will  be  secure 
again. 

AL  GORE:  Let's  invest  in  health  care, 
education,  a  secure  retirement  and 
middle-class  tax  cuts. 

I'm  happy  that  the  stock  market  has 
boomed  and  so  many  businesses  and 
new  enteiprises  have  done  well.  This 
country  is  richer  and  stronger. 

But  my  focus  is  on  working  fami- 
lies -  people  trying  to  make  house 
payments  and  car  payments,  working 
overtime  to  save  for  college  and  do 
right  by  their  kids. 

I  want  you  to  know  this:  I've  taken 


on  the  powerful  forces.  And  as  presi- 
dent, I'll  stand  up  to  them  and  I'll 
stand  up  for  you. 

We  will  fight  for  affordable  health 
care  for  all.  We  will  move  toward 
universal  health  coverage,  step  by 
step,  starting  with  the  children. 

I  will  fight  for  the  single-greatest 
commitment  to  education  since  the  GI 
Bill  -  for  revolutionary  improvement 
in  our  schools. 

We  will  honor  hard  work  by  raising 
the  minimum  wage  so  that  work 
always  pays  more  than  welfare.  We 
will  pass  the  Employment  Non-Dis- 
crimination Act. 

What  would  you  do  to  enhance 
our  nation's  military  readiness? 

The  current  administration 
inherited  a  military  ready  for  the  dan- 
gers and  challenges  facing  our  nation. 
The  next  president  will  inherit  a  mili- 
tary in  decline. 

I  will  rebuild  the  military  power  of 
the  United  States.  Our  military  is  the 
strongest  in  the  world.  It  is  competent, 
proud  and  willing  to  carry  out  any 
mission  we  give  them.  But  the  best 
intentions  and  the  highest  morale  are 
undermined  by  back-to-back  deploy- 
ments, poor  pay,  shortages  of  spare 
parts  and  equipment,  and  a  rapidly 
declining  readiness. 

At  the  start  of  [the  current]  admin- 
istration, 85  percent  of  all  combat 


units  in  the  Air  Force  were  fully  ready 
for  their  missions.  At  the  start  of  this 
year,  only  65  percent  of  the  units  were 
ready.  We  were  reminded  of  these 
readiness  problems  last  May  when  a 
guided  missile  destroyer,  the  USS 
Decatur,  returned  to  port  a  month  ear- 
lier than  planned  because  there  was 
not  enough  money  for  fuel. 

The  Pacific  fleet  training  exercises 
have  been  cut  back  for  the  same  rea- 
son. They  had  to  wait  for  the  next  fis- 
cal year  for  training.  In  the  Atlantic 
fleet,  maintenance  has  been  delayed  or 
canceled  for  21  war  ships. 

Over  the  last  several  years  the  ser- 
vices have  found  it  more  and  more  dif- 
ficult to  retain  our  best  people.  Our 
men  and  women  in  uniform  and  their 
families  are  the  foundation  of  Ameri- 
can readiness.  Yet  in  a  survey  last  year 
of  more  than  a  thousand  officers  and 
enlisted  personnel,  more  than  half  said 
they  were  dissatisfied  and  intended  to 
leave  service  when  their  current  terms 
of  enlistment  were  up. 

These  criticisms  are  not  of  the  mili- 
tary. They  are  criticisms  of  the  current 
commander  in  chief  and  the  vice  pres- 
ident for  not  providing  the  necessary 
leadership  to  America.  I  believe  a 
leader  has  the  responsibility  to  speak 
out  when  the  armed  services  are  short 
on  support  and  short  on  resources. 
Should  I  become  your  president,  I  will 
act  to  restore  the  morale  of  the  U.S. 
military. 


"I  will  keep  our  pledges  to  defend  our  long- 
standing friends  and  allies  against  aggression. 
But  I  will  make  it  clear  that  we  can't  put  troops 
on  the  ground  to  keep  warring  parties  apart  all 
around  the  world. " 
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Limited  advance  issue,. 


FIRST  EVER 
U.S.  LEGAL  TENDER 
$2  BILL  IN  22  KT  GOLD! 


ACTUAL  GIANT  SIZE  7  3/8"  x  3  1  IH~ 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.,  Tuesday,  8:45  am  - 

Today,  history  is  being  made!  The  National 
Collector's  Mint  announces  the  limited  advance 
striking  of  the  YEAR  2001  $2  GOLD  CERTIFI- 
CATE. A  century  ago,  it  took  eight  different  U.S. 
Treasury  engravers  to  create  the  exquisite  beauty 
and  fashion  the  intricate  details  of  this  magnifi- 
cent design.  It's  the  only  $2  Bill  to  ever  feature 
George  Washington's  portrait.  And,  it's  the  last  $2 
bill  to  feature  classical  symbols  on  either  side  of 
President  Washington.  Now,  you  can  commemo- 
rate its  100*  anniversary  with  the  first  authen- 
tic legal  tender  $2  BiU  in  22  KT  gold  EVERl 

EXCEPTIONAL  SIZE 

This  last-of-its-kind,  hundred  year  old  U.S. 
Gov't  issue  was  so  big,  it  was  known  as  a  "horse 
blanket."  And  now,  the  YEAR  2001  $2  GOLD 
CERTIFICATE  is  the  exact  same,  giant-size  7 
3/8"  X  3  1/8"  —  except  it's  struck  in  22  KT  Gold! 
This  is  a  truly  singular  event. 

A  price  of  $52.50  has  been  set  for  this  unique 
lOO"'  anniversary  commemorative.  But  during 
this  limited  advance  striking  period,  the  very 
first  large-size  22  KT  Gold  Certificates  ever 
struck  may  be  yours  for  the  Advance  Dis- 
count Price  of  just  $39!  THIS  MAY  BE  THE 
ONLY  OPPORTUNITY  YOU  WILL  EVER 
HAVE  TO  ACQUIRE  ONE. 

Each  YEAR  2001  $2  GOLD  CERTIFICATE 

is  individually  numbered,  registered  and 
accompanied  by  a  Certificate  of  Authenticity 
Distribution  will  take  place  in  registration  num- 
ber order  So,  the  earliest  orders  will  receive  the 
lowest  registration  numbers.  To  preserve  the 
exquisite  beauty  and  rich  detail  of  the  YEAR 
2001  $2  GOLD  CERTIFICATE,  each  one  is 
placed  in  protective  plastic.  A  deluxe  velvet 
presentation  box  is  available  for  only  $9.50.  An 
easel  is  included  for  upright  display,  so  all  your 
friends  and  relatives  can  marvel  at  your  magnif- 
icent treasure. 


BUY  1,  GET  1  FREE  Limited  Time  Offer 
Order  your  Year  2001  $2  Gold  Certificate 

today  and  get  the  same  100  yr.  old  U.S.  Treasury 
.  struck  in  .999  Pure  Silver  FREE!  This  is 


an  unprecedented  opportunity  available  for  a 
limited  time  only  To  usher  in  the  new  Millenni- 
um and  herald  the  historic  first  legal  tender  $2 
Bill  in  22KT  Gold  ever  issued.  National  Collec- 
tor's Mint  will  strike  the  same  100  year  old 
design  in  .999  pure  silver  with  serial  numbers 
matching  your  Year  2001  $2  Gold  Certificates 
FREE!  (Note:  This  offer  may  be  discontinued  at 
any  time.) 

STRICTLY  LIMITED  ISSUE 

Because  of  the  unique  nature  of  this  special 
offering,  only  5000  of  this  YEAR  2001  $2  GOLD 
CERTIFICATE  series  will  ever  be  issued. 
Orders  will  be  filled  on  a  first-come,  first-served 
basis  and  late  orders  may  not  be  honored. 
SPECIFICATIONS 

SURFACE  AREA  46.09  square  inches 

PERIMETER  21  inches 

CONDITION  Proof 

EDITION  SIZE  5000  Worldwide 

CONTENT  $2  Bill  in  22  KTGold 

SERIES  EE 

We're  confident  of  their  current  value  and 
future  potential.  So,  order  your  YEAR  2001  $2 
GOLD  CERTIFICATE(S)  right  now  Examine 
each  Gold  Certificate  when  you  receive  it.  Appre- 


ciate its  unique  attributes,  admire  its  unusual 
size,  cherish  its  artistic  beauty  Then,  if  you  don't 
agree  it's  everything  we  promised,  send  back 
your  legal  tender  in  22  KT  Gold  and  matching 
Silver  Certificates  by  insured  mail  and  we'll 
promptly  refund  your  purchase  price.  Your  satis- 
faction is  guaranteed. 

HOW  TO  ORDER 

Ordering  by  phone  is  the  fastest  way  to  ensure 
availabiUty  so  we  ask  you  to  call  us  immediate- 
ly toU-fi-ee  1-888-NAT-MINT,  Ext.  192  (1-888- 
628-6468).  We  accept  credit  cards  or  your  check  by 
phone.  Avoid  disappointment  and  future  regret, 
call  now!  Timely  mail  orders  will  be  accepted  if 
directed  to:  National  Collector's  Mint,  Dept.  192, 
4401A  Connecticut  Ave  NW,  PMB-850,  Washing- 
ton, DC  20008.  Nonetheless,  late  orders  may  not  be 
honored  and  remittance  will  be  returned 
uncashed. 

You  may  order  one  YEAR  2001  $2  GOLD 
CERTIFICATE  (plus  FREE  $2  Silver  Certificate 
with  matching  serial  numbers)  for  $39  plus  $6 
shipping,  handling  &  insurance,  3  for  only  $  129 
ppd.,  5  for  only  $  212  ppd.,  10  for  only  $  417  ppd., 
or  20  for  only  $  819  ppd.  Deluxe  velvet  presenta- 
tion cases  for  Gold  or  Silver  are  only  $9.50  each 
ppd.  Don't  wait.  ACT  NOW! 

CALL  TOLL-FREE,  ASK  FOR  EXT.  192 

1-888-NAT-MINT 


THE  NATIONAL  COLLECTOR'S  MINT,  INC.  4401A  Connecticut  Avenue 
NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20008,  (Corporate  ID  Center,  PMB-850).  Customer 
service  phone:  1-800-452-4381,  address:  8  Slater  Street,  Port  Chester,  NK 
10573.  The  National  Collectoi's  Mint,  Inc.  distributes  United  States  coins 
and  currency,  bullion,  numismatic  medals,  replicas,  rarities,  and  other 
numismatic  items  to  the  American  public  as  an  independent  organization, 
not  owned  or  a  division  of  the  United  States  Government,  No  other  rela- 
tionship, afRliation  or  endorsement  is  implied  or  sought  after  Al)  items  a 
uncontUtionally  guaranteed  to  be  genuine,  as  descnbed,  in  perpetuitv 
2001NCMG2K-918 
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"[The  American  Legion] 
and  I  share  a  commit- 
ment to  our  nation's 
symbol,  our  flag.  We 
should  not  allow  for  the 
desecration  of  the 
American  Flag. " 


m 


GORE:  Since  World  War  II,  there 
have  been  several  build-downs  that 
have  strained  America's  military 
readiness.  In  contrast,  the  current 
administration's  handling  of  the  post- 
Cold  War  build-down  has  yielded  a 
force  that,  while  smaller,  is  more 
agile,  more  powerful  and  more  effec- 
tive at  countering  new  strategic 
threats.  The  build-down  can  now  be 
matched  by  a  careful  investment  in 
further  transforming  the  forces  and 
endowing  them  with  the  cutting-edge 
technology  they  will  need  to  succeed 
in  their  missions. 

I  will  keep  America's  defenses 
strong.  I  will  make  sure  our  armed 
forces  continue  to  be  the  best 
equipped,  best  trained  and  best  led  in 
the  entire  world.  We  must  strengthen 
our  partnerships  with  Africa,  Latin 
America  and  the  rest  of  the  developing 
world. 


Our  military  services  are  experi- 


encing recruiting  and  retention 
challenges.  How  would  you  address 
this  issue,  and  what  would  you  do  to 
enhance  the  attractiveness  of  mili- 
tary service  for  active-duty  person- 
nel and  their  families? 

Our  soldiers  must  have  confi- 
dence that  when  they  are  asked  to 
serve  and  sacrifice,  the  cause  will  be 
worthy  and  our  support  for  them  will 
be  total. 

We  will  act  to  give  our  forces  bet- 
ter pay,  better  housing,  better  training. 
We  will  increase  housing  allowances, 
and  I  will  ask  Congress  to  increase  the 
pay  for  those  men  and  women  who  are 
in  uniform  by  $1  billion  more  than  the 
current  pay  raise. 

These  steps  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  improving  morale,  but  this  is 
only  a  start.  As  commander  in  chief,  I 
will  give  our  military  a  clear  sense  of 
mission. 

I  will  order  an  immediate  review  of 
our  overseas  commitments  in  dozens 
of  countries.  I  will  keep  our  pledges  to 
defend  our  long-standing  friends  and 
allies  against  aggression.  But  I  will 
make  it  clear  that  we  can't  put  troops 
on  the  ground  to  keep  warring  parties 
apart  all  around  the  world. 

I  will  replace  uncertain  missions 
with  well-defined  objectives.  The  mis- 
sion of  the  U.S.  military  will  be  to  be 
fully  prepared  to  fight  and  win  wars 
and  to  prevent  war  from  happening  in 
the  first  place. 

An  administration  that  has  not  ade- 
quately cared  for  our  military  is  not 
well-suited  to  prepare  it  for  the  chal- 
lenges of  a  new  century.  Should  I 
become  the  president,  I  will  use  this 
window  of  opportunity  to  create  the 
military  for  the  future. 

GORE:  We  owe  our  men  and  women 
in  uniform  not  just  military  strength 
and  readiness,  but  also  high  living 
standards  and  a  high  quality  of  life  to 
make  certain  their  service  is  not  only 
rewarding,  but  well-rewarded. 

I  will  fight  for  another  military  pay 
raise,  and  I  will  make  sure  we  always 
provide  the  pay  our  service  men  and 
women  deserve. 

I  will  lead  the  effort  to  improve 
military  housing.  I  will  make  sure  that 
no  members  of  our  armed  forces  ever 
have  to  rely  on  food  stamps. 

And  I  will  make  sure  we  always 
repay  our  debt  to  those  whose  service 
is  done. 


lis  What  would  you  do  to  improve 
the  health-care  delivery  system  for 
veterans,  active-duty  military,  and 
military  retirees  and  their  families? 

liJSIIi  I  will  work  with  Congress  to 
raise  the  standard  of  service,  not  just 
for  veterans,  but  for  all  military 
retirees. 

In  many  ways  the  VA  health-care 
system  has  worked.  There  are  ad- 
vances in  medicine  that  have  helped 
all  Americans:  the  CAT  scan,  artificial 
limbs  and  the  cure  for  tuberculosis. 

But  the  system  has  problems  today. 
And  when  these  problems  are  neglect- 
ed, military  families  suffer. 

The  General  Accounting  Office  has 
documented  that  VA  spends  a  million 
dollars  a  day  maintaining  empty  hos- 
pitals wards.  The  VA  health-care  bud- 
get is  stretched  to  the  breaking  point. 
Health  care  for  veterans  has  become  a 
complicated  bureaucratic  process  with 
long  delays  and  unfair  denials  in  cov- 
erage. That  will  be  changed  under  a 


"I  think  it's  important  to 
protect  the  Constitution 
and  the  flag.  I  think  that 
undermining  our  consti- 
tutional rights  in  order  to 
do  something  that  we 
do  other  ways  better  is 
not  a  good  idea." 
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the  gift  of  sight 


Discover  why  thousands  of 
people  with  low  vision  have 
purchased  the  VideoEye®  power 
magnification  system  to 
continue  reading  and  doing 
everyday  tasks  .... 


"We  owe  our  men 
and  women  in  uni- 
form not  just  military 
strength  and  readi- 
ness, but  also  high 
living  standards  and 
a  high  quality  of  life 
to  make  certain  their 
service  is  not  only 
rewarding,  but  well- 
rewarded." 


toentiOB  2000  -  Presidential  Straw  Poll 


Bush  presidency. 

Resolving  a  disability  claim  can  be 
an  ordeal,  taking  an  average  of  205 
days  to  complete.  There  is  a  backlog 
of  nearly  one-half  million  claims  - 
one-quarter  of  them  involving  the 
appeals  process.  A  veteran  who 
appeals  a  decision  can  expect  to  wait 
close  to  two  years.  This  isn't  right. 

If  I  become  the  president,  the  veter- 
ans' health-care  system  and  the  claims 
process  will  be  modernized.  Claims 
will  be  handled  in  a  fair  and  friendly 
way. 

First,  I  will  return  VA  to  the  princi- 
ple that  it  has  a  duty  to  assist  veterans 
who  seek  service-related  benefits.  The 
old  policy  requiring  VA  to  assist  vet- 
erans with  their  claims  has  changed.  In 
my  administration,  VA  will  act  as  an 
advocate  for  veterans  seeking  benefit 
claims.  The  VA  will  not  act  as  an 
adversary. 

Secondly,  I  will  convene  a  veter- 
ans' health-care  task  force  made  up  of 
VA  officials,  leaders  of  veterans' 
groups  and  doctors  who  will  see  that 
laws,  such  as  the  Veterans  Millennium 


'1  will  keep  our 
pledges  to  defend 
our  long-standing 
friends  and  allies 
against  aggression 
But  I  will  make  it  ^ 
clear  that  we  can't 
put  troops  on  the 
ground  to  keep  war- 
ring parties  apart  all 
around  the  world. 


Health  Care  Act,  are  being  fully 
implemented. 

GORE:  I'm  proud  that  we  are  reducing 
waiting  times  in  our  VA  health  sys- 
tem, upgrading  outdated  facilities  and 
meeting  veterans'  health  challenges 
such  as  spinal  cord  injuries. 

Under  our  administration,  all  hon- 
orably discharged  veterans  in  America 
have  access  to  the  VA  health  system. 

We  won  a  major  increase  in  veter- 
ans' health:  to  fund  more  health  clin- 
ics and  better  health  care. 

Now  we  have  to  ensure  that  all  vet- 
erans treated  in  our  VA  system  get  the 
quality  care  they  need,  and  if  I'm 
entrusted  with  the  presidency,  that's 
exactly  what  I'll  do. 

A  significant  number  of  veterans 
are  unemployed,  under-employed  or 
homeless.  What  are  your  plans  to 
deal  with  this  issue? 

Wherever  possible,  we  should 
put  unused  facilities  back  into  service 
for  our  veterans  who  need  assisted  liv- 
ing. Wherever  possible,  we  ought  to 
use  empty  facilities  to  house  homeless 
veterans.  Our  veterans  deserve  the 
nation's  fullest  respect  and  gratitude. 

GORE:  In  spite  of  our  strong  econo- 
my, our  nation's  veterans  continue  to 
be  a  major  component  of  the  homeless 
population.  On  any  given  night, 
approximately  one-third  of  the  home- 
less population  has  served  in  the  mili- 
tary. As  president,  I  will  continue  to 
pursue  positive  policies  that  are  effec- 
tive in  addressing  the  needs  of  home- 
less veterans. 

What  is  your  position  on  passage 
of  a  constitutional  amendment 
returning  to  Congress  the  right  to 
pass  legislation  to  protect  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  from  physical  des- 
ecration? 

BUSH:  [The  American  Legion]  and  I 
share  a  commitment  to  our  nation's 
symbol,  our  flag.  We  should  not  allow 
for  the  desecration  of  the  American 
Flag. 

GORE:  I  think  it's  important  to  protect 
the  Constitution  and  the  flag.  If  any- 
body tried  to  bum  an  American  Flag 
in  my  hometown  of  Carthage,  Ten- 
nessee, they'd  have  a  hard  time  mak- 
ing it  out  of  town  in  one  piece.  I  think 


that  undermining  our  constitutional 
rights  in  order  to  do  something  that  we 
do  other  ways  better  is  not  a  good 
idea. 

Our  nation's  future  depends 
upon  a  well-educated  citizenry. 
What  would  you  do  to  improve  the 
educational  system  in  our  nation? 

One  of  the  things  I  am  making 
as  a  focus  of  my  campaign  is  educa- 
tion. Education  -  improving  schools 
through  higher  standards,  local  control 
and  stronger  accountability  -  is  the 
No.  1  priority. 

GORE:  I  will  ensure  that  there  is  a 
fully  qualified,  well-trained  teacher  in 
every  single  classroom  in  this  nation 
by  the  end  of  four  years.  My  education 
plan  invests  in  smaller  schools  and 
smaller  classes,  rebuilds  and  modern- 
izes 6,000  public  school  buildings 
across  America,  puts  computers  in 
every  classroom  and  uses  new  tech- 
nology to  tailor  learning  to  each 
child's  pace  and  needs. 


^  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  NOVEMBER  2000 


They  dedicated  their  best  years  to  lieeping  America  strong. 
Decades  later  many  would  get  sick  from  the 

Asbestos 


From  the  1930s  to  1965  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  teemed  with 
activity.  Thousands  of  men  and 
women  worked  there  —  and  at  hun- 
dreds of  other  shipyards,  facto- 
ries, powerhouses  and  construc- 
tion sites  —  to  keep  America  strong 
through  times  of  war  and  peace. 

They  were  unaware  of  the  silent 
danger  that  stalked  them  every 
working  day  —  asbestos. 

For  many,  it  would  take  decades 
before  the  symptoms  started  show- 
ing —  shortness  of  breath,  a  cough 
that  wouldn't  go  away,  chronic 
fatigue. 

And  then  the  diagnosis  — 
Mesothelioma  or  Lung  Cancer  — 

diseases  that  often  entailed  serious 


health  consequences. 

If  you  are  a  victim  of  asbestos- 
related  mesothelioma  or  lung 
cancer,  or  a  victim's  immediate 
survivor,  you  should  understand 
your  rights  and  know  what  you  are 
entitled  to. 

A  free  consultation  with  Weitz  & 
Luxenberg  will  help  you  choose 
your  best  course  of  action.  Weitz  & 
Luxenberg  has  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing asbestos  law  firms  in 
the  Uruted  States  for  more  than 
ten  years. 

To  speak  with  one  of  our  repre- 
sentatives and  to  obtain  a  copy 
of  our  free  booklet  on  asbestos 
litigation,  call  us  toll-free  at 
1-800-476-6070. 


About  Weitz  &  Luxenberg 

•Weitz  &  Luxenberg  has  successfully  settled 
thousands  of  asbestos  cases  and  is  presently 
litigating  many  more  thousands  of  asbestos 
cases  from  all  across  America. 

•  77%  of  all  asbestos  cases  on  the  New  York 
City  trial  docl<et  for  the  year  2000  are  being 
handled  by  Weitz  &  Luxenberg. 

•  Over  the  years,  Weitz  &  Luxenberg  has  won 
verdicts  totaling  in  excess  of  $340,000,000 
for  asbestos  victims. 

•Weitz  &  Luxenberg  is  powered  by  over  40 
attorneys  and  180  support  personnel,  all  ded- 
icated to  serve  your  best  interests. 

•Weitz  &  Luxenberg  offers  comprehensive 
client  care  by  maintaining  separate  worker's 
compensation,  estate  and  client  relations 
departments  on  their  behalf. 


Weitz  &  Luxenberg,  P.C. 

LAW  OFFICES 

Setting  the  standard  in  asbestos  litigation  for  over  a  decade 
180  Maiden  Lane  •  New  York,  NY  10038 

1(800)476-6070 

Future  verdicts  or  settlements  WWW.  WeitzlUX.COlIl  Tfie  statute  of  limitations  of  your 

cannot  be  necessarily  predicted  respective  state  will  help 

from  prior  results.  CALL  FOR  A  FREE  CONSULTATION  &  BOOKLET  determine  your  ability  to  file  a  claim. 
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Wheelchair  Games 
are  good  medicine  for 
injured  veterans. 

By  Dan  Allsup 
Photos  by  Fernando  Serna 

SAN  ANTONIO  was  sizzling  in 
96-degree  South  Texas  heat 
when  nearly  600  athletes 
rolled  into  town  gunning  for 
gold  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 
They  traveled  from  across  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain 
and  Puerto  Rico  to  compete  in  the  20th 
National  Veterans  Wheelchair 
Games. 


Russell  Monroe  races  in  the  1,500-meter 
track  event.  He  won  the  gold  i 


Athletes  competed  in  events  such  as 
Softball,  archery,  air  gun,  bowling, 
wheelchair  racing,  slalom,  basketball, 
table  tennis,  and  various  track  and  field 
events.  And  quad  rugby  -  that's  the 
rugged  sport  that  spectators  could  lo- 
cate by  following  a  trail  of  paint  chips 
and  the  sound  of  wheelchairs  clashing 
together  like  midget  Humvees  on  a 
testosterone  high. 

Dragged  in.  Mike  Stem  didn't  really 
want  to  be  here.  Truth  be  told,  this  Le- 
gionnaire (Post  40  in  Henderson,  Nev.) 
was  at  the  National  Veterans  Wheel- 
chair Games  just  to  keep  his  buddy, 
Danny  Kaminski,  company.  "I  had  to 
drag  him  here,"  said  Kaminski  (Post  8, 
Las  Vegas). 

Heck,  what  was  there  to  get  excited 
about?  After  all,  Stem  has  already  been 
through  a  lot  in  his  59  years.  He  said 
he's  a  former  Green  Beret,  a  Silver  Star 
recipient,  a  retired  attomey  and 
Virginia  state  magistrate  who's  been  a 
paraplegic  since  his  Huey  was  shot 


"After  20  years,  I  know  this  is  tlie  best  pill 
ever  issued  by  the  Veterans  Administration 
never  approved  by  FDA. "  -  Tony  Barriga 


down  over  South  Vietnam  in  1969. 

A  few  days  later,  however,  after 
garnering  gold  medals  in  the  novice 
divisions  of  the  air  gun,  shot  put,  dis- 
cus and  javelin  events,  Stem's  noncha- 
lance had  been  replaced  with  unbridled 
enthusiasm. 

"I  was  pumped,  man!"  he  said.  "I'm 
hooked,  and  I'm  ready  for  Sydney!" 

It  remains  to  be  seen  if  Stem  will 
qualify  for  the  2000  Paralympics  in 
Australia,  but  his  attitude  reflects  that  of 
many  of  the  competitors.  More  than  just 
an  annual  competition  of  disabled  ath- 
letes, the  Wheelchair  Games  often  open 
new  doors  and  change  attitudes. 

Down  But  Not  Out.  This  was  the  third 
year  that  Michael  Quiles  competed  in 
the  Games.  A  45-year-old  Army  veter- 
an, Quiles  was  representing  Puerto 
Rico  at  the  1996  American  Legion 
convention  in  Salt  Lake  City  when  he 
contracted  what  he  thought  was  a  com- 
mon cold.  It  developed  into  Guillain- 
Barre  disease,  a  fast- spreading  virus 
that  left  him  paralyzed. 

Quiles,  a  hulking,  bearded  Army 
veteran  with  massive  shoulders  and  a 
penchant  for  red  bandanas  and  gold 
earrings,  glistened  with  hard-earned 
sweat  after  repeatedly  clanging  a  3- 
pound  discus  off  the  distant  bleachers 
at  Northside  Stadium.  His  best  effort,  a 
heave  of  34.79  meters,  was  good 
enough  for  the  gold.  He  also  won  his 
division  in  the  shot  put,  weightlifting 
and  javelin.  Quiles  explained  what  the 
competition  means  to  him. 

"When  I  became  ill,  I  was  so  de- 
pressed that  I  thought  my  life  was 
over,"  he  said.  "My  physical  therapist 
suggested  that  I  think  about  partici- 
pating, and  I  told  her,  'Go  to  hell! 
Leave  me  alone;  I'm  sick.'  But  she 
stayed  after  me,  and  after  I  left  the 
hospital  I  thought  about  it  and  started 
practicing.  It  changed  my  entire  life.  I 
feel  alive  again." 

Getting  stoked.  Legionnaire  Rich 
Fowler,  chaplain  of  Post  261  in  Pis- 
cataway,  N.J.,  said  that  Quiles'  atti- 
tude adjustment  is  common.  A  Ma- 
rine veteran.  Fowler  has  been  para- 


lyzed from  the  waist  down  since  a 
1989  car  accident. 

"I've  seen  a  lot  of  disabled  vets  so 
lethargic  that  they  do  nothing  for  years. 
Then  someone  gets  them  involved  in 
this  competition  and  suddenly  they 
find  themselves  coming  alive  again," 
Fowler  said.  "I've  seen  guys  do  a  com- 
plete about-face  and  retum  to  work  full 
time  after  competing. 

"I  really  think  this  is  a  direct  result 
of  participating  in  these  Games.  Be- 
fore, they  were  satisfied  sitting  around 
and  watching  the  mail  for  that  monthly 
disability  check.  Now,  they  have 
something  to  live  for.  Their  eyes  have 
been  opened  to  what  they  can  really 
accomplish." 

Largest  Wheelchair  Games.  Spon- 
sored by  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  and  the  Paralyzed  Veterans 
of  America,  this  is  the  largest  annual 
wheelchair  sports  event  in  the 
nation.  Its  goal  is  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  veterans  with  dis- 


Batters,  such  as  Nathaniel  IVIcFarland, 
used  one  hand  to  hold  on  to  their  wheel- 
chairs as  they  swung  the  bat  with  the 
other.  Then  they  wheeled  their  way  to  first 
base  to  attempt  to  beat  out  the  throw. 
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'Tve  seen  a  lot  of  dis- 
abled vets  so  lethargic 
that  they  do  nothing 
for  years.  Then 
someone  gets  them 
involved  in  this  com- 
petition and  suddenly 
they  find  themselves. " 

-Rich  Fowler 


Joe  Hogans,  of  Newville,  Ala.,  won  a 
gold  medal  in  the  Class  IV  Masters 
Archery  competition. 


abilities  and  to  foster  better  health 
through  sports. 

According  to  Tony  Barriga,  that 
goal  is  being  met.  He's  been  involved 
with  the  competition  since  its  inception 
in  1981. 

"When  we  first  started  the  Games,  a 
lot  of  big  shots  in  Washington  thought 
it  was  just  a  big  waste  of  taxpayers' 
money,"  he  said.  "But  take  it  from  me, 
after  20  years  I  know  this  is  the  best 
pill  ever  issued  by  the  VA  never  ap- 
proved by  the  FDA. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  empty  beds  in 
VA  hospitals  because  of  these  Games," 
Barriga  continued.  "A  person  has  to 
move  his  body  to  stay  healthy.  You 
can't  lie  in  bed  all  day  and  be  healthy. 


Wheelchair  games  sprang 
from  hospital  gym  hoops 


The  National  Wheelchair 
Games  originated  after  World  War 
II,  when  young  disabled  veterans 
began  shooting  hoops  from  their 
wheelchairs  in  Veterans  Adminis- 
tration hospitals. 

The  first  organized  competition 
was  held  in  Richmond,  Va.,  in 
1981.  Seventy-four  athletes  from 
14  states  competed  that  year,  and 
an  annual  competition  was  bom. 
Today,  it's  the  country's  largest 
annual  wheelchair  athletic  compe- 
tition. 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans  Affairs  and  the 
Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America, 
the  competition  is  open  to  all 
U.S.  military  veterans  who  use 
wheelchairs  due  to  spinal  cord 
injury,  certain  neurological  con- 
ditions, amputations  or  other  mo- 
bility impairments. 

Former  Secretary  of  Veterans 
Affairs  Togo  West  said  the  com- 
petition is  the  first  exposure  to 
wheelchair  sports  for  many 
injured  veterans. 

"Recreational  and  sports  activi- 
ties play  an  important  role  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  veterans  m  VA 
medical  facilities  nationwide," 
West  said.  "These  Games  demon- 
strate VA's  commitment  not  only 
to  heal  the  wounds  of  veterans  but 
also  to  ensure  that  they  enjoy  a 
high  quality  of  life." 

Although  the  Games  originated 
with  basketball,  the  competition  has 
evolved  into  about  17  different 
sports.  One  of  the  more  popular  — 
and  practical  —  events  is  the  slalom. 
Moving  forward  and  backward  in 
their  wheelchairs,  more  than  200 
competitors  weave  through  a  com- 
plex series  of  ramps,  doors  and  stairs 
that  represent  everyday  obstacles. 
Scoring  is  based  on  a  competitor's 
time  and  accuracy  while  maneuver- 
ing the  course. 

The  slalom  attracted  a  raucous 
crowd  of  spectators  who  ringed  the 
course,  wildly  cheering  all  the  ath- 
letes. Most  were  fellow  competi- 


"These  Games 
demonstrate  VA's 
commitment  not  only 
to  heal  the  wounds  of 
veterans  but  also  to 
ensure  that  they  enjoy 
a  high  quality  of  life. " 

-Togo  West, 
Former  Secretary  of  Veteran  Affairs 


George  Norton,  from  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  lets  the  ball  fly  during  the 
basketball  competition. 


tors.  This  was  an  event  they  could 
all  relate  to. 

"Camaraderie  is  a  very  impor- 
tant part  of  this  competition  for  all 
of  us,"  said  Charles  Hughes.  A 
Marine  veteran  paralyzed  by 
shrapnel  in  Vietnam,  Hughes 
added,  "This  competition 
motivates  us.  We're  doing  things 
we  never  thought  we'd  do  again." 
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Limited  Mintage  Strilcing... 


WORLD'S  FIRST  $100 
SILVER  PROOF 


Historic  2001  date. 

New,  improved  $100  bill  design, 


The  Washin^n  Mint  Announces  the  Limited  Mintage  Striking 
of  an  Extraordinary  Siher  Proof  —  the  New  United  States 
$100  Bin  Struck  in  Pure  Siher  Bullion.  Discount  Pnce  $99 


Deluxe  Presentalion  Case  included  at  no  exlrj 


This  extraordinary  piece  of  pure  silver  bullion  has  a  surface  area  that 
exceeds  30  square  inches  ...  and  it  contains  more  than  FOUR  OUNCES  OF 
PURE  SILVER  BULLION! 

And  now,  during  a  limited  strike  period,  the  VERY  FIRST  Year  2001 
$100  Sliver  Proof  is  available  at  a  special  discount  price  —  only  $99! 

EXQUISITE  DETAIL 

The  historic  Year  2001  $100  Silver  Proof  is  an  exquisite  adaptation  of 
the  United  States  Treasury's  $100  Federal  Reserve  Note  —  the  first  new 
$100  bill  design  in  70  years.  It  is  a  true  artistic  masterpiece  that  will 
always  be  treasured. 

UNPRECEDENTED  SILVER  WEIGHT 

Best  of  all,  this  stunning  Silver  Proof  is  even  more  beautiful  than  the 
original,  because  it's  struck  in  precious  silver  bullion! 

It  IS  a  landmark  in  proof  minting,  combining  unprecedented  weight 
with  extraordinary  dimension.  The  specifications  for  this  colossal 
medallic  proof  are  unparalleled. 


Each  one: 

•  Is  Individually  Struck  from  Pure  .999  Silver  Bullion. 

•  Weighs  Over  One  Quarter-Pound  (4  Troy  Ounces). 

•  Has  a  Surface  Area  That  Exceeds  30  Square  Inches. 

•  Contains  124.41  Grams  (1,920  Grains)  of  Pure  Silver. 

•  Is  Individually  Registered  and  Comes  With  a 
Numbered  Certificate  of  Authenticity. 

•  Is  Fully  Encapsulated  to  Protect  Its  Mirror-Finish. 

•  Includes  a  Deluxe  Presentation  Case. 

ADDITIONAL  DISCOUNTS 

Substantial  additional  discounts  are  available  for  serious  collectors  who 
wish  to  acquire  more  than  one  of  these  exquisite  silver  proofs.  You  can  order: 

THREE  Year  2001  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  just  $288. 

FIVE  Year  2001  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  just  $469. 

TEN  Year  2001  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  just  $889. 

TWENTY  Year  2001  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  just  $1,698. 

There  is  a  limit  of  twenty  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  per  order,  and 
all  orders  are  subject  to  acceptance  by  The  Washington  Mint,  LLC"'  Total 
charges  for  shipping,  handling  and  insurance  are  limited  to  $9.50  per  order, 
regardless  of  the  quantity  ordered. 

ONLY  100,000  AVAILABLE 

The  Washington  Mint  will  strike  only  100,000  Quarter-Pound  Silver 
Proofs  for  the  year  2001,  so  oversubscription  is  a  virtual  certainty. 

TELEPHONE  ORDERS  ONLY  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  ON  A  STRICT 
FIRST-COME,  FIRST-SERVED  BASIS  ACCORDING  TO  THE  TIME  AND 
DATE  OF  THE  ORDER. 

CUSTOMERS  ARE  STRONGLY  ADVISED  TO  SECURE  THEIR 
RESERVATIONS  IMMEDIATELY  BY  CALLING  TOLL-FREE: 

1-800-926-MINT 

Ext.  54602  (24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week) 
A  major  credit  card  is  necessary  to  secure  your  reservation,  and  The 
Washington  Mint  fully  guarantees  satisfaction  with  a  money-back  policy  for  a 
full  60  days. 

The  Washington  Mint,  LLC® 

Since  1981,  The  Washington  IVIint  has  procured  rare  coins,  secured  bullion 
and  struck  medallions  for  the  American  numismatic  public  as  an  independent 
private  mint,  not  affiliated  with  the  United  States  Government.  This 
independence  provides  the  cornerstone  for  our  commitment  to  excellence  in 
both  product  and  service,  and  most  importantly,  it  guarantees  to  our  customers 
essential  rights  and  complete  satisfaction. 


Visit  our  web  site  at:  www.washingtonmint.com 


Orlando  Perez  retrieves  a  grounder  dur- 
ing Softball  competition.  Although  his 
team  did  not  place,  Perez  went  home 
with  a  gold  medal  in  Open  Weightllfting 
and  a  bronze  from  the  Open  Slalom. 


"777ese  Games  give  us 
a  chance  to  show  we 
still  got  it.  And  believe 
me,  I  still  got  it." 

-  Charles  Allen 


and  that's  what  a  lot  of  these  guys 
were  doing  -  lying  in  VA  hospital  beds 
and  not  getting  any  exercise.  This  is 
the  best  medicine  ever  to  come  across 
the  board,  and  it  doesn't  cost  the  tax- 
payers a  dime." 

But  are  the  Games  true  competi- 
tion, or  is  it  just  a  little  feel-good  time 
for  folks  who  can't  do  much  else? 
You  don't  want  to  ask  Charles  Allen 
that  question. 

Allen,  28,  was  a  lean,  6-foot-4-inch 
power  forward  for  his  Dallas  high 
school  basketball  team  before  he  joined 
the  Army.  In  June  1994,  a  stray  bullet 
on  a  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  firing  range 
paralyzed  him  from  the  waist  down. 
This  is  his  third  Wheelchair  Games. 
During  the  Softball  competition,  his 
competitiveness  was  contagious  as  he 
exhorted  his  teammates  and  argued 
with  the  umpire  (Allen  lost)  while  cov- 
ering an  amazing  amount  of  asphalt  on 
defense.  It's  clear  that  this  young  vet- 
eran is  not  merely  a  former  athlete  - 
he's  a  jock  who  just  happens  to  be 


Michael  Quiles,  a  member  of  the  Puerto  Rican  contingent  of  the  Paralyzed  Veterans 
of  America  and  a  Legionnaire,  recorded  a  distance  of  1 1 .24  meters  to  take  home  the 
gold  in  his  category  of  the  shot-put  competition. 


strapped  in  a  wheelchair. 

"We're  not  out  here  screwing 
around,"  Allen  stressed.  "This  is  seri- 
ous stuff.  I  just  love  the  competition.  It 
gives  me  a  charge  to  get  out  here  and 
show  my  stuff  again.  These  Games  are 
just  great  -  they  give  us  a  chance  to 


show  that  we  still  got  it.  And  believe 
me,  I  still  got  it." 

Dan  AUsup  is  a  freelance  writer  who 
lives  in  suburban  St.  Louis. 

Article  Design:  Holly  K.  Soria 
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Revolutionary  Soft  Hearing  Aid— Free  Information 


Tiny  Hearing  Aid  with 
Remarkable  Sound! 


The  Exciting  New  Earl\/late-63  Hearing  Aid 


If  you  miss  some 
words,  the  EarMate-63 
may  be  your  solution. 

Are  you  one  of  the  millions  of 
Americans  suffering  from  gradual 
hearing  loss?  You  say  "What?" 
more  often  because  it  sounds  to  you 
like  people  are  mumbling.  Family 
members  complain  that  you  play  the 
TV  too  loudly.  You  avoid 
conversations  because  you  don't 
hear  the  higher  tones  in  speech.  It 
happens  to  almost  eveiyone — you 
hear  but  don't  understand. 

Scientific  Breakthrough! 

Now  you  may 
dramatically 
improve  your 
hearing  with  the 
new  EarMate-63. 
The  outer  casing 
is  made  of  a  soft 
material  that 
conforms  to  the 
shape  of  your 
ear  canal.  Its  revolutionary  soft 
casing  remains  soft  and  pliable.  You 
are  assured  a  secure  and  comfortable 
fit  which  minimizes  the  chance  of 
squealing  or  whistling.  You  can 
have  the  best  fit  possible  from  a 
ready-to-wear  hearing  aid. 
©  Hearing  Help  Express,  DeKalb,  I L  60115 


U.S.  Army  research  concluded 
hearing  loss  associated  with  aging 
is  a  normal,  predictable  process. 
In  today's  noisier  world  that  loss 
occurs  at  younger  ages.  You  may 
not  even  be  aware  it's  happening. 

Now  you  don't  have  to  sacrifice 
your  quality  of  life  because  of  your 
mild  to  moderate  hearing  loss.  The 
EarMate-63  amplifies  the  higher 
tones  which  you've  been  missing. 
You  have  nothing  to  lose  by  trying 
this  tiny  hearing  aid — it  may  be  the 
perfect  solution  for  you! 

Clearer  &  Cleaner  Sound 

You  will  be  amazed  by  the  quality 
of  the  sound  you  hear  with  the 
EarMate-63.  Its  superior  Class  D 
circuitry  gives  you  a  clearer,  more 
natural  sound  with  less  distortion. 
You  will  also  discover  that  your 
batteries  last  twice  as  long  with 
Class  D  circuitry,  so  you  spend 
half  as  much  on  batteries. 

For  less  than  $300  with  an 
introductory  offer,  you  can  try  this 
revolutionary  hearing  aid  for 
yourself.  You  can  be  assured  that 
quality  is  not  sacrificed.  Discover 
for  yourself  that  the  EarMate-63 
performs  as  effectively  as  hearing 
aids  selling  for  more  than  $  1 ,000. 


The  Hearing  Help  Express  Guarantee 

Use  your  EarMate-63(s)  for  45  days  and  you  will  rediscover  the 
better  hearing  you  once  took  for  granted.  If  you  are  not  completely 
satisfied,  return  your  EarMate-63 (s)  for  a  full  refund. 


The  Hearing  Help  Express  Warranty 

You  receive  a  one  year  warranty  against 
defects  in  materials  or  workmanship. 


"Your  company  saved  me  about 
$2,000  and  your  hearing  aids 
helped  my  hearing  immensely. 
They  are  GREAT . " 

R.R. ,  Denver 


Hearing  Help  Express 
1 105  N  First  St,  Dept  34-365  | 
|DeKalb,IL  60115-0586  | 

YES!  Please  rush  me  | 
details  on  the  EarMate-63 


introductory  offer.  I  understand 


Name. 


I 

I  there  is  no  obligation  and 
^  no  salesperson  will  call. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

^tate/Zip. 


Address. 


City. 


An  Islamic  Jihad  supporter  waves  a  burning  U.S.  Flag  in  a  refugee  camp  on  the  Israeli-occupied  Gaza  Strip  earlier  this  year  dur- 
ing a  rally  to  mark  the  assassination  of  a  fellow  Jihad  member.  AP  photo 
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Like  the  1920s  and 
'30s,  our  policy  of 
appeasement  may  be 
courting  war 

By  Frank  J.  Gaffney  Jr. 

,  ogi  Berra's  funny  line  "It's 
deja  vu  all  over  again"  seems 
to  be  taking  on  a  potentially 
deadly  seriousness  as  one 
compares  the  period  we  are 
now  living  in  with  what  we 
refer  to  as  the  "Inter- war 
Era."  Such  a  comparison 
suggests  that  -  like  the  1920s 
and  '30s  -  our  own  time  may 
be  something  other  than  an 
open-ended  period  of  rela- 


tive global  peace  and  prosperity  in  the 
wake  of  the  "war  to  end  all  wars." 

Indeed,  if  we  are  not  careful,  we  may 
find  our  own  era  book- 
ended  by  another  large,  if 
not  global,  conflagration. 
This  is  an  especially  omi- 
nous prospect  since  the 
nature  of  military  tech- 
nology today  is  such  that 
the  devastation  wrought 
could  make  all  that  pre- 
ceded it,  including  the 
horrible  second  World 
War,  pale  by  comparison. 
All  of  us  who  wish  to 
spare  our  nation  and  peo- 
ple such  a  terrible 
prospect  have  a  respon- 
sibility to  consider  the 
unsettling  parallels  be- 
tween these  two  periods 


Despite  the  ominous  implica- 
tions of  Hitler's  "Mein  Kampf," 
the  West  failed  to  perceive 
the  fuehrer's  evil  intent. 


-  parallels  that  suggest  that  we  may  be 
re-creating  conditions  that  conduce  to 
widespread  war. 


Caveats.  Two  caveats  are 
in  order  at  the  outset: 
First,  as  we  consider  the 
lessons  of  the  last  inter- 
war  period,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  the  fact  that  hu- 
man history  does  not,  as  a 
general  rule,  repeat  itself 
exactly.  It  would  make  the 
job  of  avoiding  estab- 
lished mistakes  easier  if  it 
were  otherwise.  Still,  there 
are  trends  or  patterns  of 
behavior  that  recur  even 
though  they  may,  and  usu- 
ally do,  differ  in  some 
particulars.  We  ignore  the 
more  ominous  of  these 
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"Today  the  United  States  is  studiously  ignoring  wtiat  China  says  about 
us  when  it  routinely  describes  us  as  the  'main  enemy 


recurring  trends  or  patterns  at  our  peril. 

Second,  few  things  are  genuinely 
preordained.  In  hindsight,  we  can  see 
that  usually  the  course  of  history  is  the 
result  of  choices  -  choices  that  we  make 
in  our  individual  lives  and  choices  that 
are  made  in  the  lives  of  nations.  The 
problem  is  that  when  we  are  in  the  midst 
of  them,  we  are  often  unaware  that  we 
are  making  such  choices,  let  alone  how 
momentous  they  will  prove  to  be. 

Ominous  Parallels.  The  following  are 
among  the  more  worrying  similarities 
between  our  time  and  the  last  inter-war 
period: 

■  Lack  of  a  Perceived  Threat:  With  the 
advantage  of  hindsight,  we  think  of 
Hitler  and  the  Japanese  imperialists  as 
obvious  menaces.  We  find  it  incredible 
that  people  of  the  day  failed  to  perceive 
them  as  such,  or  to  understand  their 
malevolent  intentions. 

The  problem  is  that  the  true  inten- 
tions of  such  actors  are  often  obscured 
by  what  the  intelligence  community 
calls  "noise":  information  -  some  of  it 
genuine,  some  of  it  disinformation  -  that 
lends  credence  to  the  most  benign  of 
assessments. 

Today,  in  the  so-called  "post-Cold 
War  world"  -  or  perhaps  more  accurate- 
ly the  "post-post-Cold  War  world"  -  we 
are  told  that  there  are  no  serious  threats 
to  America's  role  as  the  world's  last  su- 
perpower. Much  stress  is  placed  on  the 
signs  that  potential  adversaries  are  un- 
dergoing leadership  and/or  policy 
changes,  discounting  the  likelihood  they 
will,  in  fact,  emerge  as  foes. 

For  example,  we  are  told  that 
Vladimir  Putin,  the  KGB  thug  now  run- 
ning Russia,  likes  German  culture. 
North  Korea's  Kim  Jong  II  turns  out  to 
be  charming  and  therefore  must  not  be 
the  despotic  tyrant  he  has  appeared  to 
be.  And  the  son  and  successor  to  Syria's 
dictator,  Hafez  Assad,  was  trained  as  an 
ophthahnologist  in  Europe  and  likes 
computers.  Therefore,  we  are  assured, 
he  will  want  to  move  his  country  toward 
the  West.  The  problem  is  that  it  ain't 
necessarily  so. 

■  Cognitive  Dissonance:  The  difficulty 
inherent  in  accurately  assessing  threats 
is  greatly  exacerbated  by  a  phenomenon 
psychologists  call  "cognitive  disso- 
nance." In  layman's  terms,  this  might  be 


defined  as  an  inability  to  see  what  you 
don't  want  to  see.  Even  when  another 
nation  is  fairly  explicit  about  its  hostile 
intentions,  the  implications  are  often  too 
ominous  to  contemplate.  Therefore, 
some  people,  including  leaders  of  West- 
em  nations,  simply  choose  not  to  do  so. 

A  particularly  appalling  manifesta- 
tion of  this  syndrome  is  the  refusal  to 
give  due  weight  to  what  potential  adver- 
saries are  saying,  not  for  our  consump- 
tion, but  to  their  own  people. 

In  the  1930s,  the  West  ignored  and/or 
discounted  the  clear  meaning  of  Hitler's 
"Mein  Kampf."  Today,  the  United 
States  is  studiously  ignoring  what  China 
says  about  us  when  it  routinely  describes 
us  as  the  "main  enemy."  We  discount 
what  Yasser  Arafat  means  when  he 
summons  the  Palestinian  people  to  "ji- 
had" (holy  war)  and  uses  official  maps 
of  "Palestine"  that  comprise  all  the  land 
of  Israel,  as  well  as  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza  Strip.  We  find 
it  inconvenient  and 
unworthy  of  note  that 
Kim  Jong  II  failed  to 
tell  his  people  about 
the  summit  with  his 
South  Korean  coun- 
terpart, which  has 
been  so  widely  tout- 
ed in  the  West  as  a 
breakthrough  in  rela- 
tions with  his  totali- 
tarian state. 
■  Unwelcome 
Prophets: 
Compounding  the 
problem  created  by 
the  failure  or  inability 
to  perceive  correctly 
emerging  dangers  is 
the  often  consider- 
able hostility  applied 
to  those  who  offer  a 
different,  less 
PoUyanna-ish  fore- 
cast, hi  the  1930s, 
Winston  Churchill 
was  abnost  com- 
pletely isolated  and 
deemed  a  pariah.  His 
warnings  were 
ridiculed  and  ignored 
until  it  was  nearly  too 
late. 

Today,  those  ex- 


pressing similar  concerns  about  trouble 
ahead  are,  fortunately,  more  numerous. 
Yet  they,  too,  are  frequently  dismissed  as 
out  of  touch  with  reality  and  as  unrecon- 
structed "Cold  Warriors"  who  are  look- 
ing for  an  enemy  in  order  to  foster  sup- 
port for  military  programs  and  capabili- 
ties that  are  not  otherwise  justified. 
■  Engagement:  During  inter-war  peri- 
ods, it  seems  the  preferred  response  to 
potential  adversaries  is  "engagement," 
usually  manifested  in  the  self-serving 
conviction  that  trade  with  them  will  mit- 
igate, if  not  completely  prevent,  the  pos- 
sibilities for  conflict. 

In  the  1930s,  the  practitioners  of  such 
an  approach  in  Britain  were  Prime  Min- 
isters Stanley  Baldwin  and  Neville 
Chamberlain.  They  were  adored  by  theu- 
publics  for  their  widely  acclaimed  ap- 
peasement policies  of  engagement  to- 
ward Hitler's  Nazis  and  Mussolini's 
Fascists.  It  is  worth  noting  that  England 


The  U.S.  has  long  been  a  target  for  international  terrorism 
despite  its  continued  peacekeeping  efforts.  U.S.  Marines, 
aided  by  Lebanese  rescue  workers  and  Italian  troops,  search 
for  American  peacekeepers  burled  under  debris  when  their 
command  post  was  bombed  by  terrorists  in  1983. 
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The  ghost  of  Chamberlain  haunts  us  today.  British  Prime  IVlin-  to  meet  with  IHitler  concerning  the  Munich  Pact.  When  Cham- 

ister  Neville  Chamberlain,  left,  widely  acclaimed  for  his  berlain  returned  to  Britain,  he  proclaimed,  "I  believe  it  is  peace 

appeasement  efforts  with  the  Nazis,  smiled  broadly  at  a  Ger-  for  our  time."  With  his  back  to  the  camera  is  German  Foreign 

man  Army  officer  when  he  arrived  at  Berchtesgaden,  Germany,  Minister  Joachim  Von  Ribbentrop. 


was  Germany's  largest  trading  partner  in 
the  1930s. 

Currently,  one  of  the  leading  archi- 
tects of  President  Clinton's  policies  is 
the  head  of  the  State  Department's  Poli- 
cy Planning  Staff,  Morton  Halperin.  He 
was  once  heard  to  declare  ruefully:  "It's 
too  bad  Hitler  gave  appeasement  such  a 
bad  name."  In  fact,  despite  the  sorry  ex- 
perience with  this  sort  of  "engagement," 
the  Clinton  team  appears  determined  to 
pursue  policies  of  appeasement  in  the 
form  of  normalized  trade  and  political 
relations  with  virtually  every  bad  actor 
on  the  planet,  relying  on  "globalization" 
to  eliminate  dangerous  differences  be- 
tween nation  states. 

Thus,  the  United  States  is  currently 
rewarding  ominous  behavior  on  the  part 
of  Russia  and  China  (notably  their  sys- 
tematic proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction  and  ballistic  missiles)  with 
trade  and  strategic  concessions  (for  ex- 
ample, making  the  former  a  member  of 
the  so-called  "G-8"  and  adopting  the 
latter's  party  line  concerning  Taiwan). 

Then  there  are  what  the  State  Depart- 
ment used  to  call  "rogue  states"  -  na- 
tions, by  the  way,  that  the  Russians  and 
Chinese  call  "clients."  As  part  of  the 
strategy  of  "engaging"  with  them,  the 
Clinton-Gore  administration  now  insists 
on  using  the  less  judgmental  term  "states 


of  concern." 

This  is  a  euphemism  intended  to 
make  it  easier  to  justify  policies  of  ap- 
peasement toward  the  likes  of  North 
Korea,  Iran,  Cuba.  Libya,  Viemam,  Syr- 
ia, the  PLO,  Sudan  and  even  Iraq.  These 
policies  are  taking  the  form  of  trade 
agreements,  improved  political  contacts, 
"cooperation"  on  drug  trafficking,  intel- 
ligence sharing,  etc.  In  some  cases,  it 
requires  dropping  them  from  the  list  of 
"state  sponsors  of  terrorism"  (e.g..  Pak- 
istan), a  practice  of  politicization  round- 
ly and  properly  condemned  by  the  re- 
cent congressionally  chartered  commis- 
sion on  terrorism. 

■  Undue  Reliance  on  Diplomacy: 

Unjustified  credibility  is  imputed  to 
"peace  processes"  and  arms  control 
agreements,  despite  abundant  evidence 
that  they  are  not  worth  the  paper  they 
are  written  on.  In  the  1920s  and  '30s, 
successive  agreements  were  reached. 
These  memorably  included  the 
Kellogg-Briand  Pact  that  banned  all 
wars  and  various  deals  concluded  with 
Hitler.  The  pact  culminated  in  the  infa- 
mous Munich  agreement  which  Cham- 
berlain fatuously  announced  would  as- 
sure "peace  for  our  time." 

Today,  we  have  negotiations  involv- 
ing everything  from  the  creation  of  a 
Palestinian  state  (that  it  is  inconceivable 


will  represent  the  last  demands  of  the 
Arabs  against  Israel  and  will,  to  the  con- 
trary, be  a  catalyst  for  renewed  conflict 
in  the  Middle  East);  to  talks  with  the 
North  Koreans  whereby  they  are 
demanding  billions  in  protection  money 
to  give  up  their  ballistic  missile 
programs  -  something  they  will  never 
actually  do;  to  efforts  to  negotiate  limits 
on  space  arms,  missile  defenses  and  the 
verification  of  a  ban  on  biological 
weapons  that  will  seriously  disserve 
U.S.  interests. 

■  Hollow  Militaries:  In  times  of  peace, 
democracies  typically  fail  to  provide 
for  their  anned  forces.  This  can  create 
vacuums  of  power  that  others  are 
tempted  to  fill. 

Before  Pearl  Harbor,  less  than  3  per- 
cent of  the  United  States'  Gross  Domes- 
tic Product  (GDP)  was  spent  on  the  mili- 
tary. As  a  result,  we  were  training  troops 
with  broomsticks.  England  largely  dis- 
armed. France  relied  upon  the  Maginot 
Line.  And  the  totalitarians'  build-ups 
went  unmatched  and  unaddressed  in 
meaningful  ways. 

For  more  than  a  decade  now,  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  been  cashing  in  the  so- 
called  "peace  dividend."  We  are  today 
spending  less  on  the  military  as  a  percent- 
age of  GDP  than  we  did  before  Pearl 
Harbor.  We  have  gutted  our  armed  forces 
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PRMCLSiON  DIE-CASl 
REPLICA   SCMM  I  AS 


MOST  FAMOUS  VEHICLE  IN  MILITARY 
HISTORY...  HONORING  THE  G.I.'S  FAVORITE 
COMIC  STRIP  CHARACTER 

It  carried  GI's  and  Generals  to  ultimate  victory  in  all  three  the- 
aters Africa,  Europe,  Asia.  It  was  Ike's  front-line  iimo'  and 
Patton's  go-for-broke,  command  post  on  wheels.  Nothing  could 
stop  it.  Not  axle-high  mud,  not  hood-high  snow,  not  drifting 
desert  sands,  not  soggy  jungle  swamps,  not  even  the  sand-mired 
beaches  of  Normandy  or  the  raging  swollen  streams  of  Germany's 
Black  Forest.  Its  4-wheel  drive  and  1/4  -ton  capacity  out-raced, 
out-flanked,  out-maneuvered  enemy  troops  in  all  33  major  land 
battles  of  WWII.  And  now  Jeep®  has  authorized  the  release  of  this 
special  edition  of  the  original  1941  WWII  model... available  from 
the  National  Motor  Museum  Mint,  for  as  long  as  remaining  sup- 
plies hold  out. 


PRECISION  ENGINEERED  TO  U.S.  ARMY 
SPECIFICATIONS  -WITH  FULL  OPERATING 
PARTS,  OFFICIAL  INSIGNIA  -  PLUS  MOVEABLE 
SCALE  MODELS  OF  BEETLE,  SARGE  AND  OTTO 

Here  in  this  classic  die-cast  edition  every  last  feature  and  intricate  com- 
ponent is  finely  detailed  in  precise  scale  ratio.  Heavy-duty  tires  mount- 
ed on  wheels  that  roU  and  turn-twin  fender-top  beams-dual,  rear- 
mounted  spares  and  tarp-covered  "jerry"  can-Jeep  fold-down  wind- 
shield, complete  tool  kit,  featuring  a  G.l.  shovel  and  Motor  Corps  axe. 
Why  even  the  instrument  panel  (all  dials  and  gauges)  are  perfectly 
duplicated  in  miniature. . .  in  addition  the  interior  and  exterior  baked 
on  factory  finish  camouflage  paint  and  official  military  insignia.  PLUS, 
on  this  collectible  'Beetle  Bailey  Edition'  you  also  get  full  color  mold- 
struck  models  of  Beetle,  Sarge  and  Otto. .  .all  fully  moveable  for  reposi- 
tioning or  re-seating  to  make  authentic,  entertaining  displays. 


Just  Released  By  The  National  Motor  Museum  Mint 

Authentic  military  collectibles 
normally  sell  for  $39.98  to 
$59. 98... and  their  value  con- 
tinues to  rise.  But  under  the 
terms  of  our  official  license  v^e 
are  authorized  to  offer  this  spe- 
cial edition  of  this  all-time  clas- 
sic military  vehicle  for  a  special 
one-time  price  of  only  $19.98. 
We  are  also  offering  the  Jeep 
with  3  Beetle  Bailey  figures,  a 
$49.98  value  for  only  $29.98. 
To  make  sure  you  don't  miss 
out  ORDER  TODAY! 

SO  ACT  NOW!  VALUABLE  FREE  GIFTS  VISIT  US  AT: 

www.nationaltvbargains.com 


National  Motor  Museum  Mint  Dept.  JEPC-0050 
1  Eversley  Ave,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 

Please  send  me  the  following  1941  Jeep/Beetle  Bailey  Jeep 

ordered  below  on  your  money-back  guarantee,  (less  p&h). 

□  One  1941  Jeep  each  only  $19.98 

□  SAVE!  Two  1941  Jeeps  only  $37.98 

□  One  Beetle  Bailey  Jeep  each  only  $29.98 

□  SAVE!  Two  Beetle  Bailey  Jeeps  only  $56.98 

Add  $6  pSch  no  matter  what  you  order 

Enclosed  is  $  check  or  money  order. 

(CT  residents  please  add  6%  Sales  Tax) 

OR:  Charge  it:  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  □  American  Express 


_Exp. 


Name . 


Address . 
City  


Zip. 


A  payload  launch  vehicle  carrying  a  prototype  Interceptor  Is  launched  from  Meek 
Island  on  Jan.  18,  2000.  It  failed  to  Intercept  the  target  vehicle,  a  modified  Minuteman 
intercontinental  ballistic  missile.  The  U.S.  will  eventually  deploy  an  effective  antl-mls- 
slle  system.  The  question  Is:  Will  we  deploy  It  before  or  after  we  are  attacked  with  a 
weapon  of  mass  destruction? 


by  compelling  them  to  perform  expen- 
sive peacekeeping  and  other  humanitari- 
an functions  at  unsustainably  high  opera- 
tional tempos,  even  as  their  force  struc- 
ture was  being  dramatically  reduced. 

hivestment  for  modernization  and 
sustaining  the  present  force  has  been 
deferred  for  too  long.  And  social  experi- 
mentation has  contributed  to  the  demor- 
alization of  the  military  and  its  present 
acute  difficulties  recruiting  and  retaining 
the  capable  people  it  needs. 
■  Failure  to  Defend  Our  People:  An 
especially  eerie  parallel  is  the  belief  that 
it  is  ill  advised,  or  at  least  unnecessary, 
to  deploy  measures  to  protect  our  people 
against  emerging  threats. 

Churchill  fought  strenuously  to  se- 
cure the  funds  needed  to  perfect  and  de- 
ploy what  was  then  a  highly  exotic  and 
expensive  secret  technology  -  radar  -  in 
response  to  the  immense  build-up  of 
long-range  bomber  aircraft  he  saw  tak- 
ing place  in  Germany.  Thanks  largely  to 
his  tireless  efforts,  early,  imperfect  ver- 
sions of  radar  became  available  in  time, 
but  just  barely.  Had  they  not,  the  Battle 
of  Britain  might  well  have  come  out 
very  differently. 

Today,  of  course,  we  are  convulsed 
with  a  debate  about  whether  the  United 
States  should  proceed  with  the  deploy- 
ment of  anti-missile  defenses  in  the  face 
of  arguments  that  the  threat  has  yet  to 
emerge  (never  mind  that  senior  Chinese 
officials  have  recently  repeated  earlier 
threats  to  engage  in  nuclear  war  with  the 


United  States  over  Taiwan);  that  the 
technology  is  imperfect;  and  that  the 
Russians,  Chinese  and  some  of  our  allies 
do  not  want  us  to  have  such  a  capability. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
United  States  will  deploy  an  effective 
anti-missile  system.  That  is  really  no 
longer  in  question.  The  question  that 
does  remain,  however,  is:  Will  we  de- 
ploy it  before  we  need  it?  Or  will  we 
wait  to  do  so  until  after  someplace  we 
care  about  -  perhaps  somewhere  in  the 
United  States  or,  if  we  are  lucky,  in 
someone  else's  country  -  is  attacked 
with  a  deadly  ballistic  missile-delivered 
weapon  of  mass  destruction? 

What  Should  We  Do?  It  is  important  to 
reiterate  that  while  these  inter-war  pat- 
terns are  in  evidence  at  the  moment  -  if 
only  we  have  the  wit  and  the  will  to  rec- 
ognize them  -  there  is  nothing  foreor- 
dained about  their  translating  into  a  new 
major  global  conflict.  But  these  patterns 
suggest  that,  if  we  are  to  avoid  that  fate, 
we  are  going  to  have  to  understand  that 
we  are  making  choices  and  do  a  better 
job  of  selecting  our  preferred  options. 
The  following  principles  should  guide 
these  choices: 

First,  we  must  be  realistic  and  honest 
about  the  character  of  the  regimes  with 
whom  we  must  interact.  To  the  extent 
they  are  engaged  in  hostile  behavior  or 
encouraging  their  peoples  to  view  us  or 
our  interests  in  a  hostile  manner,  we 
should  be  prepared  both  to  resist  them 


militarily,  if  necessary,  and  work  to 
bring  about  structural  changes  within 
their  political  systems  that  should  miti- 
gate such  a  danger. 

Second,  we  must  reinvest  in  our  mili- 
tary might,  recapitalizing  the  force  and 
ensuring  that  those  who  serve  in  uniform 
have  the  wherewithal  they  need  to  train, 
fight  and  prevail  in  combat.  This  should 
translate  into  a  national  commitment  to 
provide  at  least  4  percent  of  GDP  on  a 
sustained  basis  to  provide  for  America's 
armed  forces.  A  particularly  crucial  in- 
gredient of  such  expenditures  should  be 
the  construction  and  deployment,  as 
soon  as  possible,  of  effective  missile 
defenses  for  the  protection  of  both  the 
American  people  and  their  forces  and 
allies  overseas.  This  can  be  done  most 
quickly,  most  effectively  and  least  ex- 
pensively from  the  sea,  by  adapting  the 
Navy's  AEGIS  fleet  air  defense  system 
to  make  it  a  ballistic  missile-killer. 

And  third,  we  must  restore  and 
strengthen  our  alliances  with  fellow 
democracies  -  what  might  be  called  "de- 
mocratic engagement."  This  requires 
confident  and  reliable  American  leader- 
ship, backed  by  credible  military  power 
and  presence. 

We  must  end  the  odious  practice  of 
deliberately  weakening  our  allies  (no- 
tably Israel  and  Taiwan)  and  demeaning 
them  in  the  interest  of  currying  favor 
with  their  foes  (for  example,  by  insulting 
Japan,  South  Korea  and  Taiwan  in  the 
course  of  the  president's  last  visit  to 
China  by  refusing  to  stop  at  any  one  of 
these  allied  nations  en  route  either  to,  or 
from,  the  mainland). 

Election  2000  offers  our  nation  a 
once-every-four-years  opportunity  to 
understand  the  choices  before  us  and  to 
act  on  them  in  an  informed  and  deliber- 
ate fashion.  Candidates  for  president  and 
for  the  Congress  must  be  encouraged, 
indeed  compelled,  to  address  these  is- 
sues -  and  to  state  clearly  their  views 
with  respect  to  them.  By  so  doing,  we 
can  ensure  that  the  right  choices  are 
made  and,  with  luck,  the  danger  of  a 
new  cataclysm  avoided. 


Frank  J.  Gajfney  Jr. 
formerly  sen'ed  in 
senior  positions  in  the 
Defense  Department. 
Today  he  is  president 
of  the  Center  for  Se- 
curity Policy  in  Wash- 
ington. D.C. 
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Male  Virility  Enlianced 

Guaranteed! 


Clinical  Studies  Have  Proven  There  Is  An  Easy,  Safe,  Natural  and  Affordable 
Approach  To  Enhancing  Male  Strength,  Stamina  and  Performance. 


A  GIANT  BOOST  OF  MALE 
VIRILITY...  AT  ANY  AGE! 


Modern  technology  and  ancient  herbal  science 
has  come  up  with  a  product  that  battles  and 
wins  the  fight  for  male  virility.  Now,  mil- 
lions of  active  American  men  have  a  safer,  natural, 
more  affordable  alternative  to  prescription  drugs 
when  they  want  to  enhance  strength,  stamina,  per- 
formance and  an  extra  burst  of  energy.  EnerX,  an 
all-natural  herbal  supplement,  contains  ingredi- 
ents which  have  been  clinically  proven  to  enhance 
  sexual  energy  and  per- 
formance when  taken 
on  a  regular  basis. 


No  doctor's  visits,  or 
loss  of  privacy. 

No  more  expensive  pre- 
scription drugs  which  are 
notorious  for  causing 
dangerous  side  effects. 
EnerX  is  a  safe,  NATUR- 
AL, chemical-free  herbal 
supplement,  proven 
effective  alternative  that's 
affordable,  and  it  gets  the 
results  men  want. 


"EnerX  slmulales  sexual  energy 
by  expanding  blood  vessels 
causing  increased  blood  flow  to 
specific  areas  of  the  body." 
-Steven  H.  Becker, 
M.D.  Internal  Medicine 


Herbs  Enhance  Male  Virility 


HERE'S  WHAT  MEN  &  WOMEN  ARE  SAYING: 
People  across  the  nation  have  been  raving  about  their  unbe- 
lievable results,  using  phrases  like:  "...newfound  energy". 
and  ". .  .feel  like  you  re  back  in  high  school  when  girls  were 
the  only  thing  on  your  mind  ",  and  "EnerX  can  ^ive  you  the 
Strength  and  Stamina  you 've  never  had  before. 

A  BURST  OF  ENERGY  AT  CRITICAL  MOMENTS 

EnerX  stimulates  sexual  energy  by  expanding  blood 
vessels  causing  increased  blood  flow  to  specific  areas 
of  the  body.  Men  are  amazed  that  with  EnerX  they  can 
actually  feel  the  increase  of  energy  and  confidence. 


RESPECT  FOR  OUR  CUSTOMERS  PRIVACY  IS 
TOP  OF  THE  LIST 

EnerX  customers  are  also  greatly  pleased  with  the  dis- 
cretion in  which  EnerX  is  delivered  -  right  to  their 
doorstep  (Overnight  delivery  is  available)  in  an 
unmarked  discreet  package. 
fF£  GUARANTEE  IT! 

EnerX  will  enhance  your  male  virility  or  send  it  back 
for  a  full  prompt  refund! 


Call  now  and  ask  how 
you  can  get  a  30  day 
supply  of  EnerX  Free! 


Fast  Service  Call  Toll  Free... 

1-888-622-1063 

24  hours  a  day  ~  7  days  a  week 

Ask  about  EnerX  special  formula  for  women! 


Snore-Free  Nights 

The  Very  First  Night  Guaranteed! 


NEW  SPRAY  SOLVES  SNORING  PROBLEMS  INSTANTLY -GUARANTEED! 


It's  true!  A  quick  spray  with  D-Snore  before  bed 
and  you'll  sleep  like  a  baby  all  night  long!  This 
amazing  fast-acting,  all-natural  formula  instantly 
moistens  the  membranes  of  the  soft  palette  to  allow 
free  and  easy  breathing  that  lasts.  Forget  surgery, 
special  pillows,  and  all  the  other  contraptions-D-Snore 
is  the  safe,  affordable  solution  you've  been  looking  for. 

A  '!NG  84%  PROVEN 

S .  AMONG  l^EST  SI)  BJ  ECTS : 

Clmical  Studies  boast  an  84%  success  rate.  Studies 
also  state  that  people  using  D-Snore  showed  an 
increase  in  their  deep  sleep.  That  means  feeling 
more  rested  when  you  wake. 

ACTUAL  RESULTS  TAKEN  FROM  THE 
CLINlC.'\.l;  STUDY:  "The  decrease  in  the  average 
snoring  level  represents  a  very  significant  change. 
84%  of  the  subjects  showed  a  significant  improvement 
while  using  D-Snore."  j  Buchfuhrer,  M.D 

Guaranteed  Snore-Free  nights!  One  quick  spray 
with  D-Snore  and  you  and  your  loved  ones,  will  sleep 
snore-free  for  a  great  night's  sleep.  We  guarantee  it! 
Try  D-Snore— if  you  don't  stop  snoring  the  very  first 
night,  just  send  it  back  for  a  full,  product  refund. 


'   -f  of  our  over  300,000 
fing  about  D-Snore... 

"He  put  D-Snore  to  the  test..." 

"He  got  flooded  with  calls,  with  volunteers..." 

"If you  have  a  snoring problem...give  D-Snore  a  try" 

"It  works!  " 

~KATV-7  ABC  News,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

"/  have  been  married  to  my  husband  for  13  years. 
The  past  5  years,  he  has  kept  me  awake  nightly  with 
his  snoring...  He  has  been  using  D-Snore  for  one 
month,  and  I  have  never  felt  so  well  rested!  From  the 
first  night,  NO  MORE  SNORING!!!  ...Thank  You, 
Thank  You!!!  —T.  McCroy 

"I  tried  nose  drops  and  those  breath  things  you  stick 
across  your  nose.  Nothing  worked.  I  had  tried  other 
products  on  the  market,  and  those  didn't  work. 
D-Snore  works."  -Dorothy  Burks 


Let  D-Snore  work  for  you  too.  Call  now  and  order 
D-Snore— for  yourself  and  for  the  ones  you  love. 
And  don't  forget  to  ask  how  you  can  get  one  full 
month's  supply  of  D-Snore  absolutely  free. 


Fast  Service  Call  Toll  Free...  1-888-622-2528  24  hours  a  day  ~  7  days  a  week 
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Chiefs  and  Hoots 
Duel  for  Top  Spot 

By  Dan  Allsup 
Photos  by  Tom  Strattman 

Iton,  m.,  is  best  known  for  its 
colorful  casino  riverboat  and 
for  being  the  home  of  Robert 
Wadlow,  the  tallest  person  to 
ever  walk  the  face  of  the  earth, 
according  to  the  Guinness  Book  of 
World  Records. 

But  Alton  was  all  hot  dogs,  pretzels, 
peanuts  and  soda  pop  Aug.  22.  It  was 
home  to  a  raucous  standing-room-only 
crowd,  a  high  school  choir  singing  the 
"National  Anthem"  and  the  public 
address  announcer  playing  a  merrily  off- 
key  rendition  of  "Take  Me  Out  to  the 
BaUgame."  On  a  kazoo. 

It  was  old-fashioned  baseball  on  a 
steamy  late-summer  night  in  the  Missis- 
sippi River  town.  It  was  the  night  that 
Alton  hosted  a  duel  between  the  two  best 
youth  baseball  teams  in  the  country,  fac- 
ing off  for  the  75th  playing  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  World  Series  championship 
game.  Who  could  ask  for  anything  more? 
The  2000  baseball  season  started  with 


The  Danville  Hoots  pluck  some  good  luck  from  "Hooty,"  their  owl  mascot,  before  the 
final  game  of  The  American  Legion  World  Series  Aug.  22. 


about  5,200  American  Legion  teams  and 
it  ended  when  the  Danville  (Post  246, 
Calif.)  Hoots  eked  out  an  exciting  2-1 
victory  over  the  Paducah  (Post  31,  Ky.) 
Chiefs.  Danville  finished  the  season 
with  a  sparkling  59-9  record,  while  Pad- 
ucah closed  at  52-8.  The  championship 
game  attracted  3,225  fans  to  Lloyd  Hop- 
kins Field,  which  added  to  a  five-day 
total  attendance  of  13,371. 

Paducah  drew  fixst  blood  in  the  sec- 
ond inning  of  the  championship  finale. 


courtesy  of  two  Danville  errors.  Third 
baseman  Ross  Dougherty,  who  had 
reached  second  base  on  an  errant  throw 
to  first  by  shortstop  Adam  Ricks,  scored 
when  right  fielder  Brian  Groman  mis- 
judged a  fly  ball  for  the  Hoots'  second 
error  of  the  inning. 

Danville  evened  the  score  in  the  bot- 
tom half  of  the  second  when  first  base- 
man Ryan  Lymangrover,  who  had 
reached  base  after  being  hit  by  a  pitch, 
scored  on  a  double  by  catcher  Tim 
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Gilhooly.  The  Hoots  broke  the  1-1  tie  in 
the  fifth  when  Kevin  Flaherty  led  off 
with  a  single,  advanced  to  second  on  a 
sacrifice  by  third  baseman  Dane 
Dobrinich  and  scored  the  eventual  win- 
ning run  when  Ricks  made  up  for  his 
earlier  throwing  error  by  driving  a  curve 
ball  into  left  field. 

Danville  hurler  Matt  Brown  (10-1) 
tossed  a  three-hitter  and  garnered  1 1 
strikeouts  in  a  pitching  duel  with  the 
Chiefs'  Doug  Harris.  Brown  struck  out 
19  and  allowed  one  uneamed  run  in  his 
17  innings  of  work  in  the  World  Series. 
He  joined  seven  other  Chiefs  and  Hoots 
named  to  the  aU-toumament  team. 

"[Winning  the  championship]  is  a 
great  feeling,"  Brown  said.  "This  group 
of  guys  has  such  a  great  feeling  of  what 
we've  accomplished.  Everybody  stayed 
together  throughout  the  whole  process, 
and  it  feels  great  to  be  here  now."  It  was 
the  last  time  this  Hoots  team  wiU  take  the 
field  together  because  every  senior  on 
the  roster  has  accepted  a  college  scholar- 
ship. Brown  will  take  the  mound  for  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley. 

"This  was  the  best  game  of  the  series, 
and  that's  the  way  it  was  supposed  to 
be,"  said  Paducah  manager  Clarence 
Adams.  "This  wasn't  a  loss;  this  was  just 
one  heUuva  ballgame.  I'm  so  proud  of 
my  kids." 

Still  dripping  from  the  obligatory 
Gatorade  shower,  Danville  manager  Don 
Johns  said,  "We've  been  on  the  road  for 
a  couple  weeks,  and  we're  happy  to  be 
going  home  as  the  champions  of  Ameri- 
can Legion  baseball.  We're  very  proud 
of  that." 

Johns  said  he's  been  involved  with 
American  Legion  baseball  as  a  player 
and  a  coach  for  more  than  30  years.  This 
was  his  second  trip  to  the  World  Series. 
In  1998,  Johns'  Danville  club  lost  in  the 
semi-finals  in  Las  Vegas. 


Danville's  Matt  Brown  engaged  in  a 
pitching  duel  with  Chiefs'  Doug  Harris. 
Brown  pitched  17  innings  with  no 
earned  runs,  capturing  the  MVP  award. 


Outstanding 
World  Series 
Awards 


Players  and  team  leaders  were  rec- 
ognized for  their  outstanding  play- 
ing abilities  at  the  2000  American 
Legion  World  Series. 

James  F.  Daniel  Jr. 
Memorial  Award 

Matt  Brown  of  Danville,  Calif., 
earned  Most  Valuable  Player  for 

pitching  17  innings  with  no  earned 
runs  and  picking  up  two  wins 
including  the  championship  series. 

Louisville  Slugger  Award 

Matt  Ryan  of  Brooklawn,  N.J., 
slugged  20  hits  in  his  37  at-bats,  a 
.541  batting  average,  which  was 
the  Highest  Batting  Average  for 
this  year's  ALWS. 

Rawllngs  Big  Stick 
Award  Most  Total  Bases 

Al  Smith  (Omaha,  Neb.),  Mark 
Michael  (Brooklawn,  N.J.)  and  Ryan 
Lymangrover  (Danville,  Calif.)  tied 
with  31. 

Dr.  Irvin  L  "Click" 
Cowger  RBI  Award 

Al  Smith  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  hit  the 
Most  RBIs  with  a  total  of  22. 

Jack  Williams  Memorial 
Leadership  Award 

Don  Johns,  John  McGough,  John 
Rodrigues,  Pat  Evans  and  Andy 
Faria,  all  of  Danville,  Calif.,  walked 
away  with  coaches'  leadership 
awards. 

Bob  Feller 
Pitching  Award 

Ben  Thurmond  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
tossed  47  strikeouts,  winning  the 
Most  Strikeouts  Award. 

Note:  At  age  16,  centerfielder  Al 
Smith  of  the  Omaha,  Neb.,  team  is 
one  of  the  youngest  ever  to  earn  an 
American  Legion  batting  champi- 
onship award.  Nearly  90  percent  of 
Legion  ballplayers  are  age  17  to 
18.  Smith  earned  two  awards:  the 
Rawlings  Big  Stick  Award  and  the 
Dr  Irvin  L.  "Click"  Cowger  RBI 
Award. 


"The  American  Legion  has  been  won- 
derful," he  said.  "The  Legion  teaches  these 
kids  so  many  things  about  the  flag  and 
freedom  and  about  respect  for  the  comjje- 
tition.  They  go  to  a  lot  of  trouble  and 
expense  to  conduct  this  tournament.  We're 
very  proud  to  be  Ameri- 
can Legion  national  cham- 
pions -  this  is  something 
that  these  kids  will  have 
the  rest  of  their  lives." 

Last  year,  the  Legion 
spent  an  estimated  $1 
million  on  transportation, 
meals  and  lodging  for  the 
1 ,400  players  who  com- 
pete in  the  eight  Regional 
and  National  Champi- 
onship tournaments.  The 
purpose  is  the  same  as  it 
was  in  1925:  "An  invest- 
ment in  America's  youth." 

American  Legion  baseball  is  a  known 
proving  ground  for  future  professional 
baseball  players.  Since  the  first  competi- 
tion in  1926,  more  than  10  million 
youngsters  have  played  Legion  baseball. 
About  75  percent  of  today's  college 
players  are  former  Legion  players,  and 
then-National  Commander  Al  Lance 
estimated  that  about  61  percent  of  the 
Major  League  rosters  are  filled  with  one- 
time Legion  players.  More  than  40  have 
reached  the  game's  highest  altar  -  the 
Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  in  Cooperstown, 
N.  Y.  Former  Legion  players  recently 
named  to  the  Hall  are  Carlton  Fisk  and 
Sparky  Anderson  in  2000,  and  George 


Defeat  manifested  itself  on 
the  face  of  Chiefs  batboy 
Adam  Carrico  as  hils  team 
fell  prey  to  the  Hoots. 


Brett  and  Robin  Yount  in  1999. 

Tom  Seaver,  elected  to  the  Hall  of 
Fame  in  199 1 ,  described  in  the  World 
Series  program  book  what  Legion  ball 
meant  to  him:  "My  American  Legion 

experience  was  an  important  step 
toward  the  dream  of  one 
day  playing  major  league 
baseball.  Not  only  were 
my  summers  in  Fresno, 
Calif.,  filled  with  baseball, 
but  some  of  the  friend- 
ships I  made  playing 
American  Legion  have 
lasted  nearly  40  years." 

Brooks  Robinson,  one 
of  the  slickest  fielding 
third  basemen  of  all  time, 
agreed.  "American  Legion 
baseball  was  a  spring- 
board for  me  into  profes- 
sional baseball,"  the  Baltimore  Oriole 
great  wrote.  "I  made  more  progress  in 
Legion  baseball  than  any  other  phase  of 
my  young  baseball  career."  Robinson 
entered  the  Hall  in  1983. 

The  2001  American  Legion  World 
Series  will  be  played  in  Yakima,  Wash., 
and  the  Paducah  youngsters  ah-eady  have 
the  dates  marked  on  their  calendars. 
With  about  a  dozen  players  returning  to 
the  field  next  year,  the  Chiefs  are  plan- 
ning a  return  trip.  _ 

Dan  All  sup  is  a  freelance  writer  who 
lives  in  suburban  St.  Louis. 

Article  Design:  Holly  K.  Soria 


Eager  hands  grasp  the  winners'  trophy  as  National  Americanism  and  Youth  Chairman 
Joe  Caouette  congratulates  the  Danville  Hoots  for  their  triumph  over  the  Paducah 
Chiefs  at  The  American  Legion  World  Series. 
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Vacation^ 


Was  it  the  romantic  getaway  at  the  country  inn. 
The  tour  of  an  historic  battlefield... 
The  beach  trip  with  the  kids... 

Be  they  simple  pleasures  or  exotic  adventures,  everyone  has 
memories  of  special  vacation  spots  -  and  we 
want  to  hear  about  them. 
In  the  March  2001  issue  of  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  we  will  publish  a  special 
feature  about  our  readers'  favorite  vacation 
spots,  f-'lease  send  us  your  name,  address, 
fiJione  number  and  a  brief  account  {300 
words  or  less)  about  your  most  memorable 
vacation,  and  include  a  related  photo. 
If  we  publish  your  account,  we  will 
pay  you  $150.  Send  all  materials  by 
Nov.  30,  20^,  to: 

Vacations,  The  American  Legion  IVlagazineji 
P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206 


ADVERTISEMENT 

DiabetKS  Should  Know  This 
Before  IVs  Too  Late 


(SPECIAL)  -  Here's  important  news  for  any- 
one with  diabetes.  A  remarkable  doctor's  book 
is  now  available  that  reveals  a  medically  tested 
method  that  normalizes  blood  sugar  naturally 
...and  gready  improves  the  complications  asso- 
ciated with  diabetes.  People  report  better 
vision,  more  energy,  faster  healing, 
regained  feeling  in  their  feet,  as  well  as  a 
reduction  of  various  risk  factors  associated  with 
other  diseases. 

It's  called  the  "Diabetes  Improvement 
Program "  and  it  was  researched,  developed 
and  written  by  a  doctor.  It  shows  you  exacdy 
how  nature  can  activate  your  body's  built-in 
healers  once  you  start  eating  the  right  combina- 
tion of  foods.  It  works  for  both  Type  I  and  Type 
II  diabetes  and  it  can  reduce,  and  in  some  cases 
even  eliminate,  the  need  to  take  insulin.  It  gives 
diabetics  control  of  their  lives  and  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  that  comes  from  having  normal 
blood  sugar  profiles. 

The  results  speak  for  themselves. 
The  "Diabetes  Improvement  Program "  is  based 
on  research  that  is  so  new  most  doctors  aren't 
aware  of  it  yet.  It  tells  you  which  delicious 
foods  to  eat  and  which  to  avoid.  It  also  warns 


you  of  the  potential  danger  of  certain  .so-called 
"diabetes"  diets.  It's  been  proven  amazingly 
effecdve  time  and  time  again.. .and  works  so  fast 
you  can  begin  to  feel  improvement  in  a  matter  of 
days.  The  "Diabetes  Improvement  Program" 
is  based  on  documented  scientific  principles 
that  can: 

•  Eliminate  ketones  and  give  you  more 
abundant  energy 

•  Make  blood  sugar  levels  go  from  High  Risk 
to  Normal 

•  Stimulate  scratches  and  scrapes  to  heal 
faster 

•  Improve  eyesight 

•  Improve  your  balance 

•  Help  numb  feet  regain  a  level  of  feeling 

•  Reverse  neuropathy  and  resultant  heel 
ulcers 

Improvement  can  be  seen  in  other  areas  as 
well,  such  as  lower  blood  pressure,  lower 
cholesterol  and  reduced  triglyceride  levels. 
There  has  also  been  a  reducdon  of  other  risk 
factors  associated  with:  heart  attacks,  stroke, 
retinopathy,  kidney  damage. 

What's  more,  it  can  help  improve  short 
term  memory  and  make  you  feel  more  alert 


and  no  longer  chronically  tired.  Improve- 
ments and  even  total  cures  of  double  vision  or 

diplopia  may  also  be  experienced. 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  has  diabetes, 
this  could  be  the  most  important  book  you'll 
ever  read.  As  part  of  a  special  introductory  offer, 
right  now  you  can  order  a  special  press  run  of 
the  "Diabetes  Improvement  Program  "  for  only 
$12.95  plus  $2.00  shipping.  It  comes  with  a  90 
day  money  back  guarantee.  If  you  are  not 
100%  satisfied,  simply  return  it  for  a  full 
refund  . . .no  questions  asked. 

Order  an  extra  copy  for  family  or  friend 
and  SAVE.  You  can  order  2  for  only  $20  total. 

HERE'S  HOW  TO  ORDER: 

Simply  PRINT  your  name  and  address  and 
the  words  "Diabetes  Improvemenf  on  a  piece 
of  paper  and  mail  it  along  with  a  check  or 
money  order  to:  THE  LEADER  CO.,  INC.. 
Publishing  Division,  Dept.  DB513,  PO.  Box 
8347,  Canton.  Ohio  44711.  VISA  or 
MasterCard  send  card  number  and  expiration 
date.  Act  now.  Orders  are  fulfilled  on  a  first 

come,  first  served  basis.      02000  The  Leader  Co.,  Inc. 
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Mexican  President  Vicente  Fox  has  called  for  an  open  border  between  the 
United  States  and  iVIexico  to  create  a  North  American  community. 

Mexican  President  Fox  caiis  for  open  iioriler 


Immigration  didn't  surface  as  a 
big  election  issue  between  George 
W.  Bush  and  Al  Gore,  but  new  Mex- 
ican President  Vicente  Fox's  call  for 
an  open  border  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  has  brought  it  to 
the  front  burner.  Fox,  who  has  said 
the  two  countries  should  be  integrat- 
ed into  a  North  American  communi- 
ty, like  the  European  Union,  wants 
Congress  to  end  its  annual  "certifica- 
tion" of  foreign  governments'  drug- 
interdiction  efforts. 

Observers  are  skeptical.  "Immi- 
gration politics  in  the  United  States 
have  plainly  changed  since  the  mid- 
1990s,  but  not  enough  to  embrace 
an  open  border  with  Mexico,"  noted 
David  R.  Ayon  of  Loyola  Mary- 
mount  University. 


One  obvious  problem  is  that  a  free 
flow  of  labor,  products  and  services 
could  also  mean  more  drugs  from 
Mexico.  U.S.  law-enforcement  offi- 
cials said  seizures  of  cocaine  and 
marijuana  along  the  Mexican  border, 
where  70  percent  of  all  illegal  drugs 
enter  the  country,  have  escalated  dra- 
matically in  the  past  two  years. 

Fox  also  favors  a  U.S.  amnesty 
for  illegal  aliens  here. 

Making  his  own  gesture.  Presi- 
dent Clinton  has  issued  an  executive 
order  making  federal  programs  and 
benefits  more  available  to  "persons 
with  limited  English  proficiency." 

Jim  Boulet,  of  the  group  English 
First,  commented,  "We  are  now  of- 
ficially multilingual." 

-C.K. 


GIs  in  UN  court  trials? 

The  United  Nations  is  planning  a 
Nov.  27  meeting  to  establish  an  Inter- 
national Criminal  Court,  a  tribunal  that 
could  prosecute  U.S.  service  members 
for  "war  crimes."  Although  George  W. 
Bush  and  Al  Gore  both  oppose  the  ICC 
treaty,  the  court  could  go  into  operation 
without  U.S.  approval  and  exercise  ju- 
risdiction over  American  citizens. 

The  Clinton  administration's  am- 
bassador for  war  crimes  issues,  David 
Scheffer,  has  agreed  to  participate  in 
the  U.N.  meeting,  hoping  to  negotiate 
a  better  treaty. 

A  DoD  memorandum  warns  that 
the  ICC  could  be  "politicized"  and 
could  subject  U.S.  troops  to  "arbitrary 
or  frivolous  charges." 

Miiitary  poric  criticized 

The  good  news  is  that  the  fiscal  2001 
Defense  Appropriations  Act  provides 
service  members  a  3.7-percent  pay  raise, 
effective  Jan.  1 .  The  defense  budget  is  up 
to  $288  billion,  an  increase  of  $  1 8  billion 
over  the  year  before.  The  bad  news  is  that 
Congress  is  still  being  criticized  for 
putting  too  much  pork  into  defense  bills. 

Despite  rising  concern  over  military 
readiness,  Alise  Valene  Frye  of  Taxpayers 
for  Common  Sense  said  Congress  cut 
$450  million  from  military  readiness  ac- 
counts and  added  $7  billion  in  extra  pro- 
jects not  requested  by  the  Department  of 
Defense.  One  was  $8.5  million  for  an  al- 
coholism research  center  named  after 
wine  king  Ernest  Gallo.  Other  projects 
funded  out  of  the  defense  bill  included  a 
half-million  dollars  for  aviation  training  at 
a  Florida  coUege,  a  study  of  reef  damage 
in  Florida  and  prostate  cancer  research. 

WTO:  friend  or  foe? 

From  the  left  and  right,  Ralph  Nader 
and  Pat  Buchanan  opposed  the  World 
Trade  Organization  on  the  grounds  that 
it  destroys  sovereignty  and  can  order 
changes  in  U.S.  laws. 

But  testimony  from  the  General  Ac- 
counting Office  suggested  the  United 
States  has  gained  more  than  it  has  lost 
from  WTO  decisions.  Out  of  42  cases 
involving  the  United  States  as  a  plaintiff 
or  defendant,  America  has  won  14  and 
lost  8,  with  the  remaining  cases  being 
decided  through  negotiations  and  with- 
out a  ruling. 


Scouts  prevaii  in  House 

A  small  group  of  liberal  congress- 
men tried  last  month  to  revoke  the  Boy 
Scouts'  federal  charter  because  of  the 
group's  exclusion  of  homosexuals. 
The  primary  sponsor  of  the  bill  (HR 
4892)  is  Rep.  Lynn  Woosley  (D-CA). 
Republicans  quickly  condemned  the 
legislation  and  its  leftist  backers. 

"Election  year  pandering  on  an  issue 
so  radical  and  anti-American  is  an  in- 
sult to  families.  Scouts  and  the  coun- 


try," said  Rep.  J.C.  Watts  of  Oklahoma. 

"I  scheduled  this  bill  to  demonstrate 
the  lack  of  support  for  those  who  have 
declared  open  season  on  the  Boy 
Scouts,"  said  House  Majority  Leader 
Dick  Armey  (R-TX). 

The  House  came  down  solidly  be- 
hind the  Boys  Scouts  September  13, 
with  a  362- 1 2  vote  to  reject  the  propos- 
al to  revoke  their  eight-decade-old  fed- 
eral charter  because  of  the  scouting  or- 
ganization's policy  of  excluding  gays. 

-  Cliff  Kincaid 
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No  Middlemen...  No  Inflated  Mark-ups... 
No  Pushy  Salesmen  &  No  Phone  Calls 


Buy  Your  Hearing  Aids 
Direct  From  the  Factory... 
SAVE  Hundreds  of  Dollars! 

a/ui  vou^  coAi/  try  tkmv  -tdsk  'Bire^t 


It's  So  Small- 
It's  Amost  Invisible! 


"After  seeing  your  ad  in  the  newspaper,  I 
decided  to  take  a  chance  on  your  product. 
Imagine  my  surprise  when  I  first  tried  your 
sound  amplification  product  and  it  worked 
great.  The  amplification  seemed  to  bal- 
ance out  the  hearing  between  my  left  and 
right  ear.  I  am  completely  satisfied  with 
both  the  sound  quality  and  amplification  of 
your  MaxiSound."  Dr.  George  T.  Stallings 

"I  paid  $2000.00  for  (a  pair  of  hearing  aids) 
they  just  never  did  work  right  so  I  quit  using 
them.  When  I  got  MaxiSound  I  put  them 
right  in  my  ears  and  I  want  you  to  know 
they  sure  work  well.  I  wear  them  every  day 
to  work."  J.  Jackson,  GA 

"The  MaxiSound  I  purchased  from  you  is 
the  best...  and  the  best  price  I  have  ever 
had.  I  have  has  at  least  10  hearing  aids... 
Yours  is  the  best!      Harold  F.  Beach,  PA 

"You  can  imaging  my  surprise,  and  delight, 
when  I  was  able  to  hear  very  close  to  nor- 
mally the  first  day  I  used  my  MaxiSound 
units."  Leighton  Soule,  NY 

"I  have  worn  the  MaxiSound  amplifier  for 
several  days  and  it's  the  greatest  thing 
since  sliced  bread.  I  am  very  well  satisfied 
with  it,  works  as  well  as  my  friend's  units 
that  cost  hundreds  more."  D.  E.  Allen,  SD 

"The  right  aid  is  just  wonderful,  fits  just  per- 
fect... last  week  we  had  a  Christmas  Party 
at  a  restaurant  with  approximately  50  peo- 
ple and  I  could  sit  and  talk  with  the  parties 
that  were  there  and  could  hear  every 
word."  JoAnn  Kellar,  OR 


Do  you  say  "what"  and  constantly  ask 
people  to  repeat  what  they  just  said?  If 
so,  you  are  one  of  the  millions  of  people 
in  the  United  States  who  suffer 
from  GHL  (gradual  hearing 
loss  syndrome). 

Don't  be  embarrassed,  GHL 
happens  to  almost  everyone 
as  we  age.  The  everyday  nois- 
es that  attacked  our  hearing 
senses  over  the  years  (traffic, 
machines,  equipment)  have 
caused  the  mild  to  moderate 
hearing  loss  we  suffer  from. 
But  MaxiSound  can  help...  it 
can  be  your  hearing  solution. 

With  a  MaxiSound  hearing 
aid  you'll  be  able  to  hear  the 
children,  the  grandchildren,  the 
TV  and  your  friends  in  a  group 
conversation.  The  MaxiSound 
performs  great  in  "reaZ-Z/fe" situations 
(not  just  in  the  store). 
MaxiSound  offers  the  best  possible  fit 
in  ready-to-wear  hearing  aids  and  the  frequency 
is  preset  to  clearly  pick-up  the  sound  of  speech. 

MaxiSound  is  not  just  smaller  (it's  almost  invis- 
ible), it's  also  better  (Made  in  USA)  and  it's  afford- 
able ($1 79.95)  MaxiSound  compares  to  hearing 
aids  that  retail  in  stores  for  up  to  $1000.00.  Your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed  or  return  within  45  days 
for  a  full  refund  of  purchase  price  (less  P&H). 
There  are  over  100,000  satisfied  customers  who 
have  improved  their  quality  of  life  by  using 
MaxiSound.  Don't  you  want  to  be  one  of  them? 


SPECIFICATIONS 

Maximum  Output  

111.5dB 

Peak  Gain  

36dB 

Average  Gain  

32dB 

Frequence   

600-5900 

Harmonic  Distortion: 

500Hz   

1% 

at  800Hz 

0% 

at  1600Hz 

0% 

Individual  Left  and  Right  units 

More  Output,  Higher 

Gains  for 

DISTORTION  FREE 

SOUND 

I  have  been  advised  that  the 
FDA  has  determined  that  my  best 
interests  would  be  served  if  I  had 
a  medical  evaluation  by  a 
licensed  physician,  preferably  a 
physician  who  specializes  in  dis- 
eases of  the  ear,  before  purchas- 
ing a  MaxiSound,  or  a  test  by  a 
licensed  dispenser  utilizing 
established  procedures  and 
instrumentation  in  the  fitting  of 
any  amplification  device.  I  am  18 
years  old  or  older  and  voluntary 
sign  this  waiver  which  indicates 
that  I  do  not  wish  either  a  medical 
evaluation  or  test  before  pur- 
chasing my  MaxiSound." 


Waiver  signature 


excel  labs,  Dept.  MSL-359 

136  John  Street,  Southport  CT  06490-1497 
Please  RUSH  me  by  First  Class  Mail 
the  guaranteed  /Wax/Sound  hearing  aids  ordered  below: 
□ONE  MaxiSound  only  $179.95  Indicate  DLeft  Ear  DRight  Ear 
□SAVE  $19.95!  Order  a  pair  for  only  $339.95 
□One  Dozen  Model  #312  Hearing  Aid  Batteries  -  $10.00 
□Maintenance  Kit  with  order  only  $14.95 

Add  $12.00  for  shipping,  handling  and  insurance  per  order. 
□  EXPRESS  MAIL  $20.00  EXTRA 

Enclosed  is  check/Money  Order  for  $  

Charge:  nVISA  □MasterCard  nDiscover     Exp  I  


City_ 


-Zip- 


■  CALL  1-800-898-4285  TOLL  FREE  TO  CHARGE  ORDER  j 


Item  Hiws 


Innovation  stokes  recroitment 


NBC  affiliate  news 
anchor  and  Legion- 
naire Jacl<  IVIartin 
implores  Legion- 
naires to  teach 
another  generation 
about  the  values  that 
mal<e  America  great. 


Nearly  500 
Legionnaires 
poured  into  Indi- 
anapolis in  July  for 
the  37th  Annual 
National  Member- 
ship Workshop,  a 
three-day  confer- 
l  ence  focusing  on 
I  the  challenges  and 
"  opportunities  of  re- 
cruitment. Work- 
shop speakers  and 
facilitators  pulled 
no  punches  during 
the  conference,  of- 
fering sometimes- 
blunt  assessments 
of  the  Legion's  membership  woes. 

National  Commander  Ray  Smith, 
leading  candidate  for  his  position  at  the 
time,  said  he  was  concerned  about  the 
membership  decline  -  1 1  percent  over  the 
past  seven  years.  "Fm  dedicating  myself 
to  stopping  this  slide,"  Smith  said. 

Ric  Santos,  a  consultant  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Affairs  Commission,  declared, 
"While  membership  is  everyone's  task  ... 
it  rests  heaviest  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
Department  Commanders." 

Eveiyone  agreed  a  potential  exists  for 
membership  growth  with  a  veritable  gold 
mine  of  21.6  million  eligible  veterans. 

National  Adjutant 
Robert  Spanogle,  who 
attributed  membership 
problems  to  the  Le- 
gion's low  public  visi- 
bility, outlined  the  Le- 
gion's ambitious  plan 
to  tap  into  the  reservoir 
of  would-be  members, 
including  community- 
service  programs,  me- 
dia outreach,  the  Le- 
gion College,  the  Re- 
connect Program 
linking  veterans  with 
active-duty  personnel, 
the  creation  of  new 
Posts  and  the  use  of 
new  technologies  to 
improve  the  Legion's 
visibility  and  image. 


From  the  Front  Lines. 

William  Denny,  a  Dis- 


The  King  makes  a  surprise  appear- 
ance, drawing  attention  to  the  new 
Post  in  IVIemphis  which  has  cho- 
sen Elvis  as  its  namesake. 


trict  Commander  from  Pennsylvania, 
talked  about  a  ground-breaking  outreach 
program  based  in  Philadelphia  that  en- 
courages young  people  to  stay  on  the 
right  side  of  the  law.  In  association  with 
school  districts,  law  enforcement  agen- 
cies and  the  courts.  Legion  Posts  show 
at-risk  youth  where  crime  leads  -  the 
city's  jails.  Incorporating  police  and 
sheriff's  departments,  the  court  system 
and  school  districts  into  the  program  net- 
ted a  36-percent  growth  in  Philadelphia's 
Legion  membership. 

Glenn  Brault,  a  Legionnaire  and  Air 
Force  reservist  from  Massachusetts,  dis- 
cussed the  importance  of  the  Reconnect 
Program  in  this  era  of  long-term  deploy- 
ments. "The  Reconnect  Program  is  about 
getting  involved  in  the  lives  of  military 
units,"  Brault  explained. 

Noting  that  some  960,000  reservists  are 
eligible  for  Legion  membership.  Brault 
urged  his  audience  to  reach  out  to  base 
commanders,  active-duty  troops  and  re- 
servists. 

No  one  grabbed  attention  quite  like 
Post  249  in  Memphis,  Term.  "Elvis,"  aka 
Terry  Adams,  kicked  off  his  remarks  with 
a  couple  of  classic  tunes  and  a  few  trade- 
mark gyrations. 

Many  volunteer  civic  programs 
helped  Post  249's  membership  explode 
from  54  to  272  in  just  one  year,  but  none 
had  the  impact  of  two 
little  words  in  front  of 
the  Post  number:  Elvis 
Presley. 

Adams  used  the  ex- 
ample  of  the  Elvis 
Presley  Post  to  under- 
score his  overall  theme 
of  innovation.  "Make 
use  of  the  things  that 
worked  in  the  past," 
implored  Adams.  "But 
also  try  new  methods." 

Adams  explained 
that  three  basic  ele- 
ments -  hard  work, 
solid  community  ser- 
vice and  good  public 
relations  -  helped  re- 
build Post  249.  But  he 
said  the  No.  1  reason 
veterans  weren't  join- 
ing was  that  they 
weren't  asked. 


flag  amendiDent  fate 

Although  the  U.S.  Senate  nar- 
rowly rejected  the  bipartisan  flag- 
protection  amendment  in  March, 
members  of  The  American  Legion 
and  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  are  op- 
timistic that  this  year's  elections 
could  bring  the  needed  votes  to 
protect  Old  Glory. 

The  bill,  Senate  Joint  Resolu- 
tion 14,  fell  just  four  votes  short  of 
the  needed  two-thirds  majority 
when  the  Senate  voted  on  the  mea- 
sure. A  recent  survey  by  the  Citi- 
zens Flag  Alliance,  however,  con- 
tinues to  show  strong  support  for 
the  amendment  by  candidates  who 
stand  a  good  chance  of  winning. 

In  a  closely  watched  Senate 
race,  Rep.  Rick  Lazio,  a  long-time 
supporter  of  the  amendment,  is 
neck-and-neck  in  his  bid  against 
first  lady  Hillary  Clinton,  according 
to  most  polls.  Clinton  refused  to  an- 
swer the  CFA  survey  and  voiced 
opposition  to  the  amendment  dur- 
ing a  campaign  appearance  earlier 
this  year.  The  winner  will  replace 
Sen.  Daniel  Patrick  Moyruhan,  who 
opposed  the  amendment. 

Two  other  opponents.  Sen.  Bob 
Kerrey,  D-Neb.,  and  Sen.  Richard 
Bryan,  D-Nev.,  are  retiring.  The 
Democratic  and  Republican  candi- 
dates vying  for  Kerrey's  seat  sup- 
port the  amendment,  as  do  the  two 
candidates  hoping  to  replace  Bryan. 

Former  'Virginia  Governor 
George  Allen  is  mounting  a  tough 
challenge  against  Sen.  Chuck  Robb, 
an  outspoken  opponent  of  the 
amendment.  Allen,  a  Republican, 
strongly  supports  flag  protection, 
making  it  an  issue  in  his  campaign. 

In  Georgia,  Sen.  Zell  Miller,  a 
Democrat,  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  created  by  the  death  of 
Republican  Sen.  Paul  Coverdale. 
Miller  faces  Mack  Mattingly  in  a 
special  election  to  finish  the  re- 
maining four  years.  Both  candi- 
dates support  the  flag  amendment. 

If  all  current  incumbent  sup- 
porters are  re-elected,  potential 
gains  from  open  seats  and  chal- 
lengers would  produce  a  super- 
majority  vote. 
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Legion  Reconnecting  witli  today's  military 


Past  Department  Com- 
mander Billy  Hobbs 
watches  the  Camp  Chal- 
lenge graduation  cere- 
monies at  Fort  Knox,  Ky. 


"Camp 
Challenge"  - 
a  place  where 
young  ROTC 
cadets  begin 
the  long 
march  toward 
becoming  of- 
ficers -  is  apt- 
ly named.  For 
five  weeks, 
cadets  from 
across  the 
country  trade 
in  their  back- 
packs  and 
books  for 
rucksacks 


and  fatigues  for  what  many  say  is  the 
toughest  thing  they  have  ever  done. 

The  nearly  200  cadets  who  complet- 
ed this  summer's  Camp  Challenge  were 
greeted  by  Legionnaires  who  came  to 
honor  the  young  student-soldiers  with 
words  of  encouragement. 

During 
graduation 
ceremonies, 
Kentucky 
Department 
Vice  Com- 
mander John 
Foster  and 
Past  Depart- 
ment Com- 
mander Billy 
Hobbs  pre- 
sented The 
American 
Legion  Patri- 
otic Perfor- 
mance Award 
to  Cadet  An- 
tonio Coffey, 
who  demonstrated  superior  leadership, 
comradeship  and  teamwork.  Coffey  at- 
tends the  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi in  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  The  Legion 
presents  the  award  to  one  outstanding 
cadet  from  each  of  seven  camps  at  Fort 
Knox. 

The  award  presentation  and  recruit- 
ment efforts  are  outgrowths  of  the  Re- 
connect Program,  a  joint  effort  between 
the  Defense  Department  and  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  to  anchor  the  military  to  the 
communities  it  defends. 


Department  Vice  Com- 
mander John  Foster 
shows  his  support  for  the 
DoD-American  Legion 
Reconnect  Program. 


Camp  Challenge  cadets  present  the  colors  at  the  opening  of  graduation  ceremonies. 


PVER  RAKE  AGAIN!  9 

^^-^  INTRODUCING  THE  INCREDIBLE 

ICycloff  e  Ifalce 

EFFORTLESSLY  REMOVE  LEAVES... 
...TALL  WET  GRASS...EVEN  LAWN  DEBRIS! 

...10  times  faster  than  raking,  blowing 

and  liauling  wtien  you  use  the 
revolutionary  CYCLOlUE  RAKE^" 

You'll  never  dread  field  or  yard  clean-up  again  once  you  use 
the  Cyclone  Rake?'  5HP  engine  driven  vacuum-mulcher  hitches 
to  any  riding  mower.  You  can  easily  sweep  and  pulverize  tons  of 
leaves,  acres  of  grass  cuttings,  pine  cones,  sticks  and  more  with 
10  times  the  lifting  power  of  mowers.  Power  mulching  reduces 
volume  5  to  8  times.  200  gallon  capacity  lets  you  whiz  through 
huge  areas  without  stopping.  Automatically  bag  for  curbside 
pick-up  or  power  unload  to  your  compost  heap  even  over  a  wall 
or  right  up  a  hill!  And  when  you're  done,  it  folds  flat  without 
tools  for  compact  storage.  Affordable  for  home  or  business. 


So,  WHY  STRUGGLE  with  Tskts, 
mowers,  blowers,  or  mulchers 

that  jam  and  clog? 
Mail  the  coupon  at  right  for 
FULL  INFORMATION  about 
the  amazing  CYCLONE  RAKE! 
TOLLFREE  1 -(800)-262-0300 


YES!  Please  rush  me  FULL  INFORMATION 

on  the  revolutionary  CYCLONE  RAKE™  and 
special  pre-season  sale  prices. 


MAIL  TO:  WOODLAND  POWER  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  AL  1100 
72  Acton  St.,  West  Haven.  CT  06516 
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ik^i^ynS®  ^     The  Veterans'  Connection 


VETS®  is  a  private  veterans  program  that  provides  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  with  information  about  reunions,  helps  veterans  locate  old 
buddies  and  offers  other  special  benefits  and  services  to  veterans  and 
their  families. 

REUMION  IMFORMATION 

This  month  we  have  listed  many  groups  that  are  planning 
reunions.  Information  is  provided  free  to  Legion  members  and  other 
veterans  who  write  VETS  and  enclose  the  5-digit  VETS  number  of 
each  reunion.  VETS  maintains  reunion  and  contact  information  for 
more  than  12,000  outfits.  Reunion  information  is  also  available  at  no 
charge  on  the  Intemet  at  www.vets.org.  Many  libraries  and  schools 
will  provide  Intemet  access  free  for  veterans  with  no  Intemet  access 
or  computer  skills.  We  regret  that  due  to  call  volume  we  cannot 
accept  phone  requests  for  reunion  information.  See  "How  to  Use 
VETS  Services"  below. 

OUTFIT  ENROLLMENT  IS  FREE 

Coordinators  may  list  reunion  information  with  VETS  at  no 
charge.  Information  may  be  submitted  electronically  via  the  VETS 
website  or  on  official  forms  by  writing  VETS®.  Individuals  planning 
new  reunions  or  offering  themselves  as  points  of  contact  for  possible 
new  reunions  may  also  register  at  no  charge. 

THE  NATIONAL  VETS®  ARCHIVES 

The  National  VETS  Archives  is  a  free  historical  registry  for  veter- 
ans who  want  to  be  listed  on  the  VETS  roster  for  each  outfit  in  which 
they  seived.  Registration  is  free  but  to  ensure  accuracy,  must  be  on 
official  archive  forms.  Registration  may  be  done  electronically  at  the 
VETS  Intemet  home  page.  VETS  uses  the  archives  to  develop  histor- 
ical rosters  and  reunion  contact  information.  Deceased  veterans  may 
be  enrolled  posthumously  by  a  family  member. 

FINDERS/SEEKERS® 

Each  year  for  nearly  a  decade,  VETS  has  helped  thousands  of  vet- 


erans get  in  touch  with  their  outfits  and  buddies.  Ann  Landers  and 
Dear  Abby  have  shared  our  success  with  millions  of  their  readers  and 
now  due  to  technology  and  demand,  Finders/Seekers  has  moved  to 
the  Intemet.  A  searchable  fist  of  our  active  files  is  available  on  the 
VETS  home  page.  We  encourage  all  veterans  to  check  this  registry  to 
see  if  someone  is  trying  to  find  them.  Individuals  who  order 
Finder/Seekers  will  have  their  requests  fisted  and  also  receive  our  free 
tips  on  how  to  locate  missing  veterans.  Cost  is  a  non-refundable  $15. 
Please  do  not  send  cash.  We  accept  checks,  money  orders  and  Mas- 
terCard, Visa  and  Discover  cards. 

VETS®  BENEFITS  ' 

Veterans  who  enroll  in  the  National  VETS  Archives  are  eligi- 
ble for  a  variety  of  products  and  services  offered  by  VETS.  Vet- 
erans who  qualify  automatically  receive  notices  about  their  outfit 
reunions,  free  or  discounted  Finders/Seekers  services  and  other 
VETS  consumer  benefits.  In  most  cases,  VETS  benefits  can  be 
extended  to  other  family  members  and  the  survivors  of  deceased 
veterans.  Details  are  available  on  the  VETS  website  or  by  writing 
VETS. 

HOW  TO  USE  VETS®  SERVICES 

To  promote  better  accuracy  and  faster  response,  and  except  for 
reunion  information  requests,  official  VETS  forms  should  be  used  to  sub- 
mit information  or  request  other  services.  Forms  are  available  free  on  the 
VETS  website  at  www.vets.org  or  they  may  be  obtained  by  writing  VETS 
at  P.O.  Box  901,  Columbia,  MO  65205-0901  and  enclosing  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  #10  (long)  reply  envelope.  VETS  normally  responds 
to  all  written  requests  the  next  business  day.  To  keep  costs  low  and  still 
handle  thousands  of  requests  each  week,  VETS  does  not  accept  phone 
calls  for  reunion  information.  In  an  emergency,  messages  about  other  ser- 
vices may  be  left  on  the  VETS  voice  mail  system  24  hours  a  day  at  (573) 
474-4444.  You  can  also  reach  VETS  via  e-mail  at  admin@vets.org. 

VETS®  and  FINDERS/SEEKERS®  are  registered  trademarks  of 
Vets  Data  Corporation. 


AIR  FORCE 


68th  FIS  #19398 


NAVY 


USS  Sturtevant  De/DER-239  #22593 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


Anyone  who  served  in  the  Navy  in  1958  with  Harry 
John  Rose  aboard  the  USS  Kenneth  D.  Bailey 
DDR-713  stationed  off  Newport,  R.I.,  and  can 
verify  injuries  he  received  to  the  head  at  the 
temple,  as  well  as  to  his  shoulder  and  side,  while 
retrieving  a  depth  charge  from  the  main  deck, 
contact  Dept.  of  Florida  service  officer  Tim  Ivers, 
P.O.Box  31 003,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  33731. 

Any  U.S.  Marine  who  served  aboard  the  USS 
Boston  CAC  1  on  the  motor  launch  crew  while 
stationed  at  Rhodes,  Greece  in  July  1958  and 
can  verify  a  number  of  injuries  Harry  John  Rose 
received  while  assisting  Marines  loading  from 
shore  for  their  return,  contact  Dept.  of  Florida 
service  officer  Tim  Ivers,  P.O.Box  31 003,  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.  33731. 


IN  SEARCH  OF 


Anyone  who  served  in  the  1 4th  Engineer  Combat 
Battalion  during  the  Korean  War,  contact  Stanley 
H.  Schwartz,  313  Hollow  Greek  Road,  Mount 
Steriing,  KY  40353  or  call  859-498-4567  or 
email  shs313@mis.net. 

Anyone  who  served  in  GHQ  SWPA,  later  known  as 
GHQ  AFPAC,  motor  between  Brisbane,  Australia, 
and  Tokyo,  Japan,  contact  Donald  E.  lund,  82 
W.  300  N,  North  Salt  Lake,  Utah. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  625th  FA  Bn.  HQ 
Battery,  40th  Inf.  Div.  in  Korea  between  1 951 
and  1953,  contact  James  Mehaffey,  4  Vantassel 


Dr.,  Lindale,  GA  30147  or  call  706-234-1667  or 
e-mail  mehaffcSwebtv.net. 

Any  Army  or  Navy  personnel  who  served  on  the 
South  Pacific  island  of  Bora  Bora,  French 
Polynesia,  between  Febmary  1942  and 
September  1945,  contact  Fred  Strayhom,  PC 
Box  1 854,  Sacramento,  CA  9581 2  or  call  91 6- 
392-7195  or  e-mail  fstrayhom@iopener.net. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  330th  Infantry  in 
Luxembourg  in  November  1944,  contact  Hume 
T.  Johnson,  2164  Prospect  Street  Penfield,  New 
York  1 4526  or  call  71 6-381  -4346  or  e-mail 
jeannetrygg@earthlink.net. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  503rd  MP  Bn.  during 
September  1962  at  Oxford,  Miss.,  and  Old  Miss 
University,  contact  Mack  Mullins,  PO  Box 
25542,  Fayetteville,  NC  28314  or  call  910-867- 
4292  or  e-mail  RMPAMAGK@aol.com. 

Any  Navy  military  personnel  who  served  in 
Beachmaster  Unit  2  (BMU-2)  at  the  Little  Greek 
USNAB  (United  States  Naval  Amphibious  Base) 
near  Norfolk,  Va.,  1950s  through  1990s,  contact 
Robert  L.  Burton,  4820  E.  Robinson  Rd., 
Bloomington,  IN  47408  or  call  812-331-1078. 

Anyone  who  served  in  New  Guinea,  Philippines, 
from  1943  to  1945  who  might  know  a  Cpl. 
Norman  E.  Wild  or  Frank  J.  Johnson,  contact 
William  Lott,  989  15th  Avenue  South, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32250  or  call  904-241-2290  or 
e-mail  LOTTWM@aol.com. 

Anyone  who  served  with  B  Co.,  1st  Bn.  32nd 
Armor  in  Germany  from  1960  to  1970,  contact 
Diana  Verschuur,  Juttepeer  37, 6900  BR  Duiven, 
The  Netheriands. 

Anyone  who  served  aboard  USS  Reedbird  AMC- 
30  at  Peari  Harbor  between  1943  and  1945, 
contact  Ed  Behnke,  712  Wilbur  St.,  Kewanee,  IL 
61443. 


Anyone  who  served  in  273rd  Aviation  Go.  and 
652nd  Del.  (Skycranes)  in  Vietnam  from  1969- 
1 970,  contact  Patti  Wood  at  41 0-479-1 1 54  or 
e-mail  Tarhe@dmv.com. 

Anyone  who  served  in  815th  AAA  Aw  Bn.  during 
Worid  War  II  at  Gamp  Haan,  Calif.,  Ft.  Irwin, 
Calif.,  Gamp  Stapley,  England,  or  ETO  Third 
Army,  Antwerp,  Belgium,  contact  Bob  Gallagher 
at  snade@juno.com. 

Anyone  who  served  aboard  the  USS  Williamson 
DD-244  in  May  1943,  contact  Susanne  Evers, 
809  Middle  Rd.,  Camanche,  lA  52730  or  phone 
319-259-1631. 

Anyone  who  served  at  the  POW  camp  during 
Worid  War  II  in  Deaver,  Wyo.,  contact  Johanna 
K.  Gimmeson,  936  Sylvan  Gt.,  Powell,  WY 
82435  or  e-mail  mrsg@tritel.net. 

Anyone  who  served  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in 
Youngstown,  N.Y.,  contact  Arthur  Bowler,  c/o 
Old  Fort  Niagara,  Youngstown,  NY  14174-0169 
or  phone  71 6-745-761 1  or  e-mail 
hisbow@ascu.buffalo.edu. 

Anyone  who  served  with  a  Railway  Operating  Bn. 
during  Worid  War  II,  contact  Gerald  Edgar,  230 
W.  5th  St.,  Garner,  lA  50438-1404. 

Anyone  who  served  at  the  Dow  Army  Air  Force 
Base  in  Bangor,  Maine  in  April  1945,  contact 
John  Davis,  P.O.  Box  921,  Brewer,  Maine  04412 
or  email  pippinhillinc@aol.com. 


Dr.  Jack  Klein,  Dept.  of  Arizona.  Nat1  M&PA 
Memb.  1960-1961;  Nat'l  Educ.  &  Scholarship 
Gmte.  Vice-Chmn.  1960-1961;  Natl  Sec.  Train. 
Gmte.  Vice-Chmn.  1961-1962;  Nat'l  Child 
Welfare  Cmsn.  Memb.  1962-1966;  Dept.  Cmdr. 
1963-1964;  and  numerous  Department 
positions  1976-1997. 
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George  Serr,  Dept.  of  Idaho.  Nat'l  Sec.  Cncl. 
Vice-Chmn.  1976-1977  and  1978-1982; 
Natl  Exec.  Cmte.  Memb.  1982-1984;  Nat'l 
VA&R  Cmsn.  Region  8  Chmn.  1987-1988; 
Nat'l  VA&R  Cmsn.  Region  8  Vice-Chmn. 
1984-1985;  Nat'l  VA&R  Cmsn.  Region  8 
Memb.  1985-1987  and  1988-1995;  Nat'l 
VA&R  Cmsn.  Liaison  Cmte.  1982-1984;  Dept. 


Cmdr.  1977-1978;  and  various  Department 
positions  1976-1997. 
John  Leslie  Brown  Jr.,  Dept  of  Kentucl<y.  Nat'l 
Americanism  Cncl.  Memb.  1969-1970,  Nat'l 
Americanism  Cncl.  Vice  Chmn.  1976-1977, 
Nat'l  Conv.  Cmsn.  Memb.  1988-1989,  Nat'l 
Defense  Civil  Preparedness  Memb.  1970-1973 
and  1976-1977,  Nat'l  Counter-Subversive 


Activ.  Cmte.  Memb.  1964-1965,  Nat'l  Internal 
Affairs  Cmsn.  Consultant  1984-1986,  Nat'l 
Legis.  Cncl.  Memb.  1985-1990  and  1999- 
2000,  Nat'l  Amer.  Leg.  Magazine  Cmsn. 
Memb.  1986-2000,  Nat'l  Secur.  Liaison 
Memb.  1981-1983,  Nat'l  Public  Relat  Liaison 
Memb.  1977-1979  and  1980-1982,  Nat'l  Vice 
Cmdr.  1983-1984,  Dept.  Cmdr.  1975-1976. 


mssmiB 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY  AND  REMIT- 
TANCE TO:  Joan  Rizzo,  Classified  Advertising, 
The  American  Legion  Magazine,  c/o  Fox  Asso- 
ciates, Inc.,  347  5th  Ave.,  Suite  1110,  New 
York,  NY  10016.  (212)  725-2106,  FAX  (212) 
779-1928.  All  classified  advertising  is  payable 
in  advance  by  check  or  money  order.  Please 
make  remittance  payable  to  "The  American 


Legion  Magazine."  RATES:  $23  per  word. 
Count  street  addresses  and  box  numbers  as 
two  words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as 
three  words.  CIRCULATION:  2,550,000  per 
month.  DEADLINE:  Advertising  copy  must  be 
received  60  days  before  cover  date  of  issue 
desired.  All  advertisements  are  accepted  at  the 
discretion  of  the  publisher. 


APPAREL 


SUSPENDER  WEARERS!  Frustrated  with  clips  that 
constantly  slip  off  your  pants?  Our  suspenders  fea- 
ture patented  "no-slip  clip."  Brochure/order,  (800) 
700-4515. 


ARTS  &  CRAFTS 


WWW.ENDOFTHETRAIL.COM. 


BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 


FREE.  Send  SASE  for  book  review  of  "A  Soldier's 
Rite  of  Passage."  West  Point  to  the  Indian  Wars. 
P.O.  Box  16546,  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90209.  

CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 

CATALOG,  (800)  233-0828. 


"SAVE  YOUR  MARRIAGE"  Pillow  speaker  2.5  inch 
for  evening  radio,  $5  plus  freight,  (888)  575-2843. 


GRAFTERS!  UNITEDSTATESCRAFTS.GOM.  (800) 
542-4541 . 


LEEIBH  SHOmR 


ARE  OIM  SALE!! 

SAVE  UPTO^^%AND  MORE 


SUPER  TOUGH  PROTECTION  FOR 

YOUR  BOAT,  RV  or  AUTO 

American  with  plenty  of  room  left 

Steel  Structures  Inc.  over  for  a  workshop 


30 

X  40  (1  left) 

60  X  125  (3  left) 

40 

X  60  (2  left) 

80  X  150  (2  left) 

50 

X  100  (1  left) 

other  style  buildings 
also  available 

800-715-6482  ext*238 

www.amsteel.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 


DISGOUNT  GIGARETTE  BUYERS  GLUB.  Lowest 
prices  in  the  U.S.A.  From  the  reservation  to  your 
home.  24  hour  message.  Toll  free,  (800)  764-7704. 

LIMTED  EDITION  GHRISTMAS  ORNAMENTS  for 
each  branch  of  service,  (American  Made).  To  order 
call,  (888)  345-6862.  

TIMEX  &  LORUS-DISNEY  WATGHES.  US  Military 
watches.  htlp://www.william-a-kolb.com. 

SIMULATED  ENGRAVED  BUSINESS  CARDS. 
$17/thousand,  delivered.  Free  samples.  (888)263- 
6811. 


LGI(L)  SAILORS:  BRIGHT  STAR,  Gene  Jannuzi 
novel;  D-Day  Normandy,  love  story.  Vantage  Press, 
(800)  882-3273.  

MILITARY  CAPS  @  www.flagsoftheworld.com. 

PERSONALS  

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  marriage-minded.  Sun- 
shine International  Correspondence,  Box  5500-HK, 
Kailua-Kona,  HI  96745-5500.  (808)  325-7707, 
www.sunshine-girls.com. 

MEET  NICE  SINGLES.  Christian  values.  FREE  mag- 
azine. Send  age.  Singles-ALM,  Allardt,  TN  38504- 
0310.  www.nicesingles.com. 

REAL  ESTATE 

RENT,  LEASE,  SELL.  Age  restricted  communities. 
www.retirementrentals.com. 


TRAVEL/RECREATION 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL 


CUCKOO  CLOCKS,  GRANDFATHER  CLOCKS, 
LOOKBACK  KNIVES,  (870)  222-3444.  

COLD  WAR  STAR  FOR  COLD  WAR  VETERANS, 
$19.95.  Call  (530)  550-0392. 


HAWAII  RENTALS,  (808)  538-7145. 
CLICK  ON!  RV-OVERNIGHTERS.GOM. 


DISABLED  VET  COLLECTS  old  picture  postcards, 
(908)  303-3425.  

RUSSIAN  TANK  GREW  POSTER  from  1970's  U.S. 
Military  Post  Offices,  Germany,  (800)  875-4094  or 
Treemont@aol.com. 


GIFTS!  www.civilwarcards.com. 

OLD  GUITARS,  (800)  451-9728. 

WWW.INCH0FAMERICA.COM. 

SWORDS,  (800)  798-6167. 

WWW.USIMAGES.COM. 


BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  (940)  455-2519. 


AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
Solid  hardwood.gunstockwalnutf  nish.  Full  1 ' 
between  glass  and  t)lack,  blue,  red  or  white 
velvety  mounting  board.  5"x7'  -$18.95, 
8'x10"  -$24.95,  11  "x14"  -$29.95, 
14"x20'  •  $39.95,  20  "x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  RO.  Boxes) 
R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071-L,  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepted  (WriteforFREECataiog) 


:arn  ^25 


to' 


'100I 


Badge-A-Minit 

Yes,  It's  really  possible  by  making  and  selling  bright, 
colorful  pinback  buttons.  Buttons  cost  less  than 
40C  to  make  and  can  in  turn  be  sold  for  $1,00\ 
or  more!  Sell  your  Badge-A-Minit  buttons ; 
fairs,  flea  markets,  conventions  and  r 
Or  promote  your  upcoming  fundraisers 
by  wearing  buttons  around  town! 

Our  Starter  Kit  is  only  $29.95  (IL 
res.  add  $1.95  tax)  and  con- 
tains everything  you  need  to  j/gSf 
get  started.  Call  to  order  or  ^^.--^ 
request  a  FREE  catalog!  g. 


Badge-A-Minit,  Dept.  AL1100.  Box  800.  USalle,  IL  61301 
Call  800o223«4103 
www.badgeaminit.com 


V  Slot  Machinesi  

*  Poker  Chips  I'fflg'' 

♦  Video  Poicer    i  H»i 


♦  Gambling  Books  *  Computer  Program! 
f  Las  Vegas  Nile  Supplies 
4  Playing  Cards  4  Roulette  Wheels 

*  VHS  Gambling  Tapes 


800  S.  MAIN  ST.,  LAS  VEGAS,  NV 


Call  for  60  page  color  catalog! 

Call  800-322-2447 

Fax  702-366-0329  •  In  Nevada  702-382-9903 
www.ggss.com  or  E-mail:  ggs@fiax.net 


^»p"a»1;^nL,GA3005l'^-..  I 
Internet  -  http://LTSound.com 

24  Hour  Demo/Info  Request  Une  (770)482-2485-Ext  73 
When  You  Want  Something  Better  Than  Karaoke! 
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f C/flff  SHOPPER 


RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 


MINI-CANAL 


SAVE  HUNDREDS! 
45  DAY  TRIAL! 


1!  1  i  »  a  n  ; 

★  DisplayYour* 
Military  Awards! 

3000  Official 
IVIedals,  Badges, 
Lpatches  &  Insignia 
Army  •  Navy 
» IVIarines 

•  Air  Forne 

Call  for  your  FREE  Color  Catalog 

"iai^yM -800-486-1 651 

web'store  ®  www.usmedals.com 

A  treasured 
symbol  of  your 
service 


Finally,  you  can  wear  a  military  ring  that  doesn't 
look  like  a  high  school  ring!  Over  100  rings 
available  in  your  choice  of  silver  or  solid  gold. 

Men's  ring  prices  start  at  $127.  60  day 
money-back  guarantee.  Call  for  a  FREE  color 


brochure:  (503)731 -9256  f24  recorded 
message).  Or  write:  Classic  Military  Rings, 
435  SE  85th  Dept.  A-1100,  Portland  OR  97216. 
Visit  our  website  at  www.ClassicRings.com 


I  Code  A-1100 


tm 


GEM  Uncirculated.  Our  choice  from  a  variety  of  tlie  following  dates 
1878, 1879  PS,  1880  PCS,  1881  POS,  1882  OS,  1883  POS,  1884  P05, 1885  POS, 
1886, 1887, 1888  POS,  1889. 1890  PC,  1896, 1897, 1898  PO,  1899  0, 1900  PO, 
1902  0, 1903  0, 1904  0, 1921  PDS  (IVIorgan),  1922, 1923, 1924, 1925. 
Buy  9  coins  $139''       Receive  1  Free!! 
Buy  18  coins  $269»     Receive  2  Free!! 
Buy  36  coins  S529"     Receive  4  Free!! 
Buy  90  coins  $1295°°    Receive  10  Free!! 

■Wfr  met,  gssa  S5.00  Minimum  Postage  and  Handling. 

'S'  w    ^^raa   Prices  subject  to  change. 


Chaim  Greenberg 


VIAGRA.  DIDIM'T  WORK? 


IIVIPCfz^/7[D),„ 

•  NOW  AVAILABLE  WITHOUT  A  PRESCRIPTION 

•  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL  ECKERD, 
GENOVESE  AND  SNYDER  DRUGSTORES 


Genovese 


•  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-475-3091 


ENCORE  MEDICAL  •  1002  N.  CENTRAL  EXPRESSWAY,  SOITE  341  •  RICAHRDSON,  TX  75080 


Celebrate  the  New 
Century  with 
Year  2000 
I  American 
Silver  Eagles 


*8 


Limited 
Time  Offer, 
while  supplies  last 
For  a  limited  time  only,  Eastern  Numismatics  is 
offering  the  new-year  2000  American  Silver 
Eagles.The  purchase  price  is  $8.95  per  coin  for  mini- 
mum of  5  coins.  Each  coin  is  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
and  contains  One  Oz.  of  Pure  Silver  .999  Fine. 
This  offer  expires  November  30th,  2000 

5  Coins  $44.75  +  $3.00  S&H  (Total  $47.75) 

10  Coins  $89.50  +  $6.00  S&H  (Total  $95.50) 

20  Coins  $179.00  +  $9.00  S&H  .  (Total  $188.00) 


1-800-835-0008 


New  York  residents  add  sales  tax  where  applicable. 

Eastern  Numismatics  Inc.  ""''l^iz^' 

642  Franklin  Ave.,  Garden  City,  N.Y.  1 1530  uscoms.com 


e^;t^WTOBAcco.g^ 

LOW  COST  CIGARETTES  STARTING  AT  ONLY  $10.50  per  CARTON 
CALL  TOLL  FREE: 

1-877-234-2447 

>www.taxfreetobacco.com 


U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS-PINS 


CUSTOM  NAVY  SHIP'S  CAPS 


Enjoy  an  active 
rewarding  lifestyle! 

Scooter  Lifts  &  Ramps  Available 
Quality  &  Savings  You  Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter  Discounters 


Celebrate  July  4th  &  All  Events 

CARBIDE  CANNON 

BIG  BANG!    ^  » 

$139.95 


Cannons  shoot 
with  terrific  BANG!  Have 
bang-up  time  al  special 
events.  Uses  powdened  car- 
bide ammo.  Hundreds  of  shots  for  few  cents.  All 
large,  ragged  cast  iron  wheels.  Machined  brass  mechanism  for  easy  loading 
and  firing.  Authentic  tum-of-century  design.  Handsome  decor  when j 
use.  Made  in  USA  to  last  a  lifetime.  Available  in  3  sizes:  9" 


1,  $59.95 


postpaid;  17"  cannon,  $109.95  postpaid;  25"  cannon  (shown  here)  with 
rapid  firing  and  automatic  loading,  $13! 

the  louder  the  bang!  Carbide  ammo,  about  100  shots,  $7.50;  3- 


,  The  larger  the 


pack  $18.00.  Spark  plugs,  3-pack  $2.00.  Send  check,  money  order 
call.  Visa,  MasterCard  accepted  by  mail  or  phone.  Give  card  number  & 
expiration.  Money-back  guarantee.  Send  for  FREE  CATALOG! 
The  Conestoga  Co.,  Inc.,  Dept  AL,  PO  Bos  405,  Bethlehem,  PA  18016 

★  *  Call  1-800-987-BANG  ★* 

www.bigbanscannons.coni 


IIEIBN  SHOPPER 


VIAGRA  ALTERNATIVE 


MOVING? 


IMPOTENCE  SOLUTION  AND  PREVENTION 
WITH  COMPLETE  VACUUM  THERAPY  SYSTEM 

•  Our  system  comes  with  four  rings, 
our  competitors  comes  with  none! 


•  1^0  prescription  required 

•  Shipped  in  a  plain  package  ^ 
to  your  door  ' 

•  Medicare  patients  may  qualify  I 
for  a  device  with  no  cost  to  them  I 

IMPO  TEC  I 
B757ARAPAH0 
STE  711,  BOX  333 
DALLAS,  TX7S248 


TOLL  FREE  888-231-2486 


ADDRESS. 
CITY  


CHECK/VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER 

SIGNATURE  


HEARING  AIDS 

uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


you  wear! 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

'  ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS     •  TERMS  ARRANGED 
•  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE      •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 
.  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMA  TION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1 645,  ROCKFORO.  IL  61 1 1 0 


The  Monolithic'  Dome 

A  super-strong,  insulated,  steel- 
reintorced  concrete  building  that  is 
energy  elticieni  and  disaster 


churches,  offices,  stadiums, 
storages,  callins,  and  more.  Built 
throughout  the  U.S.  and  m  many 


HAT    PINS . MEDALS 


I 


by  Hoover's  Mfg.,  Co. 


1 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 
WRITE,  OR  SEND  YOUR  MANUSCRIPT  TO: 

MINERVA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1001  BRICKELL  BAY  DR.,  #2310,  MIAMI,  FL  33131 


Gulf  War  Vet< 


Researchers  at  Johns  Hopkins  University 
in  Baltimore,  Maryland  are  recruiting 
Gulf  War  veterans  with  chronic  fatigue 
and  other  unexplained  symptoms  for  a 
study.  The  study  involves  testing  for  a 
treatable  medical  problem.  Travel  and 
testing  costs  will  be  paid. 

For  more  information  and  a  screening 
questionnaire,  please  call  1-877-800-9516 
or  visit  us  on  the  web  at: 
http;/ /www.med.jhu.edu/gws 
Principal  Investigator:  Peter  Rowe,  M.D. 

H JOHNS  HOPKINS 
MEDICINE 


^=  Pmlli 
^^lillell, 

/^ilBuildings. 
www.us-liuililings.Goin 


A  ^ii  1-800-463-6062 

FREE  BROCHURE  &  FACTORY  PRICE  LIST 


VETERANSALERT.coM 

INFORMATION  SERVICE  FOR  VETERANS 
DEDICATED  TO  KEEP  THE  MEMORY  AND  DEEDS  ALIVE 

WE'RE  ONLY  A  "CLICK"  AWAY 

E-^UIL:  VETALERT65raAOL-COM 


Made 


Solid  Wood  Flag  Case 
Oak  $49.'5 
USA  Cherry  or  Walnut  $59.' 

(plus  7.50  ea.  S/H) 


Goodstuff  Americ 
PO  Box  5H3 
Icard.  NC  28666 


888-597-8833 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


northAmerlcan  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  $$$ 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  IVIove! 

North  American  Van  Lines 
offers  American  Legion  members  a 
40%  discount  on  interstate  moves. 
Let  Nortin  American,  tfie  world's 
largest  professional  mover,  trans- 
port your  hiousetiold  goods  witfi 
moving  services  to  meet  every  need 
and  budget.  In  addition  to  saving 
40%,  you  will  receive  up  to  $50,000 
coverage  on  your  housetiold  goods 
at  no  charge 

For  more  information  or  a  tree 
estimate,  call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email:  andy2828@aol.com 


MEN:  BE  TALLER!! 


TIRED  OF  BEING 
CONSIDERED 
SHORT?  Try  our 

quality  footwear. 
HIDDEN  tieight 
increaser  inside 
shoes.  Will  make 

you  up  to  3"  TALLER.  Over  100  styles. 
Extremely  comfortable.  Discreet  packaging. 
Sizes  5  to  12.  Widths  B  to  EEE.  In  business 
since  1939.  MONEYBACK  GUARANTEE!  Call 
or  write  for  FREE  color  catalog.www.elevator- 
shoes.com 


ELEVATORS 


1-800-343-3810 
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pmm  SHOTS 


"Okay,  let's  talk  turkey." 


Grin  and  Bear  It 

The  secret  of  aging  gracefully  is  getting  long  in  the  tooth 
without  showing  your  fangs. 

-  Submitted  by  John  Dromy,  Quincy,  III. 

Who's  in  Charge? 

"When  I  go  on  vacation,  I  don't  make  any  decisions,"  Bar- 
ney said.  "The  boss  tells  me  when,  the  wife  tells  me  where 
and  the  bank  tells  me  how  long." 

-  Submitted  by  Mrs.  Arndt  KetterUng,  Zeeland,  N.D. 


'Don't  tell  anyone,  but  I  think  I'r 
getting  hooked  on  worms." 


'A  turkey  dinner?  Can't  you  guys  shoot 
any  big  game  like  venison?" 


Back  in  the  Day 

When  I  was  a  young  boy,  the  Board  of  Education  was  a 
shingle. 

-  Submitted  by  Francis  "Lou"  Gros  Louis,  Leesburg,  Va. 

Spanning  the  Ages 

The  generation  gap  is  the  distance  between  the  palm  of  the 
hand  and  the  rear  of  the  pants. 

-  Submitted  by  George  M.  Haddad,  Franklin,  Mich. 


"Shall  I  wrap  them,  Mrs.  Whiffley,  or  would  you  like 
to  exchange  them  while  you're  still  here?" 


Parting  Shots 
jokes 


The  Atnerican  Legion  Magazine  wel- 
.    ,   comes  anecdotes,  jokes  or  submis- 
WSnteCl  sions  for  "Parting  Shots."  Submissions 
sliould  include  thie  name,  tiometown 


and  telephone  number  of  the  person 
submitting  the  material  for  verification. 
($25  will  be  paid  for  submissions  that 
are  published.)  Send  submissions  to: 


Parting  Sliots  Editor 
The  American  Legion  IVIagazine 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
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The  Bose*  Wave'  radio/CD.  When  we  designed  the  Wave  radio/CD,  we  spent 

over  a  year  making  it  one  of  the  smallest,  most  compact  systems  available.  One 

that  fits  almost  anywhere.  But  despite  ail  that,  all  anyone 

seems  to  talk  about  is  how  lifelike  its  sound  is.  1°'  free  sh,ppmg, 

order  within  oO  days. 

What  they're  really  talking  about  is  our  patented 
acoustic  waveguide  speaker  technology.  Its  unique  design  means  no  other  system 
can  produce  such  room-filling  sound  from  such  a  small  enclosure.  The  result  is 
music  that's  truly  distinctive  in  its  clarity  and  full,  natural  bass.  So  striking,  the 
Oregonian  called  the  Wave  radio/CD  "one  of  those  little  unexplained  miracles  of 
acoustic  physics." 

Experience  the  lifelike  sound  of  the  Bose  Wave  radio/CD  for  yourself.  It's 
available  direcdy  from  Bose,  the  most  respected  name  in  sound,  and  your  satisfac- 
tion is  guaranteed.  Ot;  if  you  prefer,  the  acclaimed  Wave  radio  is  still  available. 
When  you  call  for  either  product,  ask  about  our  risk-free  30-day  in-home  trial,  and 
our  interest-free  payment  plan.  And  hear  for  yourself  what  everyone's  talking  about. 


To  think,  ail  tliat  time  mal<ing  it  Small, 
and  all  anyone  talks  about  is 

h^^jt  sounds. 


492-2073, 


Wave  radio/CD 
''■^  'nformation  on  all  our  products-. 


UBMMSJIE' 

Better  sotmdthrou^resecgvh& 


Rich  & 
Rugged 


CORDUROYTOES 


New  cuslomcr  offer: 


This  plush  8-wale 
cotton/polyester  Corduroy 
is  just  right  for  crispy, 
cold  days/  And  it's 
100%  NO-IRON  machine 
wash  &  dry  easy  care  too. 
Plus  you  get: 

•  Full  elastic  waist  AND 
belt  loops 

•  Front  zipper  AND 
snap  closure 

•  NO  IRON  wash  &  wear 

•  2  deep  front  pockets 

•  Inside  coin  pocket 

•  2  button-close 
rear  pockets 

5  FAVORITE  COLORS: 
Choose  Grey,  Tan,  Stone, 
Blue  or  Green. 
Just  be  sure  to  order  now! 


 slacks. 

I  enclose  $  

purchase  price  plus 
$3.95  toward  postage. 

GA  residents  add  sales  tax 

□  Check  Enclosed 

□  Visa     □  MasterCa 

□  Discover/NOVUS® 


Card  #  

□  Mr.  □  Mrs. 


Waist  Sizes:  30  32  34  36 

38  40  42 

44 

*Big  Men  (just  $3  more  per  pair): 
46  48  50  52  54  56  58  60 

Inseams:  S(27-28)  lVI(29-30)  L(31-32)  XL(33-34) 

1©  7TT-0GW 

WHAT 
WAIST? 

WHAT 
INSEAM? 

HOW 
MANY? 

BH 

Green 

UC 

Tan 

8W 

Blue 

J3 

Stone 

07 

Grey 

-Exp.: 


Address, 
City  &  State. 


Apt.  # . 


Zip. 


Order  Fast!  CaW  1-800-742-2263 


100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


Visit  us  on  line  at  www.haband.com  to 
place  your  order  on  our  secure  web  site. 


